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Page 13, line 14, for imply, read fimple, = 

19, line 8, for di/charged, read ai/eharge, 

20, line 26, after drach, add a ſemicolon, 
22, line 26, after chy/e, add a full ſtop. 
32, note 6, line 2, for drank, read aul. 
34» line 24, read delight ful. 
54, line 25, read 2/tillations, 

39, line 21, after 4%, inſert only a comma, 
65 5 line 25 for prove, read probe. 

125, line 11, read bake. 

136, line 14, read 200, 

137, line 12, for , read toilets 
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Wen: R E I to open this Ws * 
dut laying before the public the reaſons. 
which have induced me to inveſtigate a 
ſubject, at once ſo delicate and impor- 
tant, ſome prejudices might probably be 
thrown in the way of my intentions. 
The firſt duty of an author ſhould be 
to acquire the confidence of the reader, 
in relation to thoſe matters concerning 
which he propoſes to treat. But this 
alone is not ſufficient ; he ought to prove 
that he deſerves this confidence, Hig 
ſagacious enquiries, his fortunate diſco» 
veries, his evident principles, his moral, 
and phyſical proofs, the perſpicuity of 
his method, the truth, and facility of 
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the means which he'employs, the very 
novelty of his ſubject, and his manner 
of diſcufling it, are the road which he 
muſt take, to perſuade, without deceiv- 
ing, to aſſiſt, without being cenſured, 
and to ſucceed, without dreading either 
the ſuggeſtions of ill- grounded preju- 
dices, or the clamors of envy, Far from 
endeayouring to penetrate into the mo- 
tives by which the ancient and the mo- 
dern authors were impelled, when they 
either left this ſubject in the obſcurity of 
filence, or gave but an imperfect ſketch 
of it, I ſhall reſt ſatisfied with explain- 
ing the reaſons which have prompted me 
to write on it, ex pręfeſo. is 
The celebrated Aſiruc, ſa Nat the end 


| of hi is treatiſe 1 8 maladies des Fn. 
| 1 - ** "ant 


(a) Doctor John Afiruc, who died at Paris, in 
1766, at the age of eighty-three years, was phyſi- 
Gian to Lewis the fifteenth, to Auguſlus the ſecond, 
of Poland, and profeſſor of the royal college. His 
4 knowledge, diſtinguiſhed as it was, can only be 
ſaid to have equalled his modeſty, politeneſs, hu- 


manity, prudence, and moderation. His principal 
| works, 


PR E F A 0 E. * 
bath. given us © ſhort Latin eflay, which 
| ſeems to have eſcaped, with ifficulny; 7 
from the modeſty of his learned peng 
i hath written in this language, in rs 
der to conceal his fentiments from the 
eyes of the vulgar, and to impari then 
only to enlightened teaders, and the fa - 


culty, whoſe province it is to remedy 
1 diſorders of nature. 


I dare not condemn an exceſs of mo- 
belly proceeding ſrom ſo reſpectable a 
charater 3 yet, I cannot ſuppoſe. myſelf 
eee ES "AS | W 
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3 1 . that to which _ p Bill 7 
are, Memoir es pour fervir a lire au Languedoc, 
o quarto. De morbis venereit, libri ſex, This 
> appeared; at firſt, in only a quarts volume; but 
| the copies having been quickly ſold off, the author, 
| ſome years afterwards, publiſhed a ſecond edition in 
two volumes; and theſe Mr. lat tranſlated into 
French. On this ſubject, nothing ſeems wanting, 
except a little preciſion. Art d'accoucher raduit d _ SN 
| principee 3 to this, is perfixed a very. pleaſing, and 
ſenſible letter concerning the conduct which Adam . 
and Eve ſhould have purſued, at the birth of their 
firſt children. Mr. Airuc, alſo, wrote diſſertati- 
ons on different medical ſubjects, and on other ſub- 
N e 
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obliged to receive the ſilence of ſuch 4 
man, as a law. I am ſenſible that every 
individual, who writes for the ſervice of 
his fellow-creatures, ſhould be well ac- 
quainted with the real boundaries of de- 
cency, and determined not to paſs them; 
far from offending againſt theſe ſacred 
laws, I am convinced that the 8 | 
which I employ muſt tend to the eſta» 
bliſhment of this vertue. By what mo- 
tives more powerful, and certain, ſhall 
we fix its empire, than by preſenting to 
the view, even of the fair ſex, the lively, 
and ſtriking picture of thoſe ſhocking, 
and incredible miſeries, which are ready 
to overwhelm a young girl, in the very 
Pen). when ſhe takes the firſt ſtep 
| | | : which 
12 eee 
jets not "POR to phyſie. Hi genius, and abi- 
lities were unconfined; witneſs his Conjectures ſur 
les memoires originaux qui ont ſervi d le Geneſe? and 


diſſertation. ſur Pimmaterialiti, After his death, were 


publiſhed memoires pour ſervir a I biſloirs de la facults 
4 medecine de Montpelier, 4to. 1967, His fon is 
honorary preſident of the court of aids, and ma- 
ſter of the requeſts, in France, .. Sequitur patrem, 


ot paſſibus Equis, W, 


* 
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which leads her beyond the path of chaſs 
tity? May my pencil be ſufficiently ex- 


pfreſſive, may my colours be ſufficiently 


natural to inſpire all that horror,» with 
which ſo deteſtable a vice ſhould be ſur- 
veyed may my ſuccours compleat the 
victory over ſo dangerous an infirmity! ! 


ſeduced, and blinded by paſſions, feels 
more ſtrongly the fear of a puniſhment 
phyſically demonſtrated, than the me- 


The human mind, limited in itſelf, 


naces of a correction 'morally eſtabliſhed, .* 


a correction which from its diſtance is 
but little affecting, whilſt the term, the 
\ meaſure, and, frequently, the reality of 
it are effaced by hope. What obligations 
have the public not received from the 
energetic treatiſe. concerning Qnani/m ? 
How great is the vertue of thoſe true, 
and frightful repreſentations which Mr. 
Tzſſot hath, there, painted with ſuch ex- 
preſſive force? How many thouſand 
youths have, in conſequence of his ad- 
vice, eſcaped from that abyſs, in which 
„ they | 
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they were preparing to plunge? . How b 
many thouſands more have extricated - 
tiemſelves from it, through his aſſiſtance, 

in the moment, when they were yielding 
upin miſerable life to that diſorder which, 
in his work, is deſcribed with all the 
powets/and truth of language? 
Can that book be conſidered as dan- 
ue, the ſole deſign of which is to 
prevent illicit pleaſure; to intimidate 
thoſe young perſons who may be ſubject 

to this unhappy. madneſs; and to reſtrain 
the vicious tranſports of the conſtitution, 

by ſtriking leſſons, and by principles, 
and conſequences drawn from nature 

N which muſt perſuade? 6 


Should this work fall | into the hands of 
young perſons, whether from the in- 
attention of their parents, whether from 
the negligence of thoſe who may have 
been deſigned to ſuperintend their edu- 
cation, or whether from the ſeductions 
of ſome libertines, who are never at a 


loſs for an artifice, whereby they gain a 
foot · | 


. 4 
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footing I in decent families ; if, ina word, 1 
by any accident whatſoever, a young l 
ſhould find an opportunity to read this 
book, what muſt be the conſequence ?” 
Nothing. At the moſt, ſhe would be 
taught to lament over that prodigious 
aſſemblage of imperſections, to which 
her ſex is liable, and thoſe infinitely mul- 
tiplied cauſes of her diſorders, and of | 
her entire deſtruction. 


The premature knowledge 3 ſhe 
might acquire by a peruſal of this treatiſe, 
would neither nouriſh her pride, nor cor- 
rupt her morals; ſhe would feel the fra · 
gility of her nature; ſhe would reſpect, 
and even cheriſh the principles which 

could certainly preſerve her from that 
impending wreck to which the ſex are, 
by reaſon of their imbecillity; expoſed. 


It is, on this account, that fully con- 
vinced of how little detriment my work 
muſt prove, I have not heſitated to pub- 
liſh it, with the view of promoting thoſe 
eſſential benefits, which it is calculated 


= ta 


\ s ; 
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to WI For, what advantages may 
not be drawn from it, by fathers, mo- 
thers, and all perſons entruſted with the 
education of young girls? With what 
underſtanding, and diſcretion, may they 

not direct, and enlighten the opening 


Aiͤilſpoſitions of theſe tender pupils? And 


how happy muſt they eſteem themſelves, 


when thus enabled to act, as the ſecret | 
phyfici icians of a diſorder, capable of co= 


vering with ſhame all thoſe who may be 
attacked by it, and of cauſing the moſt 
bitter anguiſh to the parents who gave 
birth to ſuch unfortunate wretches ? Be- 
fides, I cannot perceive any ſolid reaſon 
which ought to compel, or ſimply to au- 
thoriſe a phyſician to obſerve a profound 
filence, concerning the nature of a diſ- 
temper, which ſhould be, as much as 
other diſtempers, an important object af 
his enquiries and aſſiſtance, 


A celebrated author, not leſs eſteemed = 
For his piety, than for his (kill In the 
ee of al art of healing, an art 


| " which 


Py 


from the commiſſion of a crime, on 


which it is impoſſible to reflect, without : 


horror. 


In, anſwer to this * an not t foraply 


to declare that every ſcience ought not 


only to be limited to its object, but en- 
tirely to attend to it; that, of courſe,” a 
phyſical diſorder being the object of me- 
dicine, all the affections which reſult 


from it neceſſarily demand the ſtudy and 


enquiries of the phyſician, not merely 
that remedies may be applied to ſuch 
complaints as actually exiſt, but alſo that 
means capable of preventing theſe com- 
plaints may be diſcovered, without con- 
ſidering the horror of the principle, It 
| bs the privilege of Gop alone to cauſy 
the guilty to meet death In the perpe= 
(rajion of their erimesz it is our duty ta 

wendig 
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which * hath unfolded with erudition, | ; 
method, and admirable eloquence, en». 
quires whether an honeſt phyſician may 


be permitted to preſcribe preſervatives | 
againſt thoſe diſorders which may accrue | 


:M 
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tiemble, whilſt we revere the equity of 
HIS judgments; yet we ought conti- 
* qually to implore, and, as far as we are 
able, imitate His exceſſive mercy. It is 
to the truth, it is to the indefatigable 
clemency of the ALMIGHTY, that I muſt 
bear this teſtimony ; for I have attended 
ſeveral patients who were in the moſt 
imminent danger: and if I deſpaired of 
being able to cure them, it was rather 
on account of their blaſphemies, and 
continual imprecations, than becauſe 
their diſorder was of ſuch a particular 
nature; I have ſeen even theſe reſtored to 
perfect health; an inſtance of Diving 
Mercy which raiſes our wonder, and 
. excite our imitation. 


If a phyfician be, therefore, obliged, 
by his fituation, to endeavour not only to 
| accompliſh the cure of any diſtemper 
whatſoever, but alſo, if it be poſſible, to 
prevent the exiſtence of ſuch a diſtem} per, 
can he be cenſured without injuſtice, 


when he adopts the ſureſt, and moſt ge- 
ä neral 


( 
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a; plan, in order to attain the end 
which he purſues ? I am expreſily under 
this predicament ; the diſeaſe concerning. 
which I write, is not chimerical ; that 
it exiſts amongſt the fair ſex, is but too 
true; its progreſs becomes every day 
more rapid and alarming. Though all 
the world were to diſſent from what I 
have advanced, I ſhould ſtill have reaſon 
to rely on the evidence of my ſenſes, and 
of my diſcoveries, 


l am therefore juſtified in tag open 
the cauſes, and variations of this diſeaſe, 
and my duty exacts from me, that 1 
ſhould preſcribe the proper remedies. - 
From this firſt reflection, another ariſes 
which is ſtill more effential to the pre- 
ſervation of the ſpecies; from amongſt 
the means fit to be oppoſed againſt the 
contagion, the chief point is to chuſe the 
moſt efficious one, a mean, the knows- 


| ledge of which may become the moſt 


certain, ſpeedy, and univerſal. Now, 


: what can be imagined more capable of 
in- 
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_ Infuring all theſe different ſucceſſes, than 
a work where truths are plain, and where 
expreſſions, leſs eloquent, than natural, 
and alarming, are like ſo many thunder- 
bolts, by which the moſt obſtinate, and 


conviction and remorſe? 


| Tſhould eſteem myſelf too happy, doit 
wn reflections prove in the leaſt ſervice- 
able to ſociety, Undoubtedly, the zeal 
for the public welfare which guides my 
pen doth not anſwer for its ſucceſs. 
Some of the learned may, probably, con- 
deſcend to criticiſe this work: It is my 
with that ſentiments, ſimilar to thoſe 


infatuated minds muſt be ſtricken with , 


which induced me to compoſe it, may | 


prevail on them to favor the world with 
their opinions. Such a ſtep muſt be at- 
tended with advantages; I ſhall till glory 
in having been humbled, fince, even un- 
der theſe circumſtances, I may boaſt that 
I withdrew. an intereſting ſubject from 
_ obſcurity, although my labor were to be 
wee under Agthe, deſtined to ariſe 
in 
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upon its ruins. I am far from entertain 
ing ſo partial an idea of my knowledge; 
as to ſuppoſe it exempted from errors. 
May ſome more able writer fully accome 
pliſh an undertaking which I have but 
juſt opened! I ſhall yield without a 
bluſh, and even with pleaſure, to truth 
rendered more ftriking, to ſurer princi= 
ples, and to an RR more 2 
tical and alarming. ee 


Be this as it may, it is leſs for OY pro- 
feſſors of the medical art that I write, | 
than for the generality of men, and wo- 
men who, ſimply in their own thoughts, 
will kindly allow for the ſimplicity of 
mine. Experience will convince them 
with what ſincerity I have preſented 
theſe images to their view; and the ſuc» 
ceſs of my remedies will occaſion them 
to return me a grateful acknowledg- 
ment, by fixing f ſome eſtimation on my 
labors. 590 

In the courſe of chis wits I ehen * 
bes the following order. 


Nat 
5 * % * 
* — 


The 


+ The. firſt. chapter will contain proofs | 


oſ the weakneſs of the ſex, drawn from 
their organical conſtruction, in order to 


give the reader a clear idea of the nature 
of the fibres, and muſcles, which perform a 
principal part in the mma) of the 


matrix. 


mania, or Furor Uterinus, 
In the third chapter, will be introduc 


* a deduction of the different, cauſes, 


ys affections of this diſtemper. 5 


of it, will be eſtabliſhed in the ac 
ue 1 


the methods of cure, and point out the 


moſt certain ſpecifics in the different ſtages 


of the diſorder. I ſhall not attempt to 


* how little hope muſt remain of 
| curing 5 


The ſecond n vin be com ee 
of a general deſcription of the tad 5 


The Gagnaftic ſigns, and W 


The variety of its degrees, and ſymp⸗ me 
Now. will be the ſubject of the fourth 


I hall, in the fixth he} deferide | 


* 
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_ ruring thoſe. who may have falle into 
| the third, and laſt ſtage, The moſt ap- 
proved fpecifics will, notwithſtanding, 
be mentioned; and ſuch rules of conduct 
an event be ſtill poſſible, contribute to a 
cure, or, at leaſt, remove that deſpair 
into which the patient is apt to ſink, in 
the extremity of her diſtemper. SOUR 
At the end of this work, the reader 
will find an appendix, containing receipts, 
to which he is, numerically, referred) 
and leſt any miſtakes ſhould be commit - 
ted in the preparations of the ſeveral 


doſes, the quantities will be deſcribed 1 in | 


the plaineſt terms. | 30 


Thus aſſiſted, any b may make 
up theſe receipts, without running the 
jeaſt hazard. It is my anxious wiſh, that 
this performance may be recurred to, 
with a ſucceſs equal to the labour, at- 
tention, and candour, from which I have 
never ſwerved, during the compilation of 
it, pleaſed with having ſtripped myſelf, 
1 . 5 for 
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for the lake of the public, of that knows | 
ledge which ſome practitioners would have 
_ Concealed as a rare, and valuable ſecret, _ 
With this fault, there is reaſon to re- 
_ proach many of the faculty, who are, in 
all other reſpects, highly entitled to our 
eſteem. Is this the meanneſs of the 
mind? Or, is it ſordid ſelf-intereſt? In 
| Whatſoever light, we view this conduct, 

it appears equally contemptible; I have 
heared ſeveral phyſicians congratulate 
| themſelves. on having only given to the 
public, what it was no loſs to part from; 
and on having reſerved, for their own. 

private advantage, the true ſpecifics for 
thoſe diſorders, concerning which they 
may have treated. That ſuch a way of 
thinking ſhould be natural to a mounte- 
bank, is not at all aſtoniſning; but, can 
it be the vice of noble, humane, and pd 
| boneſt minds? | 


I 
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A 2 1 the eue wn of woman. . 


A As the origin and ia of the Aiſcrder, 

which we term Furor Uterinus, abſolutely 
| proceeds from the impreſſions and diſpoſi- 
tions of the interior fibres of the organs, it 
ſeems unneceſſary that I ſhould, in this place, 
enter into any detail relative to the exterior 
parts of woman. 


* 
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i NYMPHOMANIA | 
Tmend, "therefore, to confihe myſeir to 


s ſuccinct a deſcription as poſſible of her iti- 


terior parts, and, principally, of ſuch as con- 


' ſpire to the impreſſions and affedtions of the 


matrix, the chief feat of thoſe "diſorders, the 
' dreadful picture of which I ſhall artempe 
to paint. 8 
In the parts of woman are two conduits, 
one of which is called the canal of the 


EE: Urethra; of this, I ſhall give no deſcription, 


as it is entitely foreign to my ſubject; the 
other part is the Vagina, which (as the ana- 


tomiſts inform us) is a long canal deſcending - 


from the orifice of the matrix to the extre- | 
mity of the pudendum mulicbre,. 2 
In virgins, the vagina is about five or ſix 
inches long; it paſſes between the bladder 
and the redum. Of the two membranes 
which compoſe its ſubſtunce, the one is in- 
ternal, and the other is external. 


Tue internal membrane is a texture of 
nerves Which of courſe render it extremely 
ſenſible. Its interior part Is full of "ſpiral 
- Wrinkles which extend themſelves during a 
labour. This candl is filled with veſicles 
containing a mucoſity which is diſcharged 

from an infinite number 4 little glands : from 
: 1 
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hence Proctedis the Ng ſo 8 _— 
The external a ks a 8 of i 


1 muſcular fibres capable of extenſion, and of 
Tontraction. At the inferior part of this ca- 
nal may be perceived a plexus of veſſels which 
compoſe a cavernoſe body filled with arterial 
blood, which theſe veſſels diſcharged during 
certain moments of pleaſure, and being em- 
braced by à quantity of muſcular fibres, aa. 
ready mentioned, particularly contract the | 
orifice, and occaſion an exquiſite ſenſibility, | 
The , arteries, and veins of the ſuperior  - 
part of the vagina proceed from the hypoga- 
ſtrics, and thoſe of the inferior part have 
their principal in the hazmorrhoidals.. They 
communicate themſelves every one to the 
others, and are defigned to vivify them in 
order to ſwell, and ſtiffen the cavernoſe bodies 
by the extreme ſenſibility which reigns there. 
The furplus of the blood of the arteries is 
carried by the veins into the vena cava. 
The matrix is a membranous body com- 
poſed of a cellular texture of fibres, covered 
by a great quantity of ſanguine veſſels, Its 
| figure is the exact reſemblance of a pear, i 
the cavity of which might be contained a 
8 * 2 large 
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large almond; or. Leal: its length from its 
internal orifice to the fund is the breadth of 
three fingers; its poſterior part is two inches 
wide; its interior part is in width one inch; 
it is an inch thick. Its ſituation is in the in- 
ferior part of the hypog aſtrum between the 
riitum, and helbladder.* where it is defended 
by the os pubis in front, and, behind, by the 


e ſacrum. But between theſe and it there 


exiſts a certain ſpace which -oecaſions-in the 
ſex the protuberance of the hipßs. 
The orifice of the matrix which joins itſelf | 
to the ſyperior part of the vagina is very 
mall, and ſomewhat reſembles the muzzle | 
of a dog; its internal cavity; at the neck of 
the .orifice is called cervix matritis. Its ſur- 
face is uneven, and full of wrihkles; in the 
intervals of which are ſeveral very ſmall con- 
duits which ſprinkle: the cervix, of the matrix 
during the menſtrual diſcharge, ' The Fluor 
albus iſſues from glands which proceed origi- 
nally from theſe little conduits,” and which 
are properly the ſeat of this diſorder ſo com- 
mon, in theſe days, amongſt the ſex, and 
which they ſupport without reflecting that it 
carries along with it a principle of death, the 
remedies in this caſe are nm hte al EX» 
tremely 
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tremely well known. The neck of the a- 
trix hath little holes which are the extremities 
of the conduits which iſſue from the ſeminal 
_ veſicles, deſigned to pour into the matrix a 
mucilaginous and ſpermatic liquor, which 
the veſicles pump, and draw from the teſti” 
cles, or ovaria of the woman, and which, 
not being a ſeed, nevertheleſs ſupplies the 
place of it, by the pleaſure which it occaſi- 
ons when iſſuing from theſe veſicles, which 
are little ſpherical bodies ſerving as a recep- 
tacle for this ſpermatic liquor which is there 
introduced by the different veſſels which ori- 
ginate from the ovaria. Theſe veſicules are 
nervous and muſcular. They dilate them- 
ſelves by the motion of the acceleratory muſ- 
cles which occaſion them to draw the ſperma- 
tic liquor, which, in that moment, obliges 
them to contract themſelves, i in order to drive 
it with force into the cavity of the matrix. 
Hitherto the woman hath acted entirely alone; 
and as the particular motion of her organs, 
now well known to us, is ſufficient to give 
us a full idea of cauſes taken from her na- 
ture, and relative to the accidents of the. Fu- 
ror Ulerinus, we ſhall not enter on a farther 
enquiry into the uſes of her muſcles, and. 
B 3 fibres, 
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bk: 44 left it might lead us, in ſpire of our | 


ſelves, to treat of the Fer and effects 
af generation. 
I I ſhall n mytelt to ſome fo bete 

tions concerning the ſituation of the veins, the 
arteries, and the nerves of the matrix, and its 
ligaments, becauſe all theſe are particularly 
connected with my ſubject; and although the 


varia do not eſſentially relate to the accidents © | 


of which I treat, it may yet be neceſſary to exe 
plain the nature, the ſituation, and the effey 
which frequently become the ſource of a multi- 
tude of diſorders, through the ignorance either 
ol fathers, and mothers, or of thoſe ta whom 
the education of youth is intruſted, 
T be arteries and veins of the watrix pro- 
ceed from the hæmotrhoidals, the hypoga- 
ſteies, and the ſpermatic veſſels which form 
an anaſtomaſis, or communicate at their extre- 
mities with each other. The nerves of the 
| 5/0 are from the interceftals; and thoſe of 
the os ſacrum. There are ſeveral lymphatig | 
: veſſels in its internal ſurface, which, uniting 
themſelves by little and little, form large 
branches which have their inſertion in the re- 
ſervatory of the chyle, all the veſſels of the 
matrix twine about its external ſurface, mak- 
| ing 
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ing ſeveral: tarnings, and douhlings which . 


ſecure them from à rupture by extenſian. 
Tho poſterior part of the meirix doth doe 
hold by any thing. The anterior part is join- 
ed to the bladder, and to the reſtum, and 
each fide by two kinds of ligaments, which ; 
are divided into large ligaments, and into 
round ligaments. h | 
Ihe large ligaments are nothing more than 
a production of the peritoncum which pro- 
ceeds from the ſides of the matriv. They arg 
compoſed of a double membrane which con- 
tains another within its dupheature They 
are uſually compared, on account of their fi- 
gure and. ſize, to the wings of a bat, 
The .ovarium adheres to one of their ex» 
tremitles: it hath its different veſſels; the one 
- inſerts itſelf into the fund of the mairix, and 
the other prepares to diſcharge itſelf into the 
ſeminal veſſela, near the neck of the matrix. 
; The round ligaments proceed from the an- 
terior, and lateral part of the fund of the 
matrix, and paſſing by the productions of the 
| peritoneum a- croſs the rings, or holes of the 
oblique, and tranſverſal muſcles of the ab- 


' domen, they loſe themſelves in the fat near 
35 
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me groin; where they form an expanſion re- 
| ſenibling the foot of a gooſe. ' 

In women there are four ſpermatic veſſels. 


They are ſhorter than thoſe of men: each ar- 
tery forms ſeveral folds, and doublings; de- 


ſcending- they divide themſelves into two 


branches, the ſmalleſt of which ſpreads to 
the ovarium, and the largeſt ſeparates itſelf 
into three branches, of which one extends it- 
ſelf over the matrix, a ſecond above the vas 
ina, and the third over the ligaments of the 
| matrix, and the Fallopian tubes. 
The ovaria are two bodies of an oval figure, 
a little flattened in the fore-part, each of which 
is ſituated at the ſides, at about the diſtance 
two fingers breadth from the fund of the ma- 
trix. Theſe ovaria, which are alſo called the 
teſticles of woman, are glandulous, and mem- 
© branous, and almoſt by one half leſs large 
than thoſe of men. Their natural ſurface is 
| ſmooth, they are covered by a proper mem- 
brane which powerfully adheres to their ſub» 
ſtance, and by another common membrane 


which proceeds alſo from the peritoneum, and 


which covers the ſpermatic veſſels, Their 
ſubſtance is a compoſition of glands, of fi- 
bres, and of membranes, which leave little 

interme. 
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intermediate ſpaces, in which there are round . © 


veſicles: of a different ſize, full of a white 
| liquor. © A dozen of theſe may ſometimes be 
obſerved in a ſingle ovarium, ri 
I ſhall not deſcribe how, and under what 
form, the nerves adhere to the ovarium, or 


rather to its interſtices. I ſhall ſay nothing of 


the falling of the ava, or eggs, and of their 


ſecundation in the matrix: theſe ſpeculations . 


are quite foreign to my ſubject. Bur I cannot. 
avoid taking notice of the falling againſt na» 
ture of theſe ſame ova, becauſe, as I have 
already obſerved, it is a ſource of ſtriking 
accidents, to which young perſons, in parti- 
cular, are ſubject. . 
By this falling againſt nature, would un- 
derſtand the falling of the ova before their 
maturity, that is, before the time preſeribed 
by the common rules of nature, whether in 
the order of generation amongſt women, or 
whether in thar of the menſtrual flux, amongſt 
all perſons of the ſex 
Its cauſe proceeds from ſome indiſpoſition 
of the ovaria which form them, or from ſome. 
impurity of the blood which mixes itſelf with 


the ſubſtance of theſe ova, from whence it 


happeps that they detach themſelves, the one 
| =. 
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after the other, before the time. Then their 
ſubſtance, like that of voripened, or worm- 
eaten fruits, cauſes a violent irritation in the 
cavity of the matrix, and by its pungent acri- 
mony cuts the capillary extremities of the 
| anguine veſſels, the which occaſions the pure 
blood of the veins to flow, for a long while, 
This is called an ifve of blood. This is the 
firſt diſorder. From this, in the fecond dif- 
- order,are introduced excruciating cholics; the 
third diforder, which is the moſt dangerous, 
is artended with ulcers in the matrix. Happy 
the Phyſician who can diſcover them, when 
they exiſt in this part; but happier he, whe 
knows how to apply the real ſpecifics, 
When, on the contrary, through ſome ob- 


- _ - ſtruction in the viſcera, or from the default 


of a proper conformation, or from the miſ- 
conduct of the perſon afflifted, or from any 


5 indiſpoſition whatſoever, the blood hath no 


power to emit into the veſicles that precious 
Juice, which forms the fecundity of nature, 
an incurable barrenneſs muſt follow, when 
the vice is in the ſolids, or elſe the jaundice, 
and the Cblorofis, or green ſickneſs, which 

would ſoon bring the unfortunate ſufferer to 


the grave, were ſhe not to have the ſpeedieſt 
| recourſe 
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recourſe to ſome remedies capable of re · eſta · 
bliſhing the fluids. 

At the end of my Appendix of Formula- ' 

riet are added two ſpecifics, the moſt conve» 

nient and agreeable of which may be taken, 

according to the ſituation of the perſons, n 


the taſte of the lick, 
I have extended my obſervations * 


than I deſigned in this deſcription of the or- 
ganical parts of woman, But as I imagined 
that ſome knowledge of this ſybje& would be 
neceſſary for the reader, in the courſe of the 
work, I have on this account, been leſs re- 
ſerved than was agreeable to my firſt reſolu - 
tion. It will, now, be proper to give a e- 
porey _ of top Nr 
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4 general deſeription of the Ny PHOMANIAs : 
or FuroR Urzamus. 
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Br the Nymphomania is underſtood an ir- 

regular, and diſturbed motion of the fibres, 
in the organical parts of woman. This diſ- 
order is different from moſt others which are 
ſudden in their attack, and declare, nearly 
at once, by evident ſymptoms, all their ma- 
lignity; the Nymphomania, on the contrary, 
lurks, almoſt without exception, under the 
impoſing outſide of an apparent calm, and 
frequently hath acquired a dangerous nature, 
when not only its progreſs, but its beginnings 
. elude our perception. Sometimes the fair 
one, who 1s attacked by it, ſtands with one 
ſoot upon the precipice, without ſuſpecting 
© 
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that ſhe is in peril, It is a ſerpent Which 


hath inſenſibly glided into her heart; and 
fortunate muſt ſhe be, if before it can have 


mortally wounded her, ſhe ſhould exert” a 


powerful reſolution, and flee: with \pegh, 
from this cruel and deſtructive oe. 

This diſorder frequently forprinew- the 
younger part of the ſex,” at a marriageable 
age, when their hearts, premature in love, 
have warmly pleaded i in favor of ſome youth, 
for whom they feel a deſperate paſſion, the 
gratification of which is en Pp inf 
eee. i Bah e 
Debauched girls who, e g time; 
ns lived amidſt the diſorders: of a volup- 
tuous life, are on a ſudden, attacked by this. 
malady, This is frequently the caſe, when 
an involuntary retreat drives them far off 
from the opportunities of indulging their 
fatal inclinations. Married women are not 
exempted from this diſtemper, particularly, 
when they are united either to an huſband of 
ſo feeble a temperament, as to exact conti- 
nence in his pleaſures, or to a cold mate, but 
little ſenſible of the delights of enjoyment. 
To this diſorder, young widows are fre- 
n liable, eſpecially if death hath de- 
prived 


\ 
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prived them of a ſtrong, and vigorous mad. 
during a commerce with whom, by acts 

| briſkly repeated, they had acquited an habi- 
_ tude in pleaſures, the delicious remembrance. 
of which too often affects them with that 
bitter regret,” which produces uneaſineſſes, 
_ ggitations, and motions at the firſt involun- 
 rary, but which, in the end, ſoon throw the 
mind into the moſt alarming ſituation, , 
In a word, all, when once they yield them- 
faves a prey to this diſorder, are uninterrupte 
edly buſied with equal perſeverance and eager- 
neſs in the ſearch of ſuch objects. as may 
kindle their pafſiops at the infernal firebrand 
of lubricity z and if they engage with parti- 
cular ardor in the purſuit, it is becauſe they 
. are impelled to it, by the natural n 
of their conſtitution. 

This natural vehemence walk be A 
lated, and increaſed, when they read ſuch 
luxurious novels as begin by pteparing the 
heart for the impreſſion of every tender ſen» 
timent, and end by leading it to the know- 
| ledge of all the graſſer paſſions, and cauſing 
it to glow with each laſcivious ſenſation, 
They alſo add fuel to the flames which de» 


vour them, by learning the moſt amorous 
| ſongs: 


* * 
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fongs ! theit impaſſioned - voices inceſſantly 


accompany the tunes, and words of theſs 


which breathe into thei boat we poiſor fel: 
tined co deftroy them. me | 
ln their particular Swen with "thelt 
companions, they are ſo far from uſing any 
efforts to baniſh the moſt ſethacing ſubject 
| From their imaginarions, that they are affidus 
dus in making them the leading topics. If, 
in ſpite of all their art, they cannot prevent 
the diſcourſe from taking a turn quĩte oppoſite 
to their paſſions, they fink into languor, and 
pine under an incurable difquiet, ON they OR 
| have not the power to-conceak 
They perpetually diſhonor themſelves in 
| ſecret by habitual pollutions, of which they 
are themſelves the unfortunate agents, until 
they have openly paſſed the bounds of mo- 
deſty ; but when impudence enliſts itſelf on 
their ſide, they are no longer fearful of pro- 
curing this dreadful, and deteſtable pleaſure 
from the aſſiſting hand of a ſtranger. 
Always diſpoſed to liſten to the flattering, 
and ſedueing compliments of the men who 
ſurround them, they ſhudder at the moſt 
trifling employments whenſoever they prove 
oapable of Wraing them, for one moment. 
alide 
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aſide from thoſe laſeivious ſubjects, which are 
the favorite pleaſures of their imagination. 
From the walks, where. the moſt innocent 
ſports of nature are, in their pre · occupied 
minds, the lively attractions of voluptuouſ- 
neſs, they proceed to luxurious tables, at 
which the ſharp, ſtimulating, and poiſoned 
meats give the finiſhing ſtroke to that horrible 
| diſorder, into which the blood pas provioully 
been thrown. - a 49 4H 
Strong wines with which they are ;ncelunts 
* drenched, ſpirituous liquors whieh they 
| ſwallow, as if they were water, the abuſed, 
and exceſſive uſe of chocolate CY) all theſe _ 
WARES © OR, _artiples 


PT The boring in one — of this ere 15 pro- 
bably, a little heightened. Wine drank to a certain 
exceſs, by a perſon of ſtrong and laſcivious paſſions, 
and not accuſtomed to intoxicating draughts, may add 
fuel to this flame of luſt; but in a confirmed habit of 
fwallewing /dirituons liquors like water, the 'amorous de- 
fires are gradually dying away, and muſt ſhortly, be 
entirely extinguiſhed, 'This is a truth which I know 
-fome huſbands do not, and, let me add with inexpreſ- 
fible.concern, I fear, ſome ladies cannot call ln queſtion. 
The immoderate uſe of chocolate way, in the laſt een · 
tury, conſidered as fo violent an inflamer of the paſ. 
flons, that Joan, Franc, Rauch (in his Di/putatio medice» 
e, dt ein, in ulantii, ate den de geld. ' Viena® * 


Arie, 


vr 2 : 


1 articles, ( ſingle one of which is capable f 
corrupting the animal harmony) when united, 
impart, additional fury to the flames which 
burn for their deſtruction; all theſe throw 
Much ſparks amongſt the paſſions, as ſet fire 49 
the moſt ſhameful and unbridled luſt, 
I. grant that all theſe alarming —— 
of which it is impoſſible to draw.a picture 
ſufficiently hideous, are, at the firſt, ſupport» 
able; but the diſmal events which they, pro» 
dusce, ſoon hecome of the, higheſt concern, 
unleſs the moſt prudent means to repreſs their 
courſe, be inſtantly and earneſtly embraced, 
On the contrary, the women who have nei 
ther the reſolution, nor the power to turg 


ann WR "ew & 1624." in 4. „ 
forces the neceſlity of forbidding the words to drink its 
and adde, that if ſuch an interdicion had exiſted, the 
ſcandal with which that, /acred order hath been branded, 
Wight have proved more groundlefs, This work i a 
wara avi: which is but ſeldom caught, even by the moſt 
Andefatigahle of | the Virtue, in yacommon librariew - 
It is ludebted for its ſcarcity, ta an equally Gngular 
and ridiculous eireumſtance. The monkr, fearful of 55 
ing their characters, or, What, (perhaps, was dearer te 
ahem, their chocolate, were ſo diligent in ſuppreſſing 
almoſt every copy. Wk ihe os. reckon buy fixg 
In Europe. : W. F 
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the ſame thought, and their greateſt appre- 


only on the fatal object, who is the cauſe of 


a 
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| back, after having taken their firſt ſtep in 
. this labyrinth of horrors, fall inſenſibly, and 


klmoſt' without any perception of their con- 
duct, into thoſe exceſſes which, having wound- 


ed” their reputation, conclude by depriving = 


wand of life. 
© Theſe ſufferers are eintinuitly abſorbed in 


henſions are leſt they ſhould be withdrawn 
from it, for a ſingle moment. They dwell 


their diſorder ; they ſee but him alone 3 all 
the powers of their mind are, as it were, 
imitnoveable j they neither perceive, nor un- 


AQerſtand any thing which paſſes near them; 
one principal and ſole buſineſs engages their 
attention) they abſolutely negleR every other, 


and even that on which depends the proper 


38 management of their family, und, of courſe, 
their fortune, 


Sad, and melancholy, they 
become fond of repole, an d 3 "if ik 6 


interrupt this lence, le is only to talk to 


therſelves, | But woe de either to him, or 
10 her, who ſhall dare to trouble this dilight- 

ful, ſtill retirement. The violence which 
they do themſelves, by endeavoring to cons 


teal that dreadful Ate which conſumes 


them, 


even the cuſtomary compliments which he 
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dem, is the completion of their miſeries 
But this violence doth not laſt long. 
A A beautiful youch preſents himſelf to cheit 
view) yet, what do 1 ſay a man, ſuch as 
they chuſe to imagine him to be; for. in the 
whirlwind of flames which compoſe their 
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atmoſphere, the ſparks of fire which dart 5 


from their eyes may well caſt ſurh light and 
brilliancy over any object, howſoever de- 
formed, as would change a Vulcan into an 
Adonis. | This man, then, let him be What 
he will, becomes, in an inſtant, the object 
pf. their deſires, They liſten with the moſt 
eager attention to the ſlighteft flatteries, and 


pays them are, in their, opinion, a train of 
well-deſigned ſeductions. They anſwer him _ 
in a tone of voice, and by geſtures expreſs. 
ſive of a lively paſſion ; and they conſider as 
ſerious the uſual pleaſantries which arife in 
their mutual converſation, They not only 
ſurrender themſelves up in the moſt unreſiſt« 
ing manner to thoſe deſires, which they ima» 
gine that they have inſpired but it more 
frequently happens, that they outſtrip the in- 
clinations of their ſuppoſed lover, by an im- 
N which diſgraces their fox, - 


* 
* 


This 
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This diſtemper, already too violent, is nat 
yet arrived at its laſt ſtage. In each-acceſs, 
it rages with redoubled malignity, and every 
ſymptom becomes daily more alarming. The 
real ſenſation of pleaſures, added to thoſe 


the different ideas of which are inceſlantly 
filling their imaginations, in a ſhort time ren- 
ders theſe wretched ſufferers furious, and un- 
governablez it is then, that breaking down, 
without the leaſt: remorſe, the barriers of 
modeſty, they betray each ſhocking ſecret of 


their laſcivious minds by propoſals, to the 


expreſſions of which, even cars not uncom- 
"monly chaſte cannot liſten without horror, 
and; aſtoniſhment z and ſoon the exceſs of 
their luſt having exhauſted all their power of 
contending againſt it, they throw off the re- 
ſtraining, - honorable yoke. of delicacy, and, 
without a bluſh, openly ſollicit in the moſt 


criminal, and abandoned language, the firſt- 


comers to gratify their inſatiable deſires. Al- X 


| though they meet with a repulſe, yet they 
latter themſelves chat they ſhall conquer, by 


employing allt the arts of ſeduction. In or- 
der to accompliſh this point, how wily are 
the ſnares in which, by converſation, and by 
geſtures, they endeaver to trepan the objects 
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of their baden? when ſuch e ions. 
' with their deſerved contempt, theſe monſters 
in human ſhape abandon themſelves to an ex- 
ceſs of fury, during which they aſperſe their 
deſpiſers with the moſt unjuſt reproaches. 
They purſue them with ſcandalous accuſa- 
tions, intended to deſtroy their fame; they - 
perſecyte them with unremitted obſtinacy 
and clamour and after having by a thouſand 
fruitleſs ſtratagems conſpired againſt their 
peace, and reputation, they violently, and 
ſometimes even without precaution, indulge 
their..vengeance in the perpetration of the 
moſt cruel and tragical erimes. 
Hitherto, this malady, in how horrible « 4 
point of view ſoever I may have repreſented 
it, hath not paſſed the bounds of a melan; 
choly delirium ; but we ſhall ſoon perceive ig 
raging in all the exceſſes of a confirmed mad: 
neſs. 5 
It is then, ths as if afflited with conti- 
© nvial ſymtoms of inſanity, they hiſs, applaud, 
deny, th aſſume ridiculous geſtures, throw 
their bodies into ſtrange contortions, attempt 
to dee the paſſions of the men by the 
looſeſt language, and, to enſure ſucceſs, af- | 


fan diſregard for attire, approaching to 


C 4 nakedneſs, 
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nakedneſs, weakly imagining that it will be 


attributed to their piercing diſtraRions, which, | 


however, are not fo artfully feigned as to im. 
poſe on the mplieity of even the leaſt ex · 
perienced youth. If, notwithſtanding all this, 
the men ſhould reje& their advances with dife 
dain, they will tall on them with the moſt 
implacable fury z and fo ſudden will be the 

violence of their frenzy, that to find time for 

an eſcape from their aſſaults may ſcarcely be 


in the power of thoſe againſt whoſe rde Y 


they are directed. 
W hoſoe ver dach not been an eye „ eltnelz of 
theſe dreadful firs of madneſs, will feel a 
difficulty in believing the fatal truths which 
1 am obliged to unfold, in the courſe of this 
work. Until 1 had viſited countries leſs fa. 
vored by nature, where the blood, inſtead of 
being animated by a ſulphurous and bal- 
ſamic air, is inceſſantly corrupted by lumps 

of ice which are there devoured, through the 
fatal neceſſity of reſpiration; where, inftead-. 

of thoſe perfumes which impart to it action 

and nouriſhment, the human frame is conti 
nually ſurrounded by cold, damp, and ex- 
ceedingly unwholeſome molecules, which do- 


roy the ſpirituous properties of the blood, 
the 


= diſgrace, until, by a fatal experience, a8 


er countries, 
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| the circulation of which js always languiſh- 
ing through the veins, and, conſequently, in- 
capable of repairing itſelf ; until, (1 ſay) 

had travelled through thoſe regions which _ 
eſteemed happy, becauſe, in my humble opi- | 
nion, their inhabitants were, in a leſs degree, 
a prey to paſſions, which, All-celeſtial in their 
principles, do nevertheleſs become, by our 
abuſe of them, the inexh auſtible ſources of 


bumiliating to humanity, as detrimental, to 
the plans of a well-meaning individual, who 
tenderly wiſhes to advance the welfare of his 
felloy - creatures, I had been fully convinced 
that the fire of lubricity, much more powere 
ful, and active than that of nature, admits 
no difference either of climate, or of con- 
Auen, but burns, in all places, howſoever 
frozen, with the utmoſt violenee, I ſhould 
have adhered tothe general opinion that thisdif- 
order was ſcarcely to be mer with in the cold. 
It is on this account, (ſaith a 
celebrated phyſician, of whoſe obſervations I 


am, as it were, only the tranſlator) that 1 


have perceived, without aſtoniſhment, how 
filent on ſueh an important ſubject thoſe au- 
thors are who were born under theſe frigid 
"WM 4 5 ſkies z, 


0 Arab TX 


Mies yer I eunmot conceal Wen when 
I behold the moſt celebrated writers of anti“ 
* quity, inhabitants of the ſouthern (climes; \- 
ſuch 'as ©  Hippdtrates, Paulus Kina; Galen, © 
and Celſius, Who have treated of phyſie, in 
"Greece, and Haß. ſo profoundly inattentive 
to the Furor Uterinus, as not even to mention _ 
Te} it is ſtill more extraordinary that the phy< 
Hicians, who fluriſhed in ſome of the later 
centuries, and whoſe high reputation is ac. 
knowledged by the preſent age, particularly 
thoſe- who paſſed” their lives in the warmet 
eountries, where, it is to be ſuppoſed this ma: 
lady is molt common, ſuch as Hrnoldus di 
Villa-nova, Valeſtus Tarenti, Bernardus Gorda. 
Was, Coe | ax de 3 arbenne,(c ) An- 
a  Yolnd 
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Wy Before I N to — ace; of thoſe complt 

/ wents which haye been paid to the memory of the writ- 
ers in this medical liſt, I ſhall, without remorſe, en- 
deavor to exclude from it Guillaume Rondelet. It is nut 

| always that good policy, or even humanity.i is ta he found | 
in the thread-bare precept, Jpeak nothing amiſs of 4 the 
dad. Their aſhes muſt ſometimes, for the ſake bf pof- 
terity, be diſturbed: and When a character is marked 
with the barbarity of a. ſavage, it ſhould be purſucq _ 
by. perpetual  execrations, that the gentlemen of the 

7 harley may * reminded how | difgraceful to their pro. 
FP felon, | 


of uncommon genius, to whom Roxaeler, on this occa, 
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Joins Guainity, Alexandiv! Benet, 4 Vire- 
-neſe; who have all written, e profeſſo, on the 
diſorders of women, ſeem to have ſtudiouſly | 


avoided the leaſt intimation concerning The 
Nrer denen, os i Au f Nn aa 


fellion,_ Ie a. want 5 of u enn was You 
in 1807, 8 at Montpelier, prevailed on his ſovereign to 
honor it With a anatomical theatre. It was here, that 
facrificldg the foros of a father to his paſſion for dif 
ſeQdy, he explained to his pupils che operations of the = 
buman frame, whilſt, at intervals, he cut open the dif- 
ferent Parts of the dead body of his ſon. To how 
delicate, to how tender a an acceſs he Was tranſported by 
the fine ſenſitions of an huſband, may be gathered 
from a, paſſage relating to him, in the Bibliographia 
anatomica of Door Douglaſ : Sy 'filiorum etiam gemello- 
4 rum quos Aro uno partu enixa erat, ſecu ndinas In gym- 
% nafium adferri curaverat, ut minim? wulgaria ſuper his 
1% daceret.”) I cannot help thinking that the writings 
of this phyſician are by no means equal to the reputa- 
tion which they have gained; and, that if he ſhould be 
remembered by another century, it maſt be only av the 
Rendibalis of Rabelais, a character which this Cervantes 
of France hath 4itted on him, with peculiar humor. 
The moſt capital work, (and even this is not very ac- 
curately digeſted) which paſſes under his name, is 
« Hiftoria Piſtium.“ Lugdani, folio, 1554: it hath been 
attributed to Pellicier, biſhop of Montpellier, à prelate 


ſion, was indebted for that rank, as an author, which 
| he, poſſibly, would neyer have acquired, by his own 
nes, W. FA 
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. Soranus, 0 Greek phyſician, ſomewhat 3 prior 
10 Galen, whe gained great reputation under 
- Trgjen, is the only ancient who hath treated 
of this ſubje&. The work is loſt; but A. 
tin, in the ſixteenth book, and feventy-fourth 
chapter of a performance entitled, a /yſtem of 

pic taken from the ancients,” acknowledges 
that the obſervations on the Nymphomania, ; 
are extracts from Soranns ; but as the whole 
is tranſcribed by Janus Cernarius, who hath 
rendered into Latin the works of Attins, Mr. 


Arue, deſirous of finding in the original . - 


Greck the real name of this diſorder, ex - 

amined, in the library of the king of France, 

the ſixteen books of ws, in manuſcript, 

and diſcovered that che title of the chapter | 
in queſtion was Peri tes metromanias. 
Nic te aus Myrepſus, of Alexandria, mentions 
an antidote againſt the Nymphomania, the ex- 
cellence of which he highly commends; but 
he adds nothing more; it is, however, rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe chat he alludes to the Fu- 


ror Uterinus. | 
Zonaras, in the treenty- -third page. of «+ 
third volume of his annals, relates that Z#/e- 
Bi, the wife of the emperor Conſtantius, ſon of 

mn. the great, celebrated for her beauty, 
| but 
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| but better known by her diſgrace with an 
huſband who was feeble, cold, and conſe- 
quently ill. adapted to the conſummation of 
thoſe pleaſures, of which he deprived him · 
ſelf, on account of his habitual infirmities, 
fell into àa mortal languor, which, being fol- 
lowed by violent fits of the Furor Uterings, 
put a period to her 42 before the dean of 
 Conflantius. 

 Befides i term dents N 1 
had applied to this diſtemper, we meet wih 
other denominations. Moſchio, a Greek phy- 
ſician, calls it Satyriaſis; ſome tile it Metro- 
mania, and ſume Erotomania, (d) which ſig · 
nifies the madneſs of love; but theſe names 
Ws. GE" I ſhall, in all references to 


* 


T4 If T miſtake not, Jacques Ferrand, 2 celebrated 
phyſician of the laſt century, born at Agen, in the pro- 
vince of Guienne, hath written on this ſubject. The 
work is in octavo, and entitled, ©* Trait# de la maladie 
Se d' Amour, ou de Ia melancholie erotique, avec les remedes 

gui lui ſont propres. Paris, 1623. Monfieur de Bien- 
ville, may have recourſe to it, in the library of the 
king of France, T. 1116, and the Engliſh reader will 


| Ind it, (or, at leaſt he might have found it, in the 


year 1734) in the Middle Temple library; 2 feat, fide 
A, ſhelf G, number 19. W. 
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the Furor Urins, cenfine myſelf u to the word : 
Nymphomania. --- Act op on 5 
tofu expect that, by this book, 4d6 e 
of young men will be more excited than that 

of the ſex. I ſhould therefore be wanting in 
the zeal which { profeſs for their ſervice, were 
T ro\ conclude this chapter, without reminding 
them of a powerful corrector of that favor- 
able idea which they may have formed of 

their ſuperiority over the women, in matters 

of ſtrength and excellence. This antidote 
A is the Onani/meof Monſieur Tiſſet. On this 

ſubject, imy weak pencil can never vie with 
the Expreſſive), and lively painting of this 
Muftfions man: like him, I may deſcribe 
trums, but I cannot, like him, throw them 
into the moſt intereſting points of view. 
How many perſons ſhall we find who, after 
having peruſed this important work, reflected 
on their ſituation, and felt thoſe juſtly. found- 
ed and ſalutary alarms which lead to the 
beginning of diſcretion. Such, undoubtedly, 
| were fortunate, Yet how many other readers 
have experienced, not that comforting appre · 
henſion ariſing from the juſt horror which 
they may have conceived againſt their crime, 


but the accuſations of 2 wounded conſcience, 
Which, 
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which, whilſt" it drives them: to deſpair, af. 
frights them with the proſpect of thoſe phy- 
ſical evils, to which they are expoſed, by 
their own guilt. The dread, not only of 
diſorders continually exiſting, but of thoſe 
which: unavoidably reſult from them, will af- 
flict them with that mortal languor, which is 
the conſtant, and indefatigable perſerutur of 
criminals who'have dared to labor at the de- 
ann of their being 425 
A gleam of hope will appear to N 
* from a path leading to annihilation; 
© they may, probably, have heared of ont of 
hole men, who, friends of their fellow: crea- 
tures, are much more valuable than valued; 
much leſs reſpected, than reſpectable for that 
philoſophic tenderneſs with which they ſearch 
into che nature of thoſe ſcarcely apparent, 
but evidently contagious and mortal diſ- 
tempers which ſpread deſolation amongſt the 
human ſpecies: ſuch practitioners frequently, 
and without any aſſiſting information from 
their patients, form other diſcoveries beſides 
thoſe which they obtain from their own ex- 
perience, and from a ſtudy by ſo much the 
more laborious, as an equivocal repreſenta- 
tion is inceſſantly liable to inyolve in obſcu- 
8 rity 


. rity that very knowledge which they imagine 
that they have acquired; a repreſentation 
which the afflicted are induced to make, by 
an inſurmountable; and ill placed ſenſe of 
ſhame, whilſt they idly flatter themſelves that 
they may, preferve their life, and honor, with 
the aſſiſtance of a. general uſe of medicines. 
Let us ſuppoſe, then, that theſe untiappy 
ſufferers ſhould reſolve to apply to ſome ſuch 
celebrated man, with all that confidence, 
which an exceſs of miſery can inſpire, What 
muſt be the reſult? the alarming picture, 
which an honeſt phyſician, incapable of diſ- 
gracing himſelf by holding out falſe and flat» 
tering prognoſtics, is obliged to repreſent of 
the diſorders which affect their animal oco- 
nomy z & picture which is, in this moment, 
the ſtrongeſt check that can be oppoſed 
againſt the violence of their paſſion, and 
brutalityz a picture, the ſtriking reſemblance. 
in which is confirmed to them by that excru» 
ciating, and frequently. incurable conſump- 
tion which every hour preys on theſe miſera- 
ble victims. This picture, (I ſay) which is 
yet often darkened by ſhades which conceal 
from their eyes an infinite number of much 
more ſhocking W throws them 
int 


* 
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Into 4 deſpondeney which deprives them of 
the courage requiſite to ſupport them under a 
long, diſguſting and ſevere courſe, yet alone ta- 
pable of adminiſtering remedies in their dread- 
ful firuation: ' Others,” more reſolute, enter 
on this tarcer, but are ſooh ſeized with in- 
conſtaney y abatidoning every efficacious re- 
medy, they avail themſelves of the little 
| Rirength which they may have recovered, in 
order to purſue their firſt horrible practices, 
in which they periſh, Some, (which indeed 
is uncommon) ſubmit with equal confidence 
| and perſeverance to the methods of relief, 
A radical cure is, at length, che reward of 
their docility, Others, in ſpite of an excel - 
lent regimen, in ſpite of the abilities of their 
phyſician, no longer find the leaſt ſalubrity 
in medicines, but feel themſelves condemn- 
ed, during the ſhort remains of life, to pine 
through every hour, too happy if the mo- 
ments of theſe hours ſhould not be rendered 
beyond meaſure afflicting, by thoſe firs of 
agonizing pain, which are followed by deſ- 
pair and at length terminate in deatu. 
All cheſe threatenings with which it is our 
hs to 92 220 che Uberines of both ſexes, 
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even the weakeſt inclinations to return to the 
practice of moral, or chriſtian vertue, i if much 
ſtrong reaſoning drawn from nature, if a mul-· | 

titude of known experiments, all forcibly con- 
firming this TOY: did not imprint on 


ö only. becauſe i it ſtrikes chem with 
terror. 


In vain might the mulcitude. of Chriſtiah 15 
philoſophers inceſſantly cry. aloud to them 
that incontinence, and more particularly tha 
incontinence treated of in this work, is ab- 
ſolutely an abominable crime, did not an ex- 
perienced phyſician come to their aſſiſtance, 
and convince them, in what manner this 
crime conducts them to the grave, 5 ways 
equally rapid. and tormenting. : 
obſerved plunged in theſe enormities, who, | 
for a long time, have felt the moſt ſevere 
pain, without once ſuſpecting thoſe horrible 
cauſes which produced i it! how little did they 
imagine that paſtimes, in the courſe of which 
they enjoyed ſuch voluptuous ſenſations, could 
prove the ſeeds of anguiſh and diſcaſe, Let 
them, now, open their eyes; let them ſee 
themſely ves in this mirror, which I 'preſent to 

: TY them: 7 


e 
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them: let them learn, let them admire the - 


conſtruction of their being: let them be 
taught to cheriſh, and reſpe& the order of 
their exiſtence z let them avoid every irregu- 
larity which can diſturb its important har. 
mony; and may my obſervations inſpire them 

with inexhauſtible horror, and averſion from 

thoſe abominations which impare, diſhonor, 
and, at length deſtroy them. Let ſuch as 

are 'not ſufficiently influenced by a ſenſe of 

religion, to fear the commiſſion of an out- 
rage apainſt the Author and Supreme Maſter 
of their lives, be, at leaſt, reſtrained, by 
the ſhocking proſpect of thoſe numbeilgls 
miſeries, in which they muſt, unavoidably, 
be overwhelmed: theſe are puniſhments which 
they inflict upon themſelves, at once acting 
the deſperate part of me executed, and the 
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BY of this morbific paſſion, will diſcover in 
it two accidents, each of which forms 4 di. 5 


155 begins by a Acidity" delirium, ia 
cauſe of which is in the vice of the matrix; 
it, then, turns to a maniacal delirium, the 
| principle of which is in the diſorder of the 
brain. When theſe two accidents meet, they 
form a Nymphomania: if, on the contrary, 
there ſhould exiſt but one, either the perſon 
afflicted will feel, ſimply, the violent deſires 
of coition, yet without being under a delirium, 
dr ſhe will fall into a profound melancholy, 
| or 


or into à ſupportable mania, without being 
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Us 


enfin by ineffectual e all which 


ſhall be explained in due order. 


Il ſhall firſt mention aw . enn 


as ſimply venereal. Secondly; an immode- 


rate cupidity, attended with à melanchely 


dielirium. Thirdly, an immoderate nn 
degenerated into a confirmed: madneſs. 


An immoderate venereal . 
is uſually occaſioned by the violent ſhock of 
thoſe organs which are their ſeat of pleaſures "os 


in like manner as the violence of hunger; or 
of thirſt: depends on the vigorous impreſſion 
received by the coats of "the Romachy 'or 
throat. De als «ew » i 
In women, ds are more ess than one; 


for the purpoſe of exciting venereal pleaſures. | 


Firſt, the Clitoris which, according to an uni- 


|  verſal opinion, is the moſt exquiſite ſeat of 


pleaſure. It is therefore diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of the throne of love. Seeondiy, an 
the breadth, and depth of the vagina, but 


eſpecially, at that part which, becoming ſtrait⸗ 


er, joins itſelf to the vulva, and which, at 
the end, is extremely narrow. Thirdly, the 
internal face of the matrix, which is itſelf 
5. only extremely ſenſible of pleaſure, but 

Wm) D 2 alſo 
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alſo follicits the other organs to the enjoy · 
ment of it, as the impreſſions which the ven 
tricle receives from thirſt, and hunger, occa- 
ſion. all the organs which depend on it, to 
deſire the ſenſation of drinking, and eating. 
As to the reſt, what I have remarked con- 
ceming the exquiſite ſenſibility of the matrix, - 
explains itſelf by what we obſerve in animals, 
the females of which ceaſe to deſire from the 
moment that they are with young. But we 
may perceive; to the diſgrace of humanity, 
that when the | ſenſibility of the matrix is 
blunted by a fruitful copulation, the woman 
is by no means the leſs eager after coition, in 
like manner as when the ſtomach is reple- 
niſhed with meats, and the moſt delicious 
liquors,” the inſatiable cupidity of the palate, 
and the throat for theſe ſame meats, and li- 
quors, is not deſtroyed, but they are ſwal- 
lowed until at length they are diſgorged with 
the moſt nauſeated abhorrence. In this reſ- 
pect, are we a thouſand times more beaſtly 
than the very beaſts, who adminiſter to our 
exceſſive abuſes, _ 5 
In the number of the * of pleaſure 
We be reckoned all the veſſels which, in 
women, are ſet apart for the ſecretion of the 
Jenn, 
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ſemen, as each contributes to the increaſe of 
the voluptuous ſenſations. Such are, firſt, 
the proſtate gland which ſurrounds the matrix, 
and moiſtens it copiouſly with an humor which 
iſſues from two /acune, or little orifices in the 
ſuperior part of the v«/va, on the two ſides 
of the uretbra, underneath the clitoris, Se- 
condly, the Cowperian glands which are ſitu- 
ated in the perineum, between the vulva, and 
the anus, and which by” a double conduit 
meet at the inſertion of the vagina, near the 
roots of the caruncule myrtiformes. Thirdly, 
a great number of little glands either ſepa- 
rated, or connected, which are diſtributed 
about all the vagina, from whence it js cer- 
| tain that an humor flows, ſomewhat gluti- 
nous, and not unlike the ſemen. Fourthly, 
different lacunæ which are ſpread over the in⸗ 
ternal face of the vagina, and which, without 
any orifice, do nevertheleſs emit, or rather 
filtrate a 2 8 humor, yet in a {mall * 
tit 

1 theſe facts (and they cannot reaſon- 
ably be called in queſtion) ſhould be once 


admitted, we may abſolutely conclude that 


the organs of women receive much more 


lvely impreſſions, and are, of courſe, more 
© x hable 


. 
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liable to inflammations than the organs of 


men; this may be proved from three cireum- 


ſtances; firſt, becauſe the ſhocks and mo- 
tions which excite theſe lively and powerful 
impreſſions within the organs, of which we 
have treated, impreſſions which ſtir up 

ſenſations, and deſires, are much more vio- 
lent in women, than in men. Secondly, be- 
cauſe in theſe organs is found a diſpoſition 2 


- ſometimes particular, which adds a greater 


concuſſion, and more vehemence to the ſhocks 


which excite theſe deſires. Thirdly, when 
by a ſimultaneous concurrence of one, and 
the other cauſe, the impreſſions ſtrike with 


more violence on the organs, and when theſe 


ſame organs receive ſuch impreſſions with 


more vivacity, from whence it ſeems to fol- 
low, that the ſenſations and deſires ought to 
be doubly increaſed. Theſe ſnocks which in- 
flame, in the ſex, the deſire of pleaſure; may 
be referred to three principal cauſes, 

Firſt, to an agreeable friction of the or- 
gans which is pleaſing to the woman, and 
the ſenſation of which occaſions as far as a 


certain point, titellations of different er 


15 of different 05 | 
DT: | Secondly; 
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Secondly, to ſoft and delightful nglings, 
by which ſhe is ſweetly diſturbed. __ 
Thirdly, to voluptuous thrillings, by which 
me is at once agitated, and animated,  - 
It is impoſſible to determine what kind is 
neceſſary, and to what degree, theſe motions f 
ougght to be carried, in order to excite deſires. | 
The only decided fact is, that they differ from 
all the motions of the other appetitive organs, 
With regard to the firſt cauſe, as it is en- 
tirely exterior, we cannot affirm that it gives 


birth to the Furor Uterinus. We muſt, there · 


fore, ſeek for the principle af this diſeaſe, in 
the other two cauſes. In fact, as theſe ting- 
lings, and theſe voluptuous thrillings are oc» 
caſioned by the ſeminal humors which ſprinkle 
the vulva, the vagina, and the matrix, it may 
with certainty be affirmed, that the impreſſi- 
ons wrought by theſe overflowings, and theſe 
ſprinklings, as well of the glands, as of the 
 lacune, are the neareſt cauſes of this diſorder, 
whether in its principles, or whether in its 
_ accidents: for theſe impreſſions may be more 
lively, and, of courſe, ſpur on the provoca- 
tions to pleaſure with more vivacityz and this 
for three reaſons : firſt, if the /emen, and what» 


ſoever may be called ſeminal humor ſnould 
D 4: abound 


Fl 
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abound in quantity. Secondly, if they ſhould 
become vitiated, through too much acrimony. 


| Thirdly, if they ſhould offend at once in 
abundance, and in acrimony. L 


_ Firſt, they will become vitiated 3 


doo great a quantity, and firſt, if the blood 


which diſtributes them through the organs 
ſhould, of itſelf, be too abundant, which 


tomed to pleaſure, and high living, but par- 
ticularly to rich ſauces, and ſpiced meats 
for we may take it for granted, that a thou- 
ſand little indulgences which ſhe allows her- 
ſelf, added to a table luxuriouſly ſet out, and 
at which a delicate appetite may be gratified 
in every taſte, muſt excite the — e 
ous deſires, 

This abundance of blood, or elethora, i 
peculiar to women who lead an eaſy ſedentary 
life, and amongſt whom, the perſpiration, 
incapable of eſtabliſhing irſelf, of. courſe, 
leaves them much more blood than is need- 

ful to the animal cxconomy, 
| _ Secondly, if from their conformation, the 
organs deſigned by nature for the ſecretion of 
the emen, ſhould be more ample, and open, 
a more abundant ſecretion of the ſeminal hu- 

2. mar 


generally happens when the woman is accuſ- 


2 powerful as poſſible, All theſe artieles, 
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mor muſt - neceſſarily follow, Thirdly, if 
from the frequent uſe of men, or through 
any other means, they ſnould indulge in the 
repeated enjoyments of pleaſure, the ſame 
conſequences muſt ariſe. It is thus that the 
milk increaſes, and multiplies itſelf in the 
breaſts, as the nipple is ſucked. In like man- 
ner, the more a perſon ſpits, the more the 
falival glands occaſion a copious ſecretion os 
the ptyaliſtic matter. 
Secondly, the ſemen offends by an unna· 
tural acrimony in women of a bilious, and 
atrabilious temperament, and where the ſharp 


and burning blood furniſhes a ſemen of the 


ſame character. Under theſe circumſtances 
are they who live on ſalted, high-ſeaſoned, 
and ſmoke-dried meats, who drink rich wines, 
and ſtrong liquors, and who fill themſelves 
with compound chocolate, and coffee made 


in a "y ſingular manner, irritate the blood. (e) 
Under 


(+) The San chocolate is more compound than 
any other, Not only muſk, ambergriſe, and various 
drugs are mixed with it, but ſuch quantities of cloves, 
and cinnamon are thrown in, as render it doubly in- 
flammgtory, The Paris chocolate is ſomewhat leſh per- 


nicious, The makers generally uſe the Caracca, Wo 


* who reſided * the north of England, and who 
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Under ſuch circumſtances, alſo, are they who" 
paſs their lives in continual watchings, and 
experience the tumultuous. workings of an 
imagination which is inceſſantly kept alive 

by a thouſand ann or e chi- 
meras. 
of Thirdly, 


5s de the beſt i nut, together with a little hai, the 


' freſheſt vanilla, and the fineſt ſugar. The Fug cho- 
 colate, to which only the two laſt articles are, ſome» 


times, added, is the moſt plain and innocent: it muſt 
not, however, be imagined that it hath no noxious qua- 
hities. Let me perſuade the fair one of voluptuous paſ- 
Koons, that not only chocolate mixed with vanilla, (which 
ih an unctuous, irritating, aromatic fruit,) but even the 
chocolate made of the ſimple cacao, will rather kindle, 
than extinguiſh the flame, I have pointed out to her 


the different ſorts, that, if too irreſolute to avoid them 


all, ſhe may of three evils chuſe the leaſt, The decoc. 
tions of coffee are by ſome phyſicians, reckoned gene- 
rally harmleſs, whilſt the extraordinary vertues, and, 
the ill effecte aſcribed to this berry, are equally ridi- 
euled, An abſurd account of its bad qualities may be 
ſeen in the travels of Olcarixs, and it was from this 


contemptible ſource alone that Simon Paull, (the firſt 


who wrote againſt the uſe of it) drew all his prejudices, 
The narrow compaſs of a note will not permit me to 
expatiate on the properties of coffee, I ſhall, therefore, 
only obferve that much of it, drunk by a perſon quite 
unaccuſtomed to ſtrong liquors, will cauſe intoxication, 
A learned friend aſſured me that the late worthy Docter 


Was, 


NYM PHO MANIA. 30 | 
ta hirdly, f theſe two vices, natnely the abun-· : 


dance, and the acrimony of the blood, con- 
cur together, whenſoever the cauſes, which 
produce them, are found united in the ſame 


ſubject: and it is very certain that if they 
| ſhould not be there found all at a time, they 


may ordinarily be obſerved united in a greater 
number, as their affinity to each other is * ö 


ſtrong. 


The particular diſpoſition of the organs, 


in order to feel, and anſwer in a more lively 
manner to the ſhocks which they experience, 
conſiſts in three circumſtances, Firſt, in the 


uy) and delicacy of the nervous fibres, 


4 by 


wat, in all other reſpets an exceedingly u 


man, uſually retired, after having emptied, during the 


evening, about a dozen common cup»fulls of coffee, 
ſomewhat inebriated to bed, To remove all doubts 
(although I ſcarcely had any) of the poſſibility of the 
faQ, 1 tried, (being from long habit, a confirmed wa- 
ter drinkor,) the experiment on myſelf: as, after hav- 


Ing finiſhed the ninth diſh, ; I was not, in ſpite of a very 


ſtrong conſtitution, perfectly ſober, I thought it would 
be equally unneceſſary and diſagreeable to ſeek from 
drinking any farther evidence in favor of the anecdote 
with which my friend. had furniſhed me. If the unbe. 


lieving reader can boaſt that he is as temperate as Doctor. 


Hunter was, he may, probably, find at the bottom of a 
_ twelfth cup of coffee, an infallible cure > for his inſide - 
lity. W. 


- 
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by which it happens that, although in all 
other reſpects an equality be maintained, they 
are moved with more facility, quickneſs, and 


force. Secondly, in the greater tenſion of 


theſe fibres, which, the ſame parity being ob- 
. ferved, produces effects ſimilar to thoſe which 

have juſt deſcribed, 'Thirdly, in the fimul- 
taneous concurrence whether of the delicacy, 
or of the extraordinary tenſion of theſe little 
fibres, the reſult of which is, that theſe oſell- 
lations, conſtantly obſerving in all other ref. 
| pets the ſame quality, are more active, more 
ready, and more ah and this for two 
reaſons, 


Firſt, the nervous fibres in women are more 5 


delicate, on account of their natural confor- 
mation. It is thus, that we perceive ſome 

animals endued with more exquiſite ſenſations | 
than others; it is thus, that in the ſame ſub- 
je& may be obſerved ſome parts poſſeſſed of 
a more lively ſenſibility than the reſt. Such 
was the will of the Great Author of Nature. 

This delicacy of the fibres may allo ariſe from 
the preceding and reiterated ſhocks which 
they may have experienced, either in a natu- 
ral commerce with men, or from an artificial 


irritation of the feminine parts, the uſe of 
| which 
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which ſingularly increaſes the flexibility, and 
ſenſation of the nervous fibres) in like manner 
as an inſtrument becomes more attuned, and 
ſends forth more inſpiring and agreeable 
founds, after. having been for a long ns 
played on. 

| Secondly, theſe fibres are ſametimes under; 
a ſtronger tenſion, and, of courſe, their vis 
bratlons are more lively z this is alſo in the ors 
der of the natural conformation, It is by this 
conformation 'that the different faculties of 
ſenſation are produced in the organs: it is, 
for this reaſon, that one perſun hath à more 
piercing ſight, another a quicker ear, another 
a ſtronger power of ſmelling, &c. 
This tenſion may alſo ſometimes be occa» 
ſioned by the great dryneſs which affects the 
parts, whether proceeding from a natural de- 
fea, or cauſed by ſome diſtemper as for ex- 
7 ample, an inflammation, and phlogofis, which 

powerfully contract the nervous fibres, and 
occaſion in the natural parts frequent ting- 
lings, and ſhootings, which render the Gn 
extremely acrimonious. ? 
Thirdly, theſe nervous fibres are more 8 
licate, and more tenſe, when all the cauſes 
of which we have treated, or at leaſt the 


greater 


E: 
| 
| 
| 
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greater number of them meet in the ſame 
ſubject; and this ought generally to be the 
eaſe, on account of their cloſe connection. 


Whenſoever theſe cauſes concur together, the 


conſequence. will be, for two reaſons which 
we have ſufficiently explained, that by the 


N tenſion, and delicacy of che fibres, 


the venereal deſires muſt be rendered more 
lively, and more frequent. 

In ſhort, if it ſhould happen that the two 
cauſes which we have mentioned, one of which 
depends on the acrimony, and abundance of 


the blood, and the other on the tenſion, and 
delicacy of the fibres, were to unite in the 


ſame ſubject, which is almoſt conſtantly the 


| caſe on/ account of their cloſe affinity, the re- 


ſult would be that, on the one hand, the 


fibres of the parts, or of the. organs muſt be 


more powerfully and ſenſibly affected by the 


abundance and acrimony of the ſemen; and, 


on the other hand, that the motions and 
ſhocks would be more forcibly: received; 
becauſe the fibres increaſing in tenuity, and 


in tenſion, their vibration becomes much 
- more ſenſible, from whence it is eaſy to con- 


clude, that the ſenſation and deſires of plea» - 


ſure muſt be doubly augmented, But, ſhould 


theſe 


N VM uo N K. 


eſe united ſhocks diſturb the fibres of thi 
brain, a more, or leſk raging delirium muſt 
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enſue, according to the increaſed, or mitigated 


violence of che concuMang-orin 


SEL 


to its being more, or leſs habitual, The fa» 
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CHAP. Iv. 


1 


The * and ſymptoms of the Furon 5 


Urzkixus. 


From what hath been already advanced, 


it may reaſonably be concluded that there is 
no malady, of which the gradations are more 
rapid, and violent, or the ſymptoms of which 
remain a longer time concealed, at leaſt dur- 
ing its firſt ſtages, and even when it hath at- 
tained to a certain degree of malignity, Then 
it is that the piercing and enquiring eye of 
ſome experienced practitioner, whoſe obſerva- 


tion nothing can eſcape, muſt be fixed on 


every mark of this diſtemper: it is only ſuch 


a man who, notwithſtanding the little ap- 
— of * in the wound, knows, 
whilſt 
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Whilſt he at once conceives the neceſſity of 
ſuch a proceeding, how to prove, with equal 
reſolution, and ability, the fiſtulous ſinuſes, 
as well as to penetrate the purulent cavities 
which might not even have been _—_ of, 
by another, | 

Although the Furor bun be a morbific 


3 paſſion which is tolerably conſtant as to its 


ſymptoms in the different ſubjects where it 
occurs, it neyertheleſs undergoes variations, 
which, if not eſſential, are at leaſt accidental, 
and the knowledge of which is of ſome con- 
ſequence, in order that this malady may be 
exactly traced through its ſeveral degrees, I 
mall therefore treat of it, firſt, in its begin- 
ning, ſecondly, in its confirmed ſtage, and 
thirdly, in its deſperate ſtage. 
In the firſt ſtate, reaſon ſtill remains in a 
full poſſeſſion of all her privileges; virtue is 
ſtill capable of fixing a thouſand ſtings within 
the, conſcience of the guilty ; the laſciviouſ- 
_ neſs glowing in the imagination mult as yet 
ſtruggle againſt thoſe impreſſions of modeſty 
and honor which excite a reſolution to riſe in 
_ oppoſition to its malignity at leaſt, if the 
paſſion be ſubmitred to, the utmoſt care is 
caken to conceal it under the impenetrable 
13 veil 
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veil of myſtery. In this ſituation, the good 
principles which the moment of brutality 
had in vain endeavored to ſuppreſs, will be 
awakened by continual remorſe, and the re- 
penting ſufferer will recolle& herſelf, and re- 
aſſume her former tranquility. Whatever 
obſtacles The may have to contend againſt, 
ſhovld ſhe retain the power of adhering to 
this reaſoning :' it is neither permitted nor bo- 
norable that J fhould yield to ſo ſhameful a paſ* 
fon, and ſhould ſhe keep in view this vertu- 

ous maxim, ſhe may, for a long time, and is 
perhaps always, reſiſt the violence of her de- 


fires; She will be able to extricate herſelf 


with more eaſe from the firſt confequences 
of this dreadful malady, mould her fibres 
have received ſeſs violent ſhocks; and this 
will be the caſe, firft, ſhould ſhe be ſo orga- 
nized as to be endued with a weaker degree 
of ſenſibility ; 3 ſecondly, ſhould ſhe be ſo hap- 

- py as to fall into a refreſhing fleep which 

might reſtore theſe fibres to the calm which 
they enjoyed previous to their tenſion ; third- : 
ly, if neither her nouriſhment, nor her man- 
ner of - living ſhould be at all irritating; 
fourthly, ſhould the ſeeds of a good educa- 
tion * * alive by vertuous examples; 

| fifthly, 


on, the malady muſt be eſteemed confirmed; 
for the afflicted perſon no longer views any 
8 E 2 objects 


1 
e 
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'Bſthly, ſhould the be able to flee from all ob- 


jects capable of exciting theſe . vibrations; 
ſixthly, ſhould ſhe in time make uſe of ano- 
wu and cooling medicines, | 


But, if after having long ſtruggled _ 5 
the violence of her paſſion, ſhe ſhould em- 


ploy the powers of her mind, in purſuit of 
reaſons which might invalidate the truth, and 


* 


propriety of the maxim which we have Juſt : 


eſtabliſhed ; ſhould ſhe be of a temperament 


naturally inflammable; ſhould ſhe ſearch 
-without precaution for objects which muſt re- 


duce her to this diſtemper; ſhould ſhe aban- 
don herſelf to an indolent, ſenſual, and vo- 
luptuous life; ſhould ſhe conceive an averſion 


from thoſe fortunate examples which might . 


recall her to a love of vertue; ſhould ſhe, 
inſtead of having recourſe to ſuch aſfuaging 


drinks as might ſoften the acrimony of the 


hhumours, fly to wine, and ſpiritudus liquors; 
and ſhould ſhe be deprived of ſlecp, ſoon the 


| reiterated ſhocks of the fibres of the organs 


muſt occaſion ifi the fibres of the btain, a 
tenſion, or father a preſſure which would 
prove the cauſe of madneſs: In this ſituati- 
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objects with the ſame eyes. Her mind, and | 
her heart take quite a different turn ; ſhe en- 
joys withour diſquiet, and without remorſe, 
every thing whatſoever, which before, whether 
preſent, or even. thought of, produced a 
' thouſand horrors in her ſoul; ſhe can then 
aſk herſelf, what can be ſo delightful as to give 
à looſe to amorous dęſires? the melancholy de- 
rium may now be ſaid to have ſeized her, 
and we ſhall perceive her paſſing with pleaſure 
from the firſt to the ſecond ſtage, and rap- 
turouſly approaching the arms of death, 
thrown open to receive her, in the third flage, 
to which ſhe advances with haſty ſtrides. ' 

| Nevertheleſs, in this ſecond ſtage, the little 
natural conſonance of the fibres is not always 
certain. It may vary from ſeveral natural, S 
and artificial cauſes. 4 
\_ Firſt this violent cupidity may of iſelf be 
checked by a number of accidents, which it 
might be too tedious to paryicularize , in this 
place. 

Secondly, the repoſe of geep procured by 
emulſions, and narcotics, . and ſometimes 
ariſing even from the. neceſſity of nature, 
may moderate the precipitate motions of che 
deen. 


Thirdly, | 
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Thirdly, anodynes alone, properly admi- E- 
niſtered, may relax them. | 
_ © Fourthly, the great heat of the blood may A 
be tempered by veneſections, | and refri- 

geratives. ; e LOR 
Pifthly, advice, reproaches, and, when 
gentle means prove unſucceſsful, corrections 
may ſometimes bring back the Wo cr 
minal to her duty. 
PFrom all this, we may obſerve that this 
ſecond ſtage is ſtill ſuſceptible of variations, 
of relief, and of a cure; the ſucceſs of the 
different applications will ſoon appear from 
the carriage, the converſation, and the whole 
conduct of the patient. 

It is, however, difficult to deſcribe with 
what facility, and precipitation, the progreſſion 
„is made from the ſecond, to the third ſtage, 
in which the diſorder muſt be conſidered as 
deſperate. - In this ſtate, its duration hath 
wrought' in the fibres an entire alteration of 
the tones, The ideas are acted upon by ab- 
ſolutely different repreſentations, which oc- 
caſion the heart, and mind of the perſon 
afflicted, to adhere to a ſecond propoſition, 


contradictory to the firſt ; ſo that inſtead of 


feeling, at leaſt by ſhort intervals, ſome ap- 
E 3 -prehenſions 


f e the ache of FEE the ſinks 
into a ſtate of perfect reconciliation with the 
powers of her body, and ſoul, and reſolves 
to maintain that nothing is ſo honorable, ſo 
- natural, and fo allowable as to yield herſelf 
up to all the pleaſures of the ſenſes, 

In this ſhocking ſtate, it is highly requiſite 
to remark the different poſitions of the fibres, 
as conſonant to, or diſſonant from the firſt 
propoſition, Theſe fibres, as I have already 
obſerved, change their tone, with a quantity 
of others which violently excite venereal de- 
; fires; ſo that the fibres which were before at 
diſſonance, do perfectly accord, whilſt there 
is an abſolute diſcord amongſt thoſe which 

were in uniſon. It is from this general over- 
throw of all their relations to each other, that 
2 delirium ariſes to deſtroy the order of ideas, 
and impels the perſon afflicted to affirm what 
ſhe hath denied, and to deny what ſhe hath 
affirmed. This delirium varying, and in- 
creaſing to an infinite degree, ſoon unites 
with a ſpecies of fury; ſo that the unhappy 
fair one, wandering from the path of ſound 
| reaſon, and continually excited by the ve- 
hement emotions of her mind, flies, with the 
moſt enraged frenzy, againſt all who venture 
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to oppoſe the gratification of her deſires j and 
this js preciſely the real maniacal delirium... 
Where ſhall that raſh, woman be found, i 
who, after having read theſe alarming truths, ; 
which the intereſts of humanity compel me 
to unfold, will not ſhudder, when ſhe con- 
ſiders the abominable ſituation into which the 
may be driven, at her. firſt entrance into the 
- paths of luſt? | ltd 
It is to be obſerved that he mo te 
lirium, how conſiderable ſoever it may be, is 
not univerſally alike ; it is frequently excited 
only by ſome particular objects which inflame 
the ardor of pleaſure. For this reaſon, the 
firſt attacks of this diſorder ſhould not always 
be conſidered as ſymptoms peculiar to a mania, 
ſince they alſo belong to thoſe accidents reſult» 
ing from a melancholy delirium; we (ſhall, 
therefore, call this firſt ſtate, the Deuterepathic 
Mania, and the ſecond ſtate, in which the fits 
are more violent, and more general, the Pra- 
topathic Mania. It would be needleſs to ex- 
patiate on this ſubject, and, particularly, as 
it would, unavoidably, lead us into a tedious 
digreſſion concerning the parts of the head, 
an anatomical knowledge of which is of no 
great conſequence 1 in the application of pre- 
SS. {criptions 
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ſeriptions for the cure of the Furor Uterinus, 
which is the principal obje of our attention. 
It will be ſufficient to know that the continui- 
ty, and ſhocks of the fibres in the organical 
parts, infallibly produce a tenſion, and a 
preſſure in the fibres of the head, which cauſe 
a delirium; that this delirium in” ſome is uni- 
verſal, and in others, is excited only by par- 
ticular circumſtances ; ſo that in whatſoever 
light we conſider it, we can ſcarcely entertain 
the leaſt hope that ir will admit of a cure, | 
We ſhall N N this furor by its an 
ferent cauſes, 
- Firſt, the cauſe which proceeds Hi too 
great an abundance of the ſemen, or from a 
conſiderable acrimony, or rather from too 
great an ee and an en of the 
are. united. © | 
Secondly, the cauſe which: ariſes Som! A 
vice in the nervous fibres of the organical 
parts, which receive more lively impreſſions, 
either on account of their delicacy, or of 
their tenſion, or on account of their delicacy, 
and their tenſion united, which is the reaſon 


why they enjoy a much more exquiſite en. 


Thirdly, : 


Thirdly, the bad which” is produced by 
a vice in the ſemen, and by a vice in the or- 
ganical parts; for, in this caſe, the malady i Is, 
by the re-union of ſimple cavſes, doubly en. 
eie 

We ſhall alſo divide it into its ſymptomatic 
relations : : and," firſt, into a Furor Uterinus 
without'a delirium, and ſuch as we have de- 
ſcribed ir, in the firſt period of this malady ; 
ſecondly, into the Furer Uterinus, with the 
melancholy delirium, as hath been ſufficiently 
explained in this, and the preceding chaprers 3 
thirdly, into a maniacal Furor. 

From this diviſion, and all which we have 
hitherto obſerved, it is eaſy to conceive that 
the ſymptoms muſt differ according to the 
ſeveral degrees of the diſtemper; yet it can- 
not be doubted that there are general ſymp- 
toms which equally belong to all the afffict- 
ed, and to the different degrees of the diſ- 
temper, I ſhall, therefore, divide them into 
common ſymptoms, and into proper ſymp- 
toms. The common ſymptoms are an itch- 
ing, and a kind of ſhooting felt in the part 
of the vagina, and of the matrix, which are 
continually irritated by the acrimony of the 
ſemen, which * them into an erethiſmus, 

| from 
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from whence proceeds that violent contraction 
which dries up all the veſſels deligned to 
moiſten the parts 4 from hence alſo proceeds 
the llowneſs in the return of the blood, which 
brings on a phlogefis, which hath frequently 
been obſerved in the dead bodies of metro- 
maniacs, This phlogefis is not always a ſimple 
ſymptom of this diſtemper; it may alſo very 
often be the cauſe of i N 
Sccondly, a violent burning, and aridity 
in the parts; the conſequence. of which is, 


being dried up, the organs are inceſſantly 
open to receive the impreſſions of the air. 
This alſo hath frequently been obſerved at the 
diſſection of the bodies. 

| Thirdly, the citoris is vſually ivlled, and 
larger than in diſcreet women. 
Fourthly, one of the ovaria, or even. ; both 

are puffed up with a viſcous, purulent, and 5 
thick humor, and filled with little ova, the 
form of which excceds the natural form. 
The trunks are alſo infected with this matter, 
as appeared from remarks made on e 
the diſeaſed. _ 
-  Fifthly, a virulent flux generally Aa 
panies theſe other da whether it be 


that the partitions, or tunics of the matrix 


| that 1 5 
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that the interior part of the vagina having 
been frequently irritated by ſelf. pollution, 
diſtils a thick, and viſcous ſanies, or whether 
this. ſanies proceeds from ſome filtuloys den 
of the vagina, or of the matrin. 
Excluſiye of theſe common 8 
there are proper ſymptoms, in the different 
ſtages of the diſorder. Thus, in the firſt 
ſtage, the afflicted fall a prey to flames which, 
ſuperior to any reſiſtance, inceſſantiy burn 
within them. Theſe flames, the turpitude of 
which they feel, purſue them every where. 
They become troubled, ſolitary, ſad, penſive, 
ſilent, and ſtudiouſly avoid the ſociety of their 
companions.. Nothing ſo powerfully affect 
them as the obſcene thoughts with which their 
minds are pre-engaged ; for theſe, they loſe 
hunger, thirſt, and ſleep, and icarcely pay 
the ſlighteſt attention to their natural wants, 
leſt they ſhould, for a moment, be withdrawn 
from objects which diſquiet them. They fall 
into ſuch lively, and deep meditations, that 
the ſalacious, and lewd ideas by which the 
fibres of the brain are continually fatigued, 
occaſion oſcillations, and a tenſion. which ab- 
ſolutely rob them of the uſe of ſleep. 


They : 
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They enjoy ſome fortunate intervals, dur- 
ing which the flagrancy of their deſires ſtrikes 
them with horror, They, ſometirnes, en- 
deavor to turn back into the path of chaſtity ; 
but they more frequently employ themſelves 
in attempting to diſcover means which may 
preclude every perſon from a knowledge of 
their ſituation. They even hope to conceal 
it from thoſe who are the cauſe of it. Bur 
f how vain is reſolution, and how ineffectual 
are efforts, when weakneſs is the ſource of 
The peruſal of a novel, a voluptuous pic- 

3 ture, a laſcivious ſong; the converfation, and 
the carreſſes of ſome ſeducing man, ſoon ex- 
cite thoſe emotions, of which but the mo- 
ment before, ſhe deemed herſelf the miſtreſs, 
and imagined that ſhe could, e 
have ſuppreſſed them. 

It muſt, however be granted, that this firſt 
ſtage admits of intervals ſufficiently long to 
afford time for the cure of the diſeaſed, Yet, 
let not even the real tranquility, which they 
appear to enjoy, be too firmly relied on. 


It is but an half-extinguiſhed fire, which will 
blaze out, on the firſt opportunity, with a 
fury too violent to be ſubdued, On the con- 
| .". ways 
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trary, let us profit by thoſe precious moments, 
for which we are, ſometimes, indebted to a 
critical, and plentiful evacuation; ſometimes 
to bleedings, and thoſe prophylactic medi- 
cines which a phyſician may have, thought 
proper to preſcribe; at other times, to a re- 
gimen which particular ſeaſons and places 
introduce; and at other times, to a fall, which 
indiſpenſably requires remedies, reſt, and as 
exact a diet as if the buſineſs were to accom- 
pliſh the cure of the moſt malignant interior 
| malady. Loet us, therefore, avail ourſelves 
of theſe favorable moments, and reſtore a 
calm to this little world, in which ſtorms 
and tempeſts have occaſioned ſuch horrible 
. diſorders. Let us remove the fair' ſufferer 
from every object capable of rekindling the 
flames. Confine her, during a long time, to 
a moiſt, temperate, and cooling regimen. In- 
dulge her, with amuſements ſuitable to all her 
innoceat inclinations, and vary her engage- 
ments, in ſuch a manner that none may ſeem 
tedious to her, Contrive that every little 
labor may as much exact from her the in 
vention of the mind, as the dexterity of the 
hands. For, how many employments may 


ſhe from cuſtom. go through which leave 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
' 
\ 


| 
| 
j 
| 
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the mind, and heart at full leiſure to attend 5 


to thoſe which are the moſt pernicious! 
In the ſecond ſtage, the fibres of the brain 
are ſo fatigued by conteſts with the imagina- 


tion, that they degin to change their tone. 


Then, the images, which could not appear, 


but with the moſt revolting, turpitude, find 
an eaſier, and leſs diſturbed acceſs. A de- 


lirium and ſadneſs ſeize on the miſerable ſuf- 


 ferer z ſhe thinks it equally difficult and dif- 


treſsful to remain always in arms againſt the 


- Pleaſures of the ſenſes; ſhe harbours doubts 
| Concerning the truth of that maxim, to which 


we have alteady alluded, and ranſacks her 
mind-and heart for reaſons wherewith to con- 
demn the ſeverity of it, and to juſtify the 


conttadictory propoſition, as ſuggeſting no- 


thing unbecoming. At one moment, ſhe 
condemns herſelf; and ſhidders at her ſitu- 
ation; at another moment, ſhe weighs the 
advantages of an entirely voluptuous” life, 
againſt thoſe of a diſereet and decent con- 
duct. She finks into a deep melaticholy, 
her powers fail, her vertue periſhes,' a lutu- 


rlous inclination, and all the laſcivious images 
which accompany it, ſtifle remorſe; and 
ſeize — her whole mind. To compleat the 


ſhameful 
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ſhameful victory, impadence aſſurnes the place 
of modeſty. . 


| Inſtead of contending againſt defires, the 
ſeeks only to multiply, and to glur them. 


It is not in the power of the ſenſes to admi- 


niſter enough to ſatiate her ſhocking cupidity, 
All who can add fuel to this burning paſſion, 


become her tutelary gods, to whom, ſhe, now, 
; without a bluſh; preſents her incenſe. 5 


During this deplorable ſtate, the meaneſt 


man is, in het eye, an intereſting perſonage. 


She draws him to her by a thouſand means tc 


tedicus to deſcribe; ſhe cateffes, ſhe ſolicits, 
© ſhe beſecches him; and when her flatteries 
have not ſucceeded, ſne, without ſcruple, 


employs threats to force him to ſatisfy her 


brutality. It is then, that the fibres of the 
brain ate ſo totally unſtrung, that theit diſ- 


ſonance is turned into perfect accord, arid 
| that the unhappy victim no longer feels a dif- 


ficulty in petſuading herſelf that ſhe is ar 
length permitted to obey her paſſions, and 
that ſhe may utter, and commit every ex- 
travagance, to which ſo ſhameful an error can 
reduce her. 


In the third ſtage, this melancholy turns 


to a mania, or furor, "Then, the mind is ab- 
_— 


— 
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ſolutely diſtracted, particularly when venery 
is the ſubject; ſhe continually practiſes the 
moſt diſguſting obſcenities: with the hopes 
of enjoying them, ſhe perpetually ſolicits, 
preſſes, and purſues every man ſhe. meets, 
whether known or unknown. If reſiſted, 
| the ſeizes them, and, in a frenzy, beats, and 
wounds them. There are other ſymptoms. 
_ uſually. attendant on every venereal mania, 
and theſe 'are an inſomnia, or wakefulneſs 
a want of appetite, and thirſt, in ſpite of 
the great neceſſity there is for eating, and 
drinking; a burning heat throughout all the 
body, yet no fever; an inſenſibility to the 
moſt piercing cold; coſtiveneſs ; the urine 
thick, of 2 purple ae; and in ſmall 
quantities. = 
Then it is that thoſe terrible accidents, 
| which there is a poſſibility of ſometimes pre- 
venting in the firſt and ſecond ſtage of the 
diſeaſe, infallibly preſent themſelves; ſuch 
as tumors, impoſthumes, bydatides, abſceſſes, | 
a flux attended with a fetid purulence, the 
phlogofis of the matrix, and all the neigh- 
bouring parts, beſides many other accidents, 


the enumeration of which would be of no 
| aſſiſt. 


Y 


LS 
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| aliſtance in communieating a knowledge of 

| this deſperate ſituation, which, unfortunately | 
for theſe wretched objects, reveals irſelf oy... 


req þ 


| roo evident a mee, eee 


cn A TY e 
The Agua fit fins of the 3 Umm, 


er * rate zo be Few from them, 


[ 


3 is not A ut as it may be ee to 
diſcover, at the firſt inſpection, the ſtate of 
this malady, or even to pronounce upon its 
exiſtence. Were all the ſymptoms which we 
| have particularized, to be found united in the 
fame ſubject; it might be poſſible for a phy- 
fician to determine at one glance; not only 
that the diſtemper ſubſiſts, but alſo that it is 
arrived at ſuch, or fuch a ſtage; and in this 
fituation, there could be no reaſon to heſitate. 
about the choice of the means requiſite to 
effect a cure. But a melancholy experience 
hath informed us, that there is no ſtate in 
. F which 
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which, the. diſeaſed can ſo artfully diſſemble, 
nor any malady which of itſelf throws ſo many 
equivocal appearances in the way of our ex · 
aminations. On this account, I could not 
cenſure the conduct of ſome phyſicians (whom 
I ſucceeded) in the treatment of patients of 
this kind, although . theſe gentlemen had, 
during a long time, preſcribed for them, with- 
out ſuſpecting the nature of their diſorder, 
As they ſucceeded i in impoſing on thoſe, by 
whom they were attended, before, they flat- 
tered themſelves that their deſigns againſt me 
. would be equally fortunate, and aſſured mes, 
in advance, that I ſhould be no more able to 
procure them, relief, than wer my prede- 
ceſſurs. 
This then, is the ar. and as; the fame 
time, the greateſt obſtacle that I know of, 
to the diſcovery, of the Furor Uterinus z it is 
the turpirude of the cauſes which have pro- 
duced it, concerning which, the afflicted per- 
ſon will, preſerve the moſt obſtinate ſilence, 
until the may. have. fallen into thoſe, maniacal 
accidents which. diſcover it; that is to ſay, 
until ſhe be plunged into that ſhocking, ſity» 
ation, in which ſhe no longer remains ſuſcep« 


tible of a cure. The ſecond obſtacle, which 1 
have 
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have taken notice of, is not leſs conſiderable. 
It proceeds from the equivocal appearance of 
even the moſt evident ſymptoms. I ſhould. 
ſuppoſe that the organical'parts being in the 


© moſt terrible ſtate, the patient, attacked by 


ſharp ſhooting pains, feels herſelf forced in 

ſpite of all her evaſions to diſcover the ſeat 
of her diſeaſe; the phyſician, after the moſt 
judicious examination of the accidents which 
exiſt, would not yet be able to form any cer» 
tain prognoſtic; for, as theſe accidents are 


common to the hes venerea, would they be 


rather attributed to the metromania, than to 
an impure and temporary commerce, which 
might have produced them, whilſt ſucceed- 


ing negligence might have carried them to 
theſe dreadful extremities? certainly, the pa- 


tient having once reſolved to diſſemble, will 
be more inclined to accuſe: herſelf of a mo- 
mentary fault, than to acknowledge that ſhe 
lives in an habitual ſtate of infamy ; her de- 
ceit will alſo be the more artful, as her 


weakneſs. occaſioned by pain, and the opera- 


tions of the medicines muſt have impaired 
the vivacity of her paſſions, or at leaſt have 
checked the exterior demonſtrations of them. 
To prove the truth of what I advance, it is 

FS —- only 
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only neceſſary to examine the nature of theſe - 
accidents-in; the organical parts. | Such is a 
fetid und purulent effunrr. 
In 'whatſoever light we may conſider this 
efflux, we can never imagine it to be an in- 
ſtance of the exiſtence of the metromania y for 
either it proceeds from the bladder, by the 
| Canal of the urefbru, or from the matrix by 
the ungina, or in ſhort,” from the proſtate, 
and all the other kinds of glands, In the firſt 
caſe, this eflux may be attributed to the ul- 
cers of the reins, or of the bladder; in the 
ſecond caſe, it may be determined that the 
mathix is inflamed and ulcerated; and in the 
third caſe, there can be no doubt but that a 
very corroſive virus muſt have eaten into the 
orifices: of the glands. But theſe vices in the 
reins, and in the bladder, 1 in the matrix, and 
in the glands, not being abſolutely proper to 
a metromania, the point muſt ſtill remain 
doubtful. - Indeed, if the patient ſhould have 
no power over thoſe exterior demonſtrations, 
which, by manifeſting” the diſorders of the 
mind, reveal at the ſame time the cauſe of 


the-malady i in the body; there can be no dif- 5 


| ficulty in n a I of the caſe. 
e 1 Thus, 
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Thus, in the firſt ſtage, theſe ſeveral pointy 


15 are to be enquired into. 4e 


Firſti whether the patient feels ſome inen. 
nation, in the nnn * n che ie 


an 11 SiG 504 ih 51440 
| Secondly, Wader. this inclaio be a 
ſole cauſe; of her languor, 1 4 tet 


Thirdly, whether, on a contrary, from 
a vice in her temperament, ſhe be ſuſceptible 
of a tender paſſion, in favor of the firſt men 
who may preſent himſelf, e IN 
Fourthly, whether ſhe be not ee | 
to. ſatisfy her own A by habitual felf- 


Pollution. Rive 03:4 
F ifthly, If the naſe di or lef abun: f 
dant. 1 10 | * 


Sixthly, if ſhe his Wa W 5 

and averſe from thoſe parties of pleaſure, of 

which deutet young bene are _ 
ally. fond; e005) 

It is not neceſſary that al theſe ens th ſhould 
be found united, in order to afford a bauſe 

for ſuſpecting that the diſtemper is beginning 


to apptar. The phy ſician muſt now uſe al“ 
his endeavors to abtain the confidence of his 
patient. . „ enen 435 IE ae 1 


' 
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Ne muſt be cautious of diſcovering that he 


$6 


2 the nature of her diſorder, leſt 


nase ſuould not only meet with a repulſe from 
her, but throw her into an inſurmountable 


nations with equal gentleneſs,” and art. In 


ſhort, he muſt employ every poſſible and 


| agrecable ſtratagem, in arder to gain her good 
opinion, and n the: maſter of: all hey 


ſaree. 22 


 kitle and little he muſt infuſe into her mind 


ſome idea of her danger, and, at length, he 


muſt, inſenſibly, teach her to reflect upon it, 
witk horror. His remedies, ſupported by his 


counſels, and ſome precautions taken by her 


parents, who may be informed of her firuati- 
on, ſhould they be ſo prudent as not to ren- 
der ſuch a diſcovery detrimental to the phy- 
ſician, and his patient, will, in concert, lay 


the foundation 1 4 * at once n ng 


Certain. 


of this diſorder... For, in ſpite of all difi- 


mulation, there are moments, during which 


the patient ſhews herſelf, ſuch as ſhe really 


bv | Beſides, a ſingular character, if not of 
1 laſel⸗ 


diſtruſt of him. He muſt ſound her ineli- 


At firſt, he muſt Haines: five kate by 


It is more 0000 . is wind hens 


riuus is an opprobrious, and horrible diſtem- 
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Iafelviouthels at leaſt of 1{berrinifin, may be 
obſerved in her actions, and converſation.” 
Her melancholy aſſumes a more gloomy caſt, 
her advances towards all flattering object be- 
come more impradent if any accidents ſub- 


fiſt in the organical parts, they are mote m- 
 lignant, and violent; a burning hear which 


conſumes her, her averſion from meat, and 
drink, her inſenſidility to cold, her forced re. 
tirement from all ſober company, and'the' ve 


hement indeceney with which ſhe yields Her- 
ſelf up to thofe who pleafe her, too fully 


prove that the diſorder hath already made 
ſome progreſs, and that not a moment is to 


be loſt, in fecurring to the means of flop 
ping it, 


The third period i is Fer with ſuch evi- 
dent ſigtis that even the leaſt experienced 
praRirioner cannot miſtake them. But the 
reader need only recollect what hath been ob- 


ſerved concerning theſe ſymptoms, in the pte. 
| ceding chapter. 


Progneflic. The Metromania, or Furor Cre. 


per] diſgrace and infamy 'alight not only on 
the vreteh who I attacked by it, but on 
">" OI parents 


\ 
\ 


— 
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parents who lament the hour in which Shale 
child Was born. TRL | 
It may be aſſerted that f it is pt Bo dickcule 

t cure, and. generally. ſubje& to..a relapſe, 
he the very moment, when it is leaſt expect 
ed, The more inveterate it is, the more it 

bal the power of remedies, , __ 
Alti is, for this reaſon, that in order to form 
a prognoſtic of i it, we muſt carefully attend 
to its different ſtages, and to the ſeveral de- | 


grees. of each . 
In the firſt ſtage, 1 diſtinguiſh three a 
grees, 


F irt, 3 che diſtemper i is abſolutely juſt 
beginning; then, with. very few Precautions, 
and a ſmall quantity of long continued reme - 
dies, a cure may be relied 6 
|. Secondly, when the diſtemper hath, already 
taken ſome root; when the imagination hath 
been fatigued by laſcivious repreſentations 1 
when the fibres of the organs, haye ſuffered, 
reiterated tenſions; and yet, when the pa- 
tient, without much ſtruggle reflects upon. 
her ſituation and conduct with horror : under 
theſe circumſtances, with more precautions, 
and with morg "multiplied, and longer conti- 


nued remedies, we my depend upon a cure. 
Thirdly; 
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Thirdly, when by the reiterated hock of 
of the fibres, the laſcivious repreſentatipns 
fix ſa: Qriking an impreſſion. on. the patient, 
that ſhe begins to fear the oppoſition of her 
chaſter ſentiments, which muſt condemn the 
wild diſorder reigning : within her heart; and 
when, ſhe turns her eyes. alide, from that 
abyſs, the depth of which ſhe ſtill. is ignorant 
of, we may conclude that the malady is ex- 
tremely dangerous, although but 1 in its a 


r 
It is, on this account, Fong too „ muck, at, 


tention cannot be paid to the conduct of the 
youthful part of the fair ſex, nor, when the 
ſlighteſt ſymproms relating. to this diſorder i 
perceived, ſhould any time be loſt in the pur 
ſuit of that method, and the application of 
thoſe remedies, which L ſhall mention in the 
next chapter. | There is no other —_ 
which can require more inſtant, relief, 
which ſo ae reminds us of the —_ 
proverag not +l 1 Gif 7 ad 


Printipiis obſta ; ſerd wt cina pratiry 
wor Cum mala' 'per Tongs invaluere mores.” 


In the ſecond period, 1 diſtinguiſh two de- 


grees, F irſt, the delirium, in the beginning, | 
hath | 
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hath not acquired its full ſtrength, TTY 


» je&'to intermiſſions which are, ſometimes, 


2 ſufficiently long to afford leiſure forthe intro 
duRion of ſerviceable. preſcriptions. Under 
theſe circumſtances, "there is reaſon to hops 
that the malady may not be incurable.” Se. 
condlly, when the melancholy Atlirium is al- 
moſt continual, or when its intervals are very 
wort. In this caſe, the only prognoſtic which 
ein be formed, is beyond meaſure alarn ng. 
* I would, however, be extremely imprus 
dent, if, even here, we ſhould abandon hope, 
With every reaſon to fappoſe ir improbable 
that the malady conld have been ſurmornted, 
I have obſerved ſome inſtances of aftoniſhing 
cures; but theſe,” "indeed, © refalted © from 
equally extraordinary events, at no period ta 
' be r&lied on, although the poſſibility of them 
might be ſufficient to fatter the expectations 
of thoſe who are intereſted in them, 
The third ſtage only offers the moſt dif. 
heartening prognoſtic. The hopes of recal- 
ling the patient to any modeſt principle, are 
entirely loſt, as ſhe is, now, deprived of 
reaſon. Beſides, all the organical parts are 
eaten away by abſceſſes, and incurable ulcers, 


| The matrix, and even the ovarta, are often 
5 e 
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infected with- ſcirrhous; and cancerous ti 
mours: in this deplorable fituation, death i is. 
her ſole reſource, and the may be deemed 
| fortunate, ſhovld-ſhe, inſtead of raging under 
this furor, fink into an inſenſible, helpleſs 
idiotiſm, and thus avoid thoſe ſhocking mi. 

ſeries to which friafliacs are expoſed. * 
| -Incurable as this ſtate may be, ve mu 
not, on any account, abandon the patient to 
her unhappy fate. To the very concluſion 
of all, we muft aſſuage her torments, by 
thoſe means which humanity,” and the know 

ledge of nature may ſuggeſt to us. 
I muſt alſo obſerve that when the Furor 
Uterinus | is ſtill ſuſceptible of a cure, it may 
diſappear of itſelf, and without the aſſiſtance 
of remedies, '' I ſhall beg leave to exem plify 
the truth of this remark, by the  fllowing 
relation. | * a 

A young lady, of Lyons, whom I ſhall name 
| Lacilla, had received a vertuous and accom- 
pliſhed education. In her ſixteenth year, ſhe 
had the misfortune to loſe her mother, when 
an old aunt took her out of the convent, in 
which, from the age of nine, ſhe had been 


brought up. Scarcely had the acquired ſame 
little influence over her relation, when ſhe 


intreated 


* 


= the: to — FIRE nee * FO 
addition of another man- ſervant. , She had 


often ſpoken to, her concerning a lacquey, 
poſſeſſed of a, thouſand good qualities, who 


n ved with the. lady- abbeſs. In fact, during 
| the viſit which the aunt made her niece, ſhe 


had obſerved in this youth, ap alertneſs, and 


decency, not very common. amongſt . the do- 
meſtics of nuns, and monks. an; 


ke aune frequently repreſented, to, ber 


4% that fuch A ſtep, was almoſt impracti- 


(4.3 


Cable ; ; that ; it would be extremely ungenteel 
to entice w ſeryant from the lady abbeſs; 


the, "had, taken of 1 — 


guments had little weight with; Lucilla; ſhe” 
Was too ile $0 te nennt her 


rennen 


aunt a (till eh to * "x in IO 
refuſal, and added that, excluſive of ſo rude 


AG BR >: "F 


a proceeding, ſhe foreſaw one. obſtacle which 
could not be, ſurmounted, _ J am perſuaded 
(id ſhe to. her niece), 6 © that Jou bear tos ten- 
« der a concern in every thing. wbich. relates ta 
4 me, to exaft from me 4 compliance which 


* 


« « would moſt ale deprive ne of one of the 
CES cc beſt 


v CI... * 
WM. - 34.3 $ 4 


e 


NYMPHOMANTA of 


« beſt ſervants in in the world. Tekwarky bas 
© been ten years in my family ;* be is Faithful, 
« ſenſible, and Poſſeſſed of many good qualities ; 
yet with all theſe, be cannot bear that- there 
« ſhould be any fbotman in the houſe, „ider Bim. 
elf; am” convinced that it is not in bis n 
« ture to agree with a fellow:ſervant ; be, not 
withftauding, makes amends for this enprice; 
H doing more work than would be executed by 
duzen of the common ſort. ] know already 
« that were T to conſent to your inclinations, T 


« ſhould be obliged to ſend away Germans,” | 
Turilla had, hitherto, done Juſtice to the 


_ mers Germaine; but when ſhe conſidered 


him as excluding her from the company of 
her dear Jandt, (this was the name of the 
lacquey belonging to the convent) ſhe forgot h 
thofe excellent qualities which entitled an old 
domeſtic to her good opinion. The choco 
late, and the coffee, if preſented by him. 
were deteſtable; his meſſages were impro- 
| perly delivered; his manner of entering into 
the room was too free; his anſwers were im- 
pertinent; his queſtions were. unbecomingly 
familiar 0 his carriage was indecent; and every : 
ſtep he took in the apartment was clowniſh, 


and offenſive. . In how ſhort a time, was all 
his 


0 


7 


„ NYMPHOMANIA, 


— 


his commendable behaviour ſucceeded by 2 


e pf kau a Fe Ae av + 
TLucilla ſinks at once into A. hho 


which. ſhe, for a great while, attribures,to 2 
deecline in her health; ſhe no longer accom- 


panies her aunt to any of her parties; ſhe flies 
from ſociety; ſne never quits her chamber 
until the hour of dinner, and even then, dines 


© "not; in the afternoon, ſhe-retires to her room, 


and, to avoid interruption, pretends to have 
the head-ache: pious and inſtructive books 


throw her into the vapours; ſhe can only read 


| 


the Payſan parvens, (V) or other works of this 


nature, which impart venom to the; poiſon 


5 all her e fixed on ee 


working within her veins, and add fuel to the 
flame, which burns but to conſume ber: 


hopes at once dangerous, and abſurd are, by 
theſe writings, inſtilled into ber mind, and 


bs 
4 3 
EASE 


. | It. 


a - : > g 5 9 : 
8 1 2 > ib 4c Ion 4. 2 2 14 * 1 2 — $ 


1 A r, vertue, * turns akon; way cor 


rupts his readers, will always be an inconſiſtent, but 
yet a common character. The dangerous pictures in; 


the work 6 juſtly cenſured by Mr. de Dirnvilli; were 


3 given to the world, by Me. at Merivanux,. A' modeſt, 


quiet, candid, . and, ;difintergſted Frenchman, , As this 


writer (who died in 1763) obſerved to the famous lord 

Bolingbroke, 'who, Although an infidel, in points of the 

moſt ſolemu conſequente, was credulous to an extreme, 
| / | in 
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It is nos ſupper time; and thisis to Earls 
n Freſh misfortune ; ſhe cannot bear to ſit at 
the table; the viſitors are uneaſy, and intreat 
her to come down; but her head- ache is in- 
creaſed. Thus, ſhe daily pleads the like ex- 
_ cuſes, in order to withdraw: herſelf. from every 
ſubject of diflipation. The ſummer comes 
on, the phyſician! recommends: & change of 
air, and Lusilla ſets off, with her aunt, for 
their country houſe, which is in the neigh- 
bourhood of the convent. They are impa- 
tient to wait on the lady · abbeſs: : the unfor · 
tunate Germaine, at once, ſteward, butler, 
valet de rbamùre, footman, and poſtilion, 
overturns the carriage. What a lucky . ac» 
cident!.the only topic of converſation at the 
tea: table is the awkwardneſa of Germaine. 


15 e whom lt ene 8 
= 5 e B43 driven 


* 


IIe 


i wiſiens NE © he — Bs want of fu: 
ſo it may be ſaid of him; if be vas a. franger ſo ices 
it was not becauſe be newer taught the practice of it. I have 
often withed,: (fince novels avil? be read, ) that other 
Juliet Crexvillet might ariſe, and that this ſpecies of 
compoſition, no longer perverted to the worſt purgdſes- 
by an abandoned race of ſcribblers, might be monopo- 
lized by the men of genius who haye abilities, and in · 
clinations to nate (in the words of a celebrated vriter) 8 
the paſſions move at the command of vertu. W. 


* 
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tiven about the grounds, belonging to che 
abbey, takes notice of the rugged roads, and 
difficult quarterings through which he had 
conducted her with ſafety. „Ab madam,” 
(cried' Lucilla to the abbeſs,) f ſuffer my aunt = 
te date lauor for ber poſtilion, or elſe I can. 
0 not bave the honour of ſeeing you any more. 
«, }-xpould give up all thoughts of ever leaving 
* theicaftle, rather than once truſt'my/elf to the 
« care of GERMAINE.” “.. .. But this matter 
is leſs likely to be ſettled than ever. Janot 
falls ſick ; he is confined to his bed, and in 
two days a fever, attended with a Pleuriſy, 
puts à period to his life. Lucilla becomes in · 
conſolable for the loſs; her melancholy, which 
her aunt had hopes of diſſipating, by indulging 
ber with the amuſements of the country, is 
no redoubled. The image of Lanot incel> 
3 itſelf to her diſordered imagi- 
All the heroes of romance ſeem to 
hors: as 5 in compariſon of what Ianot 
would have proved, had he not been cut off 
in the flower of his age. Lucilla, extended 
within the chick receſſes of a grove, upon 4 
bank which over-arched a rivulet, the plain- 
tive murmurings of which amuſed her me- 
, ae. and plane lappliedihe place of 
F ; © Noiſy 
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noiſy interruptions, neither ſaw, nor heared 
any one, except her dear Janet, She fre- 
quently,addrefſed him, in theſe terms: then, 
„On; beloved lanor | thou art a lifeleſs corpſe! 
© alas! is it pefible that the abandoned Liſetta 
* can have been the cauſe of thy death, and 
1 all w diſerace? Tes] it is from that bar. 
66 barian, it is from thoſe dalliances ſo frequent- 
4% ly repeated with ber, that I have been taught 


« by a repreſentation of pleaſures, what pleaſures * 


* 1 might have expected from thee | O fatal cu- 


V rigſig which now breaks into the whole re- 
poſe of my life! O cruel chance, which di- 


e reted me to the only part of the convent, from 
« whence. J could, unſeen, and unſuſpefied by 
. * any one, be a witneſs to your artleſs, and ten- 


> « der expreſſions,” #0 your lively, and r epeated 


&« embraces, to your delicious careſſes ! ab! how 


did 1 deteſt Liſetta! how wiſh to rob ber 


« of her joys! O deſperate reſolution ! thus, to 
« nerfiſt, in ſpite of all my jealouſy and rage 
„ againſt the too happy, the unre/iſting Liſetta, 
iin gazing on your voluptuous tranſports !- 
% What now remains of this remembrance, 
« and of the hope which I bad conceived that I 
« ſhould, one day, be the only object of the care 
6 and tenderneſs of the unfortunate lanot. My 
"a G * very 


* very foul is devoured 5 4 0 defires, 
« which nothing is capable of moderating! the 
6. fire of the moſt terrible fever is a thouſand 
« times leſs violent than that which burns with- 
in my boſom! ae ee Hale. 
«and afflitis me.” ' 
% When, ſeduced by the Medea, of the ima- by 
« gination, I, for a moment, fix my eyes on the. 
4. captivating figure of lanot, ſoon the recol- 
« Jefion of bis death replunges me into all the 


Horrors of deſpair. Ab! miſerable bat 


„ am.. V, then, do I rivet my at- 
44 zention on an incorporeal ſhade? Was be the 


& only youth from whoſe embraces, the ecftacies \ 


„ of zobich 1 form fuch Paſſwnate ideas of the 


&« gifts of love could be received ? Wherefore | 5 


. ſhould I avoid the company of the Chevalier 
% dh Lys? He is neither ſo handſome, nor 4% 
gell made as lanot; but bis education has 
4 ſupplied bim with graces, of which lanot 


e could have been poſſeſſed.” . .... . The de · 
. fires of Lucilla are now fixed on the Chevalier 
dd Lys; he receives her obliging aſſiduities 
wich the cold politeneſs, and diſintereſted 
reſpect peculiar to an amiable man, who either 
is no lover, or hath given his heart to another. 
. | k | Wn Be 
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Be this as i will, the vicinity of the caſtle 
belonging to the chevalier gives him frequent 
opportunities of ſeeing Lucilla, who, glow- 
ing with defire, is vext to find the object of 
her flame unmoved. How aſtoniſhed is the 
cbevalier at perceiving Lucilla enter the cham- 
ber, before his hour of riking? he offers to 
quit the bed, but ſhe prevents him; he ex- 
preſſes himſelf aſhamed of being diſcovered 
in ſuch an indecent ſituation; his body con- 
cealed, (as the weather was 'intolerably hot) 
only by a thin ſheer. She, not ſenſible that 
any ching! is improper, ſurveys him, in this 
undreſs, witlr eyes full of fire, aſſures him 
that he might be obliged to her for taking 
him by ſur prize, and that this will not be the 
laſt opportunity which ſhe ſhall embrace of 
teaching him to awake ſooner. . , The chevaließ 
returns a. Civil, but confuſed, forbidding an- 
ſwer; ſhe, now, attempts to raiſe his paſſions 
by laſcivious arts; ſhe neſtles to him, and, in 


the lubricity of her motions, reveals her 


wiſhesz to every wanton lure, ſhe adds the 
moſt voluptuous words, nor heſitates to throw 
aſide the veil intended to conceal thoſe female 
charms, on which it muſt be difficult to gaze 
without defire, He, at laſt, breaks looſe, 
„ G 2 1 


a, 
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puts on his night gown, rings the bell, and, 
in the moſt decent tone of voice, thanks Lu- 


Cilla for the agreeable ſurprize into which ſhe 


has thrown him; he concludes by ordering 
the ſervant to prepare breakfaſt for her; but 
ſhe refuſes to accept of any, and returns diſ- 
concerted; and exaſperated at the inſenſibility 
with which he received her advances. Let 
ſtill ſne flatters herſelf that, on a future oc- 
caſion, the chevalier, will prove leſs timid; 
ſhe reviews her own conduct; at one moment, 
ſhe bluſhes a: her imprudencez at another 
moment, ſhe approves the freedom of her 
actions; this firſt indecent ſtep, now, inſpires 
her with a determination to repeat it; ſhe 
hopes that, at her next attack, ſhe ſhall be 
more ſucceſsful, She returns home, and dif- 
covers that the family know nothing of her 
having been abroad; ſhe rejoices at the proſ- 
pect of being till able to renew her viſits, 


and always with the ſame ſecrecy, Her me- 


lancholy ſeems more diſſipated, whilſt her 
aunt, who ſees, and congratulates her on the 
alteration, continues ignorant of the cauſe of 
it, In the evening, Lucilla informs her of 
her inclinations to dine the next day, with the 
ee ron the n is thought extraordi- 

| "_— 
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nary, yet as it indicates a livelier change in | 
the diſpoſition of her niece, the aunt is eager 
to embrace it: a card is immediately diſpatch- 
ed to the caſtle; but the unfortunate Lucilla 
was born for diſappointments: The chevalier 
had juſt before received orders to Join his re- 
giment. He is gone to | Lyons to prepare 
every thing for his departure, and will not - 
return to his ſeat, as the baggage, neceſſary 
to be ſent to him, is already packed up. As 
well might the chevalier have put every thing 
in readineſs for his journey, at the caſtle, as 
at Lyone, if he had felt an inclination to re- 
main a moment on the ſpot; but he had, 
ſometimes, undeſignedly wandered towards 

that quarter of the grove, in which the me» 
lancholy Luci/la,had choſen to conceal herſelf, 
He had heared her ſighs, and was no ſtranger 
to, the nature of her complaints, although 
ignorant that the reſult of them was a deter- 
mination to attempt the conqueſt of his heart. 
The laſt affair had, however, ſo fully con- 
vinced him of the ſituation of Lucilla, that 
_ fearful of being drawn into connections with 
her, which might place him in a light equally 
_ ridiculous, and contemptible, he was happy 

in ſeizing the opporrunity of avoiding ſuch 


G 4 perplexing 
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perplexing interviews, and of depriving her 


of the power of committing ſuch unſeemly 


indiſcretions. But the remedy was more vio- 
| lent than he imagined. | - Y 
Little did Lucilla ſuppoſe that hs Aar 
had abſented himſelf on purpoſe; a thouſand 
times, ſhe curſed her deſtiny, and at length 
fell a prey to the bittereſt uncaſineſs, If-ſhe 
| ſpoke, it was to deſire ſome” intelligence of 
the cheualier; ſhe daringly mentioned him 
with the moſt unreſtrained, and frequently 
laſcivious encomiumg; then, ſuddenly recol. 
lecting herſelf, ſhe fell into @ deep ſilence 
which nothing was capable of interrupting. 
Soon, her lips became livid, her eyes ſunk, 
and wild, her face pale, and even disfigured, 
and her whole body emaciated to ſuch a 
ſhocking degree, that all who remarked the 
too ſenſible progreſs of her miſeries, were in 
apprehenſion for her life, The fear of being 
unable to procure, in the country, the aſſiſt» 
ance due to ſo dangerous a ſituation, deter- 
mined the aunt to conduct her e 
to Lyons, 
I be phyſicians are conſulted z they find a 
burning body, yet no fever, the extreme 
paleneſs of he complexion ſeems to indicate 
| | a ſup- = 
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a ſuppreſſion of the menſes,. but. that (ſhe af- 
ſures them) is not the cauſe of her diſorder: # 
general diſguſt which ſhe conceives againſt all. 
kinds of food induce them. to . that the 
vice is in the ſtomach. ve: 
Is it debility?. is it heat? or, is it nbd 
On theſe points, the phyſicians are divided; 
they order her to avoid watching; but ſhe: 
devotes. one part of the night to her book, 
and employs the other part in revolving in 
her imagination the paſſages which ſhe hath 
read 3; jelly- broths, or rather the quinteſſences 
of juice are preſcribed for her z but her body 
becomes more heated, and enflamed, whilſt 
the ſtomach remains equally indiſpoſed. The: 
reſt of the ſummer is taken up with uſeleſs: 
applications, on the part of the phyſicians, 
and multiplied accidents, on the part of the 
patient. All on a ſudden, ſhe is attacked by 
ſo violent an eruption of blood, that ſhe is 
pronounced to be at the fatal termination of 
her diſorder. The afflicted aunt, not ſatisfied 
with having conſulted only thoſe phyſicians 
wh had hitherto attended her, and deter- 
' mined te avoid the reproaches of her own: 
heart, applied to all the moſt celebrated of the 


_ within the city, and, particularly, to: 
G4 _._ „ 
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a young man, who had for ſome months paſt 
acquired a very high reputation. This per- 
| fon, happily for Lucilla, had, by accidents 
learned from the chevalier the circumſtances 
which concerned her, and, having maturely 
weighed and compared them together, he did 
not heſitate, howſoever appearances might 
make againſt him, to oppoſe the advice of the 
phyſleland, and to declare that, In ſpite of the 
danger ſo evidently threatened by the he- 
morrhage, he could, certainly, relieve her. 
It was reſolved to leave the patient to his 
preſcriptions, and, indeed, the event was ſuc- 
ceſsful, It is to this very gentleman that lam 
indebted for the hiſtory of the beginning, 
and progreſs of the indiſpoſition of Lucilla. 
As the chief complaints were an extreme ari- 
dity and violent inflamation of the parts of 
the matrix, and of the vagina, he conſidered 
even this evacuation as a remedy introduced 
by nature, in order to ſoften, and moiſten 
theſe parts, and, conſequently, temper their 
uncommon heat. Not relying, therefore, on 
what are called ſpecifics, he, by gentle pallia- 
tives, aſſuaged the burning acrimony of the 
blood. To theſe, were added long · continued 


anodynes, which, with precautions inviolably 
1 e | 


VM ROMANIA „ wo 


ae by the aunt, and by himſelf wand, 
at length, a marriage entirely agreeable to the 
inclinations of the patient, recovered her 
from a diſorder, the progreſs of which had 
been no leſs rapid, than alarming. We may, 
from hence, conclude that an immoderate dif- 
charge of the wen/ts will, of itſelf, cure the 
Furor Uterinus, the truth of which hath been 
confirmed to me, not only by this phyſician, 
but by ſeveral others, who have been witneſſes 
of ſimilar inſtances, in the courſe of their 

practice. 
We may alſo gather from experience, that 

a flux of the hemorrhoids produces the ſame 
effect. The reaſon of it is plain, For, as 
the phlogofis of the parts may as eaſily be a 
cauſe, as one of the ſymptoms of the Furor 
Uerinus, it is certain that, the principle being 
deſtroyed, the effects muſt, of courſe, dif- 
appear. Now, nothing is more capable of 
_ diminiſhing, and even of taking away the 
phlogofis of the parts than the hæmorrhoidal 
flux. For, that which occaſions the ſwelling, 
and pblogeſis of the matrix, is the blood which 

thickens, and becomes obſtructed in the little 
veins which cover its cavity, and its ſurface. 


This blood proceeding therefore to empty it- . 
ſelf 
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ſelf acroſs the interſtices by which the veſſels 
| are connected with each other, not. only frees 
leſelf in theſe little veins, bot allo abſalutely = 
empties them, in order to follow its courſe 
through the hamorrhoidal/ veſſels; conſe- 
quently the hege, and inflammation muſt 
ceaſe, and ſhould they be the principal cauſe 
of the Furor Uterinus, as it may ſo happen, + 
then the hæmorrhoidal dun will t us 
grave. ] 
' Irecolle&t inde of dase in a a young. 
woman, about the age of twenty-ſix, who 
had, for the laſt fix years, been ſubject ta fits 


not conſtant, but the returns of which were 

-fo frequent as to oblige her to take ſame; pre- 
cautions, They were, at one period, ren- 

dered more violent by a ſuppreſſion. of the 
menſes. In a year after I had ſeen her, I en- 
quired of her phyſician whether ſhe ſtill. con- 
tinued indiſpoſed, who aſſured me, that ſix 
months before, having been attacked by a 
very copious hæmorrhoidal flux, ſhe was en · 
tirely cured of every metromaniacal ſymptom. 
Sometimes the Fluor albus, when not arrived 
at any malignant exceſs, is a fortunate cir» 
cumſtance in. favour of metromaniacs,, as by 
15 moiſtening 


of the Furer LIerinus, which, indeed, were 


tunics of the matrix, © But as the remedy is 


oy 
* 
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no 


moiſtening, and tempering the matrix, and 
the vagina, it renders them leſs ſenſible of the | 


; incitements of pleaſure, 
- Pregnancy is frequently obſeryed to remove 


the Furor Uterinus, The reaſon of this is, 
| becauſe the liquors contained in the eborion, 


and amnios, reſolving themſelyes into vapors 
within the membranes, relax and ſoften the 


ſpeedy, the relapſe is alſo near at hand, unleſs 


dhe woman fron in a ſhort dime. again A, 


| conceive, . x: SEP, 


Marriage alone cures the metromania, par- : 


ricularly if it ariſe from a violent paſſion for 


one whom the patient is, at laſt, Pang tq 


poſſeſs, 


I could mention ſeveral other circumſtanen 
confirmed from experience, which put a top 


to the Furor Uterinus ; but as they cannot 
with decency be ſubmitted to the reader, I 
flatter myſelf that he will permit es. 
them by unnaticed, | 


CHAP. 


\ 


8 
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AP. vt 


The methods of cure in the firſt and ſecond flage 
F the Furor Uterinus; the relief to be eu- 
pelted in the third ſtage. 7 

'T ur different degrees of the Furor Utes 
rinus may be conſidered as ſo many particular 
diſorders. Although their relations be the 
ſame as to their cauſe, yet ſome variations are 
neceſſary in the application of remedies. 

In the firſt ſtage are three indications to be 
followed. The firſt indication is the neceſſity 
of tempering, and cooling the blood; by 
theſe means, the ſemen which is formed from 
it, will become leſs acrimonious and ſcorching. 

The ſecond indication is the neceſſity of 


moiſtening, and relaxing all the internal face 


vVeneſection in the arm will be ſufficient: the 
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of the matrix, and of the vagina. The third 
indication is the neceſſity of withdrawing the 
patient from her obſcene thoughts, ſo that» 
fully recollecting herſelf, ſne may have no 
objection to remain, and converſe with thoſe 
who can inſpire her with an inclination for 
every thing which is proper and decent. 
To accompliſh the firſt point, which is to 
temper and cool the blood, we muſt begin by 
one or two veneſections in the arm, (taking 
away a ſwall quantity at a, time,) unleſs cri- 
tical accidents forbid them. In this caſe, ſome 
adviſe bleeding in the jugular. It is, how- 
ever, in my humble opinion, better to wait 
until the diſcharge of the menſes ſhall haye 
ſubſided, and then bleed in the arm, em- 
ploying, in the interim, all ſoftening and 
cooling remedies, in order to calm the acri- 
mony of this evacuation, 
hut ſuppoſing that there ſhould na no im- 
pediment to bleeding, the following is the 
courſe neceſſary to be obſerved in the firſt 
degree of the firſt ſtage, that is, when the 
malady is abſolutely only beginning. A ſingle 


next day, the patient muſt be purged with 


the FRO. Number I; Her uſual liquor 
muſt 
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muſt be, according to the formula, Number i. 
Every morning ſhe muſt drink a quart, or at 
traſt a pint of clarified whey in the after- 
+ Noon, and within three hours from each meal, 
ſhe muſt take the ſame quantity. ol 
She muſt not be permitted to eat any meat; | 
except at dinner, nor even then, unleſs her 
allowance be ſmall, and the victuals (which 
muſt be white, ſuch as lamb, chicken, rabbit, 
and veal) free from the leaſt ſeaſoning, and 
not fat, Her appetite, which will encreaſe 
daily, may be ſatisfied with moiſt, and re- 
freſbing vegetables z ſhe may alſo be indulged 
with ſuch fruits as are of the ſame quality. 
The medicine, Number I. muſt, however, be 
repeated every eighth day, and, at intervals, 
as there may be occaſion, ſome clyſters, made 
up according to the formula, Nuajber _ 
muſt be adminiſtered, 5 
Should this diſorder be attended with the 
+ Vapors, (and I have frequently obſerved It to 
be the caſe) ſhe muſt take, every fourth night, 
at going to reſt, the ſpecific deſerlbed in the 
formula, Number IV. On theſe occaſions, 1 


never knew it fall! [ have, ſometimes, found 8 


even the firſt doſe ſufficient, 
Sufficient 
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| Sufficient attention will have been paid to | 
the ſecond indication, ſhould the regimen,” 7 
and the draughts which 1 have preſcribed be 


cee rsrefully adminiſtered. 


The parents of the patient, as well'as the 
perſons appointed te take care of her, are 


diligently to ſuperintend the execution _ 
every ching required in the third indication, 


It is, particularly, my duty to recommend 

ſome important objects of their purſuit, and 
to lay before them diſcoveries which I have, 

indeed, too often made, yet never without 

aſtoniſhment, and horror. Let me earneſtly, 
intreat them to mark the moſt intimate, and 
dear acquaintances of the unhappy ſufferer, 
and without either Gifting their characters, or 
prying into the motives which might ſtrength - 
en the connection of theſe boſom friends, of 
what ſex ſoever they may be, to prevent their 


- intercourſe in ſuch an artful manner, that none 


may be offended, nor any uneaſineſs given to 
the patient, who muſt be prudently humoured 
on account of her own imbecillity, and d 
weakneſs of her organs, 

Should the waiting maid appear to | be a 
favorite of the patient, this ſervant, however 


prudent her conduct may be deemed, muſt 
be 


nn 
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be as narrowly watched, as if ſhe had incurred 


thoſe violent ſuſpicions, to which the women 
of an eaß vertue are continually expoſed, It 
will be very neceſſary to mark the looks, and 
actions of the patient, whilſt ſhe receives the 
. ſervices of this attendant. 

From the criminal familiarity to which ſuch 
wretches are admitted by their young miſ- 
treſſes, and from the no leſs pernicious inter- 
courſe of female ſchoolfellows, a more ge- 
neral contagion ariſes than might be, at firlt, 
imagined, The danger is leſs thought of, 
becauſe leſs evident, but it increaſes in pro- 
portlon to its being unperceived, If, after 
the ſtricteſt enquiries, it ſhould appear that 
the patient is not particularly attached to any 
perſon whatſoever, it may then be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed that her imagination is the. ſource 
of her diſorders, and that a ſecret libertiniſm 
hath inflamed them to that degree of malig- 
nity which calls for an immediate remedy. 
It will, therefore, be neceſſary, ſhould the 
patient ſtill perſiſt in diſſembling, not to leave 
her during a ſingle moment, either by day, or 
by night; and to appoint, for her bedfellow, 
ſome young woman whoſe chaſtity and dif 

cretion may ſtand the teſt of any trial. 


ot 
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It muſt, by theſe means, be ſoon diſcover- 
* that the real cauſe of the diſorder is /elf- 
pollutien. It wilt then be time to reproach 
her in the ſevereſt terms, to preſent to her the 
moſt alarming pidture of this abominable 
vice, and to deſcribe, and, if poſſible, even 
exaggerate the dreadful conſequences which 
muſt! attend it. She ſhould be continually 


aaddreſſed with ſuch repreſentations, as may 


be moſt capable of reaching her to look back 
with horror, on her conduct. Every care 
muſt be redoubled, in order to prevent her 
from relapſing into the like irregularities, 
She muſt not, on any account whatever, be 
ſuffered to remain alone; even on her moſt. 
private occaſions, ſhe mult be accompanied z 
for I recolle&t ſome patients who confeſſed to 
me that this diſhonorable habit had gained ſo 
powerful an aſcendancy over their reſolutions, 
that, perceiving themſelves watched night and 
day, they feigned a neceſſity of withdrawing 
on ſecret emergencies, that they might aban- 
don themſelves, without a "witneſs, to this 
deteſtable practice. I muſt alſo add that, 
from acknowledgements of this nature, I 
have obſerved that when once the firſt ad- 
vances have been made, the women are leſg. 

K governed 


* 
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degree, on account of the preceding long- 
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"governed by the reſtraints of nen chan 
are the men. 

In the ſecond deyree of the firſt ſtage of 
this diſorder, the bleedings muſt be more 
frequent, and abundant, yet not without 
Paying due regard to. the ſtrength, and con- 
ſtitution of the patient. The emulcent and 
dooling remedies may be taken in larger 
quantities, but, nevertheleſs, they muſt be 
ſuch as I have preſcribed ; and the purgative, 
which muſt alſo be the ſame, may, inſtead of 
every eighth day, be repeated every fourth -- 
day, during the firſt month. As to the reſt, 
te ſame regimen may be obſerved, and con- 

tinued for a longer time; theſame precau- 
tions mult alfo be taken relative to the per- 
ſonal conduct of the patient. In the third 


continued tenſton of the fibres, and that de- 
| Heacy which they, of courfe, acquire from it, 
the praQtice muſt be ſomewhat different: for, 
now two obſtacles prefent themſelves which 
are equally formidable. The firſt obſtacle is 
the weak condition of the patient, which for- 
vids bleeding. The ſecond obſtacle is the 
ſenſibility, and irritation of the parts, which 
purgatives would only increaſe. A third ob- 
NR 8 ſtacle 
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ſlacle reſults from theſe, which is not leſs 


an atoxy, and a want of action in the nervous 
ſyſtem, to which cooling and diluting medi» 
cines are abſolutely repugnant. The truth 
of theſe three reflexians cannot reaſonably be 
denied. And yet, more than one celebrated 
author, and ſeveral of our maſters, parti - 
cularly the perſon whom I reſpe& the moſt, 
have deviated from this practice. They are, 
nearly to a man, advocates for copious bleed - 
ings, evacuations, and relaxing applications; 
but | would flatter myſelf that, as experience 
hath cqnvinced me of the bad effects arlſing 
from this dreadful courſe, I might be excuſed 
from blindly following it. 
It may, however, be proper, before [ pro- 
poſe my method, to mention that which hath 
deen adopted by others; and, here, I muſt 
beg leave to remark that mine hath always 
ſucceeded, whilſt theirs [hath never afforded 


| : me that ſatisfaction, which 1, in ſome meaſure, 


. expected from it, conſidering the | great au- 
thorities by which it was countenanced. Firſt, 
they preſcribe a bleeding, more or leſs abun- 


* dant, according to the age, the temperament, 


and the ſtrength of the patient; and the 
H 2 more 


alarming; and this conſiſts of à relaxation, 


116 NVYMPHO MANIA. 

more vehement the ſymptoms are, the more 
copious and frequent muſt the bleedings be. 
I cannot indulge myſelf with the ſlighteſt re- 
flexiong on this firſt article, as they would, 
unavoidably, lead me into a diſſertation twice 
as voluminous as this work, Ek 

Secondly, they recommend purgatives which 
indeed are mild, and without irritating the 
inteſtines, may diſcharge the vicious and 
indigeſted humours from the vie prime; they 
add. that theſe PI muſt be often re» 
peated. 

The bypotbeſt 5 of purgatives which do not 
irritate being falſe, this maxim, at the very 
firſt glance, infers a method which is not ge- 
 nerally ſure, and which, frequently, and par- 
ticularly,” if repeated; introduces accidents 
not eaſily to be cured, and, on ſome oecaſi· 
ons, even incurable. | 

They preſcribe large, and often- erstell 
doſes of juleps, and cooling, and diluting 
apozems. Such are preparations from the 
roots, leaves, and flowers of the water-lily, 
the roots of vervain-mallows, the roots 'of 
n and of ſorrel, 


Tue 9 
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The leaves of lerruce, of willow, of len- 
til,(g) &. ; 

The leaves of markh- mallows of poppies, 
and of violets, | 

Others, after having exhauſted the vigor 
and blood of their patients, load and fill them 
with cooling preparations of the firſt claſs» 
which effectively extricate them from the 
ſtate in which they were, but plunge them 
into a multitude of aceidents which afford 
them no proſpect, except that of a languiſhing 
and irkſome life, at the beſt, uſeleſs to 
ſociety, and but too often intolerable to 
themſelves, and all about them. I have, alſo, 
obſerved ſome phyſicians preſcribe, in this 
diſorder, a decoction from about a double 
qvantity of as much of the pulverized leaves 
of hemlock as will cover a finger-nail. 
Olf all theſe ingredients, We or four are 
choſen, as inclination or convenience may 
direct; they are adminiſtered once in the 


rains and once in the evening, at a certain 
FI; $45: diſtance 


(2g) muſt confeſs myſelf too ignorant to diſcover 
that the leaves of lentils {/euilles de lentille) are poſe - 
ſeſſed of vertues, applicable either in the preſent, or 
in any caſe, I doubt whether the Eng/iſþ phyſicians 
ever relied on them for medicinal purpoſes. They are. 
ſtrong, flatulent, and hard of digeſtion. W. 
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diſtance from each meal, with the addition 
of a drachm of chryſtal mineral, of /al pru- 
nella, or of ſedative ſalt of Homburg. 
|  Clarified whey is likewiſe ordered to be 
given, four times every day, at a diſtance 
from the meals; of each half-pint care is 
taken to make a decoction with an ounce uf 
the roots of the water-lily, or rather the ſyrup 
of them mixt with it. Clarified whey with- 
out any addition is even preſcribed as the only 
drink, provided the patient ſhould not appear 
violently ſet againſt it. My opinion of this 
whey will be ſeen in the ſequel z not that I 
entirely diſapprove of it, although I think 
it may admit of ſome modifications. 
Aſſes milk is alſo ordered; but ! muſt take 
the liberty to condemn this practice as uſeleſs, 
ſhould more efficacious remedies be employ- 
ed; and as very inſufficient, were it, alone, 
to be depended on. Of cow's milk, I have | 
conceived a much better opinion. The reader 
will have occaſion to obſerve what falutary 
effects it may produce, if adminiſtered with 
the requiſite precautions. : BH 
It is alſo common to preſcribe, morning 
and evening, emulſions prepared from the 
| four greater cold . or from the four 


* | 


. 
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leſſer cold ſeeds, in ſame diſtilled waters of 
the water - lily, of lettuce, or of endive, adu- 
ing to each emulſion, an aunce of ſyrup of 
viglets, of mpbaa, or of althea. . The pa- 
tient is alſo directed to drink, during a full 
month, the mineral acidulated and chalybeate 
waters, in the quantity of a quart, or three 
- pints, diſſolving in the firſt glaſſes ſome pur» 
gative ſalt, as three drachms of /al de duabus, _ 
half an ounce of /a/ pebebreſs, or of Epjam 
ſalt. EET) | 
Such in general i is the common nai 
during this degree of the diſorder. | 
My method is ſomewhat different. 
Ia anſwer to the firſt indication, which 
ſeems to require bleeding, I -muſt obſerve 
that there are ſome caſes in which it is ſer- 
viceable, and other caſes in which it is dan- 
gerous ; "ſome caſes in which it is neceſſary to 
bleed twice; but none in which the bleedings 
- ought to be either frequent or copious. _ 
All theſe particularities might be juſtified 
from inſtances of patients whom I have been 
deſired to attend, and who, to my great mor- 
tification, have periſhed miſerably, becauſe 
their former phyſicians had not left a ſufficient 
quantity of blood to aſſiſt my endeavours to 
It 4 re-eſtabliſh 
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ö re-eſtabliſh their health, The blood contains 


the materials of the edifice, of which it is 
itſelf the architect. 
How is it poſſible to repair Ahe edifice 
without materials, and without the principal 
operator? there is no caſe in which it can be 
neceſſary to drain a man of his blood, except 
he is to be deprived of life. When the phy- 
ſician perceives himſelf driven to this cruel 
alternative; it is his duty to retire, unleſs his 
experience ſhould ſuggeſt to him other at- 
tempts to relieve his patient, beſides thoſe 
which, ruining the principles of exiſtence, 
will leave no reaſonable, or flattering Ape 
that they can ever be reſtored. | 
In order to form a judgement of thoſe caſes | 
where bleeding may be ſerviceable, it will be 
ſufficient to recollect the principles on which 
we are to act, relatively to the uſe of this 
remedy. We ought not to bleed but when 
there is an inflammation, or a plethora of the 
. veſſels; . When the diſorder, of which we 
treat, either proceeds from theſe two cauſes, 
or ſubſiſts with them, then bleeding muſt be 
neceſſary, and a repetition will be ſtill more 
uſeful, ſhould there be any reaſon to dread a 
1 com- 
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complication of the plethora, and an inflam- 
: mation. | | as * 

This happens to metromaniacs who are more 
ſo from imagination, than from the habitudes 
of a real vice. .As bleeding is the moſt | 
cooling, and aſſuaging of all the remedies, | 
it is conſtantly applied to theſe with ſucceſs, 
yet the bleedings muſt not be copious, nor 
repeated oftener than three or four times 
within the four and twenty hours. To bleed 
frequently, and plentifully, is to cruſh the 
patient, inſtead of raiſing her up; it is to 
deprive her of the power of ſupporting the 
operations of the other cooling remedies, 
which might be proper for her ; it 1s, often, 
do prepare accidents, the cure of which will 
be more tedious, and probably, the event of 
which will be more ſhocking, than the di- 
order intended to be remedied. 

Should the vice ariſe from the imagination, 
and a criminal habitude connected together, 
but the exceſſes of which had not been con- 
ſiderable, either from their nature, or from 
their duration, bleeding will be extremely 
ſerviceable; yet it muſt not be repeated of- 
tener than twice in the twelve hours. 


Should 
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Should the malady proceed ſolely from an 
exceſſive habitude of laſciviouſneſs, whether in 


ſelf. pollution, where is the phyſician daring 
enough to maintain that ſuch a patient muſt 
be blooded ? let us not take away from this 
miſerable wretch the little reſidue of blood 
within her veins; it is a ſeed from which we 
may, perhaps, raiſe ſome advantage. If wo 
deprive her of it, there is no longer any 
germ, and, conſequently, there will no longer 
be any life. More than a volume would be 
neceſſary to unfold this great maxim in phyſic, 
which may be traced in the moſt known 
principles of the art. The reaſoning, how- 
ever, which can perſuade, in a diſcuſſion of 
this important ſubject, muſt fall from a more 
celebrated name, and from a pen more elo- 
quent than mine. But what do I ſay? it is 
not even conviction that will enforce the 
practice, and we are led only to deſpair, whilſt 
we reflect on the illuſion of the patient, and 
the phyſician, in a. matter of ſuch alarming 
_ conſequence. I will at leaſt enjoy the fatis- 
faction (ſhould a Supreme Being vouchſafe 
to favour me with life and health) of writing 
a diſſertation relative to this ſubject, at once 
| . ſo 


copulation, or in che abominable crime of 
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ſo plain and incontrovertible, that, perliaps! 
I may attain to the glory of having interefted | 
humanity in the cauſe of humanity itſelf, | 

As the reader is, now, informed on og 


occaſions bleeding may be permitted during . 


the three degrees of the firſt ſtage of this 
diſorder, it will be neceſſary to make ſome 
remarks on the application of purgatives, and 
other remedies, 
1 have already given preſcriptions for the 
firſt and ſecond degree; the great difficulty 
is the cloſe adherence to 'a proper conduct, 
during the third degree. 

What hath been obſerved concerning bleed- 
ings is equally applicable to the uſe of pur- 
gatives. As the diſorder advances, in like 
manner, do the weakneſs, and irritability 
increaſe; whatſoever, therefore, is capable 
of enfeebling, (and ſuch is bleeding) becomes 
improper; and whatſoever may irritate, (and 
ſuch is a purgative) ceaſes to be ſcrviceable. 
Thus, until it ſhall have been proved to me, 
that theſe medicines do not irritate, parti- 
cularly, alſo, when nature is in a very irritable | 
| ſtate, I cannot admit purgatives into my. 
practice. There will be leſs reaſon to blame 

my conduct, on this occaſion, as it doth 

| not. 
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not exclude all the evacuants, provided they 
be of the order of non- aſtringent tonics, which 
poſſeſs the vertue of ſucceſſively digeſting 
what may be, and, in time, of RA 
all which is ſuperfluous, =_ 
It is, on this account, that after one or two 
bleedings at the moſt, I order the patient to 
be put, that very evening, into a moderately 


warm bath; in an hour afterwards, ſhe muſk 


take, in a broth made of lean beef, veal, and 
erude barley, fifteen drops of the dlaphoretie 
quinteſcence, mentioned in the formula, Num- 
ber V. The next morning, ſhe muſt again 
go into the bath, faſting, and afterwards take 
the ſame doſe of the quinteſcence, in the ſame = 
kind of broth, She may, now, repoſe her. 
ſelf in bed, during an hour, after which, let 
her eat ſome clear porridge, made of rice 
and milk, but in a very ſmall quantity; at 
dinner time, the porridge may be ſerved up 


to her, and but very little meat, to which 


may be added two common glaſſes of good 
claret, mixed with an equal quantity of mi- 


5 neral water. In the afternoon, about three 


hours, after her meal, ſhe may drink ſome 
whey exceedingly well clarified; and in order 
to effect this, it muſt be ſtrained through a 

funnel. 
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funnel covered with brown paper. At ſix, 
in the evening, ſhe muſt go again into the 
bath, where, it will be proper to accuſtom 
her, by degrees, to remain two hours. 

At coming out of the bath, ſhe muſt ſwal 
Jow two ounces of vinous bydromel, or mead, 
mixed with fAfteen drops of the diaphoretle 
eſſence at nine or ten o'clock at night, ſhe 
may drink a pint of milk; and, ſhould ſhe 
complain of hunger, ſhe may be allowed an 
ounce of biſcult, or of light and well-baked 
bread, to ſoak in the milk, It will, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding, be neceſſary to adhere to the ſame 
precautions, directed in the two firſt degrees, 
and to apply to the parts a flannel, repeatedly 
dipped in a decoction of emollient herbs, 
with a preparation of ſaturn, See the for. 
mula, "Number VI. This remedy is at once 
cooling and emulcent; it will, therefore, be 
extremely proper, ſnhould the interior inflam- 
mation of the parts prove violent, to inject 
ſome of this ſame preparation, if poſſible, 
into the matrix, Theſe injections may the 
more eaſily be renewed, as patients of this 
ſtamp voluntarily put themſelves in readineſs 
to receive them. 


If, 


* 
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If, after this regimen ſhall have been EY 
ſued, during ſeven or eight days, an increaſe . 
| ſhauld be obſerved in the collection of hu- 
mours, as alſo an accumulation of obſtructi- 
ans in the ſtomach, and the viſcera, whilſt 
the inteſtines continue averſe from contracting 
themſelves, it muſt be evident that nature 
| calls for the aſſiſtance of evacuants. 

In this caſe, a clyſter muſt be given (made 
up according to the formula, Number VII. late 
in the: Adern bon. The next day, all the other 
remedies muſt be ſuſpended, and the patient 
may drink, from hour, to hour, beginning 
at ſeven in the morning, half a pint of the 
apozem, deſcribed in the. formula, Number 
VIII. In the evening, let her take the dia- 

phoretic drops and if the evacuation ſnould 
be violent, the emulſion, Number X. muſt, 
without fail, be adminiſtered very late. The 
next day, the uſual treatment muſt be re- 
ſumed, and by adhering. to this, we ſhall 
ſoon find reaſon to be ſurpriſed at the apidur 
and certainty of our ſucceſs.  _ - 
The ſame eſſential W preſent 1 ä 
wr Golden. in the ſecond ſtage, .as in the third de- 
> 0 of the firſt * of this diſorder: yet 
| there 
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there are ſome accidental indications which 
require different precautions. 

Of theſe, I have eftabliſhed two Ms” 
in the firſt degree, when it is admitted that 


there are intervals in the melancholy delirmm, 


we muſt adhere to the treatment preſcribed in 
the third degree of the firſt ſtage ; with this 
- difference, that inftead of the moderately 
Warm baths, which were then directed, the 

bath muſt be uſed entirely cold; and that, 
in ordet to concoct the cachochymical hu- 
mors which are in the viſcera, and to evacuate 
from them the ſuperfluities, the patient mult 
| take, every morning, faſting, an hour before 
| ſhe enters the bath, a gable-ſpoonful of the 
aurific eflence, mentioned in the formule, 
Number IX. and as the heat of the parts muſt, 
of coutſe, be more violent, a peſſary con- 
tinually ſoaked in the water prepared accord- 
ing to The fürmula, Number IX. may be in- 
eroduced into them. Should theſe parts be 
affected by more conſiderable accidents, re- 
courſe muſt be had to the remedies which I 
ſhall preſcribe, in the treatment of the third 


E ſtage. It ts during this deplorable ſtate, that 


a phyſician muſt ſhudder when he is called 
on, yet, at the ſame time, exert every effort 
in 


n * 
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in which knowledge, experience, and ſtudy 
can aſſiſt him, to do juſtice to that confidence 
| wherewith he is honoured. The application 
to him ſtrongly inſinuates that his abilities 
are conſidered as uncommon, and that his 
diſcretion is deemed equal to the ſevereſt 
trials. hd 
I have ſeen many patients in-this aiferatle 
Few ra I have given ſuch advice as I 
| Judged to be moſt proper, but I did not per- 
ceive that any of them became cured, 
The hiſtory of a ſingle. patient, whoſe 
diſorder I had the reſolution to treat, in per- 
ſon, always adminiſtring my own remedies, 
may at once ſerve as a model of the conduct 
neceſſary to be purſued by the phyſician who | 
attends ſuch as are afflicted with the maniacal 
_ delirium, and afford conſolation to the parents, 
and acquaintances, who are intereſted in their 
recovery. In this inſtance, my endeavours 
were. ſucceſsful; but let not a ſingle inſtance 
diminiſh that terror which ſo ſhocking a ſi- 
tuation ought always to inſpire z for even 
whilſt we ſurmount our obſtacles, muſt we 
complain of the impenetrable ſecrets of nature | 
which fix limits to our knowledge, and baffle 
our enquiries, It will, beſides, appear, that 


. 
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it was only by the moſt. -aſſiduous, and un- 
remitting attention, united with regular and 
happily, concerted preparations, that I at 
length accompliſhed the cure of this diſorder. 
My patient was already reduced to that ex- 
tremity which compels the parents to have 
recourſe to mad. houſes, in order to relieve 
| themſelves from a burden which is more than 
all * tenderneſs and care are able to ſup- 
port. As I had been abſent, during two. 
nl —— from the province, no perſon had given 
me the leaſt intimation of the unfortunate 
ſituation of Mademaiſelle dee * *, There 
Was, indeed, ſcarcely an opportunity of my 
receiving ſuch intelligence i in time to prevent. 
an abrupt enquiry on my ſide, as I went, the 
next morning, after my arrival, to pay my. 
compliments to her father. I found him 
doubly afflicted, having loſt a_dear and af- 
|: feRionate wife. When I had condoled with 
Him on the melancholy occaſion, I expreſſed 
my inclinations to ſee his daughter. 
4 find” (replied this unhappy parent) ** that 
ven are ignorant of the whole extent f my 
«© adverſitiesz perhaps, if you had been bere, 
«6 You might have retrieved my diſgrace ; but it 
& is, now, beyond the poſſibility of a remedy, 
I * and 


. 
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«:' pd iy. - only tog i that tht great Diſpenſer 
«of afiBion would cable mie to ſubmit" to it." 


. Perceiving that I ſuppoſed his daughtet to be 
dead. n (added he) 157 ufa, Leo 


lung, on this fide of the grave, e ide 10 
4 Aſerdir, wbitb it ir impoſſible 10 think i 
Huben borror.” Unwilling to continue ſo 
- painful a ſubject, I took my leave, and went 
to dine with a lady, from whom I was ſure of 
bearing every particular relative to this affair. 
Her accounts, confirmed by the reports of 
others, left me no room to doubt that Lesnora 
was 4 Metromaniac of the laſt degrer. Se- 
Feral gentlemen of the neighbourhood” had, 
with difficulty, eſcaped from her, during the 
fits of her Furor: the two domeſtics'appyinted 
to wach her were not always ſufficiently 
| ſtrong, or perhaps, not ſufficiently vigilant to 
detain her within doors. During ſome bf her 
elopements, ſhe; for ſuch a length of time, 
avoided their purſuits, that it was apprehend- 
ed that ſhe had thrown herſelf into one of the 
ponds, of which there were ſeveral i in differ- | 
ent parts of the eſtate, As yet, her futher 
had been defired in vain to put her under 
cloſe confinement, — wh oſe beauty 


had 
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had been the delight and admiration" of the 
whole country, was, now, become the terror 


* 


of it; at length, her father was conſtrained = _ + 
by the moſt dreadful. neceſſity, to conduft 


ber, binilelf, to Tours; and place her in 4 
community, which I ſhall not name, as it 
_ would be difficult to mention it without in- 


_ © dignation, Although bis fortune was limit» 


ed, he had, neverthelefs, ſubmitted to com- 
ſiderable charges, extorted by theſe religidus 
unhappy maniac, that care, and tendetneſs, 


for which her anxious parent ſo affectionateiy 1 


pleaded... No affurances were ſpared to pre- 
vail on him to augment her penſion. But 
| the rule, in theſe houſes, impenetrable to hui 

manity, is to make exorbitant demanids;/-yet = 


never to vary their undiſtinguiſning treat- 


ment of the patients; a treatment which in- 
flames their furor, and ſo inereaſes all thelr 
accidehts, that, being at length totally ex- 
hauſted, they ſink 1 an eee im· 


wy, 0 
In my different] journeys Gin adi =_ 


_ 


vince, I had always been received by Leonera 
with that politeneſs, which is ſo flattering to 
a ſtranger, I can ſcarcely deſcribe the ob- 

N I 2 * liging 
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& ligirg attention which ſhe was pleaſed to ſhew 
me; leſt it might, now, ſeem to redound to 
her diſgrace. The elegance of her figure, 
the brilliancy of her eyes, the regularity of 
her features, and the wholeſome bloom of 
her complexion, were revived in my remem- 


brance; I was penetrated with the deepeſt 
. eoncern, when I conſidered thoſe diſguſting 
alterations, to which this malady had reduced 
a form that once inſpired love and awe, 
As ſome buſineſs: of conſequence: made it 
neceſſary for me to ſtay in the country, longer 
than uſual, I determined to undertake the 
cure of Leonora it was, indeed, humanity. 
which impelled me to this reſolution, rather 
than any other motive, however ſelf-love 
might have preſented to my imagination ſome 
flartering ideas of the celebrity to be acquired 
by ſucceſs, I immediately waited on the fa- 
ther, and imparted to him my deſign,  *.Your 
« daughter" (ſaid I) is only in ber twenty- 
* ſecond year, What reſources are there flill in 
« nature! would it not argue the moſt criminal 
** barbarity, were we to neglect ſearching into 
« all the ſecrets of the medical art, for means to 
« recover ber ? perþaps, we yet | have time for 
6 1 Proceeding. A. ber age, there may be 
| 8 "+08 principles 
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ant - prindiples capable of an aſſimilation with: thoſe 


e remedies calculated to eftabliſÞ ihe animal, „ * 


« af liaſt to repair the moſt eſſential barmom. 
... . * 4b!" (replicd this unhappy father) 


«. bow is it poſſible to oppoſe your zeal? but, 


e permit me to obſerve to you, that this diſorder 


ig worſe than ever. The laſt intelligence which 
« baus received, drives me to deſpair ; if you 
* knew all which I have done, and all which I 
4 am ſtill deing, you would be ſenfible that an 
e application to remedies, ſo far from relieving, 
« ferves only to exaſperate the diſorder.”, . , ®Do, 
e imagine" (I anſwered) 4 that I arrogate 
1 to thy /elf the merit of ſuperior abilitiet; but 
% ſomething tells me that we ſhould, each of ns, 
, deſerve the moſt ſevere reproaches, were wo to 
« abandon this miſerable creature, The certain. 
ty that ſhe never can be ered, in the con. 
e munity where be is, and the bope of recovers 
i ber ſhould we move ber out of it, are 
% powerful incentives which bill us haſten to ben 
„ relief, Beſides, I will take upon me all the. 


« trouble, and all the painful circumſtances which _ - 


% may attend this enterprize.. I will go for ber, 
« <will bring ber to my own bouſs, and there be 
« continually preſent, to enforce the proper treat- 
G went of ber diſorder. Two men, and two | 
1 „ % women 
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* apomen-keepers, who muſt relieve each oer, 
« Hull be the only domeſtics ſuffered to enter the 


1 apartment, which I will occupy. You ſhall be 


« the ſole perſon of the neighbourhood entrufted 
«with the ſeeret, Should we ſucceed, your len- 

4 derneſs, and my zeal will be bighly applauded; 
if, on the contrary, after all our endeavours, 
' U obs malady ſhould continue, we ſhall at leaft 
4. awvdid cenſure, as having recurred to the ſame 
„% method, which are now adopted for the : 
« amendment of ber ſituation.” - 


A propoſal intended to remove al . * 


vas not to be rejected. The means of ex- 
ecuting our project were, therefore, ſoon de- 
termined on. In two days afterwards I de- 
| parted, at a very early hour, for Tear, and 
arrived there at night, The next morning 1 
waited on the Grand-Vicar, with whom I had 
been particularly | acquainted, at Poris. I in- 
formed him of the motives for my journey, 
and deſired that, under the ſanction of his 
authority, we- might be immediately intro- 
duced into the inner apartments of the houſe, 
without allowing time for the leaſt alteration 
of their uſual methods of proceeding, as it 
was of the greateſt importance, that, from a 

view of their actual treatment of Lecnora, 1 
FO might 


in a whiſper, deſired the lady-abbeſs to make 
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| might.be able to form a judgement of their 
conſtant behaviour, to her. I could not have 
applied to any one ſo properly, as to the 
Grand. Vicar, who was the Superior of the 
houſe. My requeſt being granted, we di- 
rectly went thither; and the Grand-Vicar, 
after having converſed with the lady · alloſ on 
indifferent ſuhjects, told her that he muſt 
immediately attend me to the interior rooms 
of the houſe, She repreſented the dangers 
to which we muſt be expoſed, wete the bers 
not to haye time allowed for the removal of 
the moſt furious maniacs; and that ſuch as 
might, at the firſt view, appear the quieteſt, 
were liable to aſſume, in a moment, the moſt 
frantic, and alarming diſpoſitian z but he re- 
moved this difficulty, by ſaying that they 
might be all reduced to good order, in our 
_— and then commanded the doors to 
de thrown open. K 
1 ſhall not attempt to deſcribe the honen, 
wich which I was ſeized at my entrance into 
this houſe, the abode of lunacy, of guilt, and 


of deſpair, My reſpe@table conduct hd. 


him a ſign, on our approach to the cell of 
Leonora. He had previouſly agreed with me, 
ä 14 that 
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that ſhe ſhould be given up I was unwilling 
that, during this firſt viſit, it ſhould be ſuf- | 
pected that. I was at 1 ee 10 ay 
releaſe, 

Draw near, ye miſerable young eee | 
and curſe the hour in which your weak, un- 
guarded hearts indulged the impulſe of abo- 
minable paſſions. Attend! and, if it be 
poſſible, do not ſhudder, at the one wack 
I place before you | 
O too hideous, too wwe ſpeftcle! 
Thou art, Thou always wilt be preſent to 
my light! by Thee, my memory le now af- 
frighted | and can This be the wo unſortu- 


- beauteous, and beloved? was This the Fair 
whoſe mind, whaſe grace, whoſe elegance 
lurpriſed and charmed us all? O lamentable 
fate! at which not all her ſex alone, but all 
Humanity muſt tremble! O barbarous def- 
tiny! how incredible a metamorphoſis haſt 
thou effected l... What ſunk, and haggard 


nate Leonora? is This the form of late ſo 


eyes! how livid is that ſkin! how flagging, 


and diſcoloured are thoſe cheeks | how blue, 
and falling are thoſe lips! how fetid is tha 
foam, how black and rotten are the teeth with- 
in that mouth! how ſhapeleſs is that bent, 
1 ? 1 emaciated 


8 
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emaciated body | All, All is horrible. And 
is it poſſible to think that theſe were, once, 
the reſidence of every charm ? this hair which 


art and nature formerly diſpoſed in flowing 


ringlets, hangs in matted clots, whilſt dirt 
and ordure fill the place of fragrant powders, 

and perfumed pomatums. The ſnowy handy 
| which gracefully adorned this wretched being, 
| are covered, now, with excrements, and take 


them us the paſte and paint that once were 


uſed az ornaments to beauty, O fatal alrs of 
wantonneſe, and love! to what a toll are ye 
come at laſt ... . Hither, to this manſion 
of infamy, and horror, have ye driven the 
moſt unfortunate of her ſex! and muſt ye 
| perſecute her in the dungeon? have ye ſnatch» '- 
ed her from the boſom of her parents, from 
the convivial feſtivity of the table, from in» 
nocent and refreſhing ſleep, from brilliant and 
amiable ſocieties, and from endearing hope, 
only to prove her ſhame, her doom, her ex- 
ecutioners. O Thou laſeivious defire! Thou 
truly infernal paſſion! Thou art more in- 
human than theſe keepers 'who perpetually 
beat her; Thou art more horrible than this 
dark, and filthy cell; Thou art viler than 
this n food which 100 haye ſet before 
her; 


© luxuries, muſk, end ? O, may thy example 


'* 
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her: Thou art a thouſand times more impure 
than this rotten, and Infectious ſtraw which 
is her only bed. Barbarian |. is this the pleas 
ſure. which theu didſt promile ber? tag mi- 
ſerable Lasnere] ond ie it here, thy joys, thy 


prove a leſſon, to the perpetrators of thy 
guilt! may thy, melancholy and waſted image 
Conyers, the, burning drops of blood which 
triekle through their veins, igto ſuch . cakes 
of ice, as myſt reſiſt the fjerceſt flame of un. 
appealed deſire, Mei 4 4 
I I feel itdifficylt io expreſ the FF VEL FOR 
and concern which took full poſſeſſion of all 


the powers of my mind. I intreated the 


Grand · Vicar to permit me ta decline his in · 
vitation to dinner, and quitted him. with a 
promiſe of returning in the evening, to ſettle 
the account with the lady-abbeſi, and adjuſt 
the means of preparing Leonora for her de- 
parture. In the interim, he hired two ſtrong 

young men, and two women, anſwerable to 


my deſeription, and having bargained with 
the laſt for ſix months, ordered them all to 
attend him, to me. I had obſerved, when 

we entered the cell in which this wretched 
creature was confined, that ſhe ran, as if for 
ſafety, | 
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ſafety, into a corner of It, and, there, ſat 
ſquattingy during the whole ſtay of one of the 
Mer, neither did 1 forget that ſhe ſcreamed 
_ violently, on any attempt to pull her nearer 
to us, and conſtantly endeavoured to reſiſt, 

When I informed the lady-abbeſt that I had 
received orders to take away Leonore, ſhe told 
me that it was at my option, but that the gn» 
terprize ſeemed, in her opinion, impracti- 
cable, unleſs ſhe were to be chained in an 

open cart, and that even then her ſhocking 
cries muſt be extremely troubleſome, "and 


productive of moch abuſe, and wan 8 


the road. 

| -Fanfwered that 1 had W to pro- 
vide againſt every inconvenience; that I 
ſhould not, on any account, conſent to her 
being chained, as I had contrived a gentler, - 
and more decent expedient, which I ſhould 
put into practice the next day; that the me- 
thod to be purſued during the fits of her 
furor did not appear quite ſo eaſy, but that l 
ſhould, notwithſtanding, attempt to. calm 
them; and that my only requeſt was, that 
orders might be given to make her ready for 
the journey, by three o'clock, the next morn- 
ing, and to be very careful as to the clean. 

linels 5 
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lineſs of her perſon, and linnen. 15 chat 
evening adminiſtered to her an emulſion, (ace- 
cording to the formula, Number X.) and then 
having returned a thouſand thanks to the 
Grand-Vicar, retired to my inn. 
I The carriage being ready (as I had deſired) | 
in the morning, I went to the houſe, at the 
appointed hour, and found Leonora, 'very 
neatly dreſſed, and guarded by the ſiſters in 
the hall. 1 immediately entered it, alone, 
and acknowledged that they had done even 
more than 1 had required. In ſhort, 1 en- 
treated them to ſtrip her of all her cloaths, 
except her ſhift, but previous to their in- 
| creaſing her uneaſineſs by this ceremony, 1 
told them to give her the emulſion, as before, 
in which attempt, they, with great difficulty, 
ſucceeded. They then began to undreſs her; 
and this operation was not performed without 
a very ſhocking degree of violence. - i 
I ordered them to ſwathe her with a broad 
bandage of ſtrong cloth, by which her arma 
were pinioned down to her ſides, During 
this performance, which was executed with 
great dexterity, ſhe was ſo incenſed as to foam 
at the mouth with rage 1 but force was not to 


be reſiſted, Her. keepers placed her in the 
carriage, 
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carriage, where it was not difficult to confine 
ber; but her ſhrieks, and the gnaſhing of her 
teeth were ſhocking, nor ever interrupted, ex · 
cept when ſhe attempted to bite, or to ſpit in 
the faces of the attendants. The carriage 
proceeded at a very quick pace, and | J. who 
followed on horſeback, had time to give 
myſelf up to comfortleſs reflexions on the : 
uncertainty of extricating my patient from 
this dreadful ſituation. At dinner time, being 
put to bed, {ſhe ſlept about half an hour, but 
could not be prevailed on to take any thing. 1 
Vas deſirous of trying whether, by reſtoring 
to her, the uſe of her hands, ſhe might not 
become more tractable, and willing to accept 
| what was offered to her. This, indeed, -ſuc- 
ceeded, yet not without endeavours on her 
| ſide, to pinch her keepers, who were, after- 

wards, greatly troubled to bind her, as in the 
morning. 

We continued our journey, and 5 having 
experienced all the frantic violence of her 
diforder, arrived at my country houſe by 
night, I ordered her to be carried immedi- 
ately to her apartment, where I found that 
every preparation had been made, exactly 


according to my dire&ions, x 
„ its b 
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At all the particulars relative to the treats 
ment of my patlent may ſerve as rules in a 
fimilar caſe, 1 flatter myſelf” that the reader 
would be more inclined' to forgive me for 
being tedious, than for omen the Kors Y 

trillng circumſtances, | WOE ont ang 
The bed ran on caftors,, and was made of 
ſtrong, and very thick oak; à pillar was 
placed at each angle, and, alfo 4 pillar in each 
middle, forming, in the whole, eight pillars. | 
The inner part of the'bed, which was ſhaped 
like a box, and meaſured ſix feet, by ou 

feet, and a half, was ſtuffed with Hair. 
tte bottom, were girths, which might — . 
taken away at pleaſüre. She was not allowed 
either a feather bed, or a matiraſs, but only 
an oaten-chaff ticking; a ſingle ſheet carefully 
faſtened at the end; and fides of the bed, by 
ſtraps, and buckles, is ſufficient; / No other 
coverlet, nor any different method of lying 
can be neceſſary, until the patient ſhall have 
been reſtored to a certain degree of amend - 
ment. Late as it was, I, on my arrival, or- 
dered a bath to be prepared, in which the 
patient was obliged to remain an hour. When 
| ſhe came out, and had been wiped dry, a 
large plate-full of rice was offered to her, 
"_ 
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which ſhe greedily devoured, © She was after 
wards put ſwathed to bed, and attended only 
by one man, who was directed not to puniſi 
her, when ſhe attempted to bite, or ſhriek 
out, any otherwiſe than by throying a glas 
of cold water in her face. | 

The next day, ſhe Was blooded four times, 
to the quantity e of ſix dunces, obſerving rhe. ; 
diſtance of three hours from one bleeding, to 
another. Between each bleeding, I ofdered 


butldy. flour, in each of which "half" an ourice 
of the ſyrop of poppies had been infuſed, 

we began this cure. on the twelfth of May 
in the year 1 761. On the thirteenth, for the 
firſt time, I made her take the quinteſcence, 
in the formula, Number 8.25 putting fifteen 
drops in a broth, compoſed of veal, the 
quarter of a lean fowl, and all the aſſuaging 


herbs, (ſee the formula, Number XI.) after 


uling the bath for an hour, and having had 
the head pumped on. At five O clock, ſhe 
again bathed, as before, and went through 
| the ſame” pumping. Her dinner was milk- 
pottage. If the was thirſty, in the day time, 
| the, drank only clarified wheyz two hours 
before the bath, ſhe took a * of barley 
a flour; 


"abs 3 and at fix 0 Pb at coming ** the 
bath, and the pumping, a plentiful milk- 
foup,. and about. ten o clock, the broth as 

above, mixed with an ounce of the ſyrup of 

white poppies. | . 
l obliged her to obſerve this regimen, as . 
follow theſe remedies during the remainder | 
of the month of May, and all June. „ 

it mult be remarked, firſt, that the was 
always fo ſwathed it in the night, that ſhe could | 
not poſſibly apply her hands to the parts. 

Secondly, that, during the day time, the wo- 
men watched her, not only when ſhe was in 


25 bed, but when in the bath, ſo narrowly, as 


to prevent her from ſeizing the leaſt oppor- 
tunity of indulging in any obſcenlties. Third 
ly, that wheneyer ſhe offered to be guy of 
them, ſhe was no otherwiſe puniſhed than 
by having water thrown in her face; or, at 
the moſt, by a pretended preparation for im- 
\ mediately ſwathing her. Fourthly, that be · 
fore her entry into the bath, injections were 
introduced into the vagina, and care taken 
that ſhe ould preſerve them. (See the for- 
mula, Number XII.) Fifthly, that ſhe wore, 
night and | day, over the reins, a plate of lead, 
which was ſufficiently thin; and over all the 
A ET. parts 


7 


parts a very ck won ck. moiſten- BY 
ed with emollient waters. (See the formula, | 

Number XIII. ) I betook myſelf during _ 
whole time to the application of remedies for 
the particular vices of the organical parts; 
'S thought 1 it proper to reſt ſatisfied with hay- 
ing recured to theſe general palliatives capable 
i of ſoftening the falt and muriatic conſtituti- 
on of the blood, and, of courſe, of correcting 
the vice in the lymph, which is near to theſe 
parts. It will ſcarcely be credited, that, not- 
8 withſtanding this regimen, and the admini- 
ſtration of ſuch anodynes, no alteration ſhould 
have been wrought in the patient. The ſame 
furor, the ſame running, (though, indeed, 
ſomewhat leſs fetid) the ſame jaundice, and 
the ſame ſtiffneſs of the ſkin ſtill prevailed. | 
0 the firſt of July, I, however, began to 
employ remedies which were rather more 
tonical. It was, on this account, that with- 
out interrupting the ordeg of thoſe. remedies 
which I had, hitherto, applied, and without 
changing any part 6f the regimen, I infuſed, 
into the broth for night, fifteen drops of the 
anodyne tincture, according to the formula, 
Number XIV. inſtead of the ſyrup of pop- 
pies; and 1, alſo, pur into the broth for the 
& + morning, 
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morning, four grains of the aurum vite, (the 
Preparation of which hath long been, and 
- ftill is to many perfons, a rare ſecret) inſtead 

of the diaphoretic quinteſſence: (ſee the fer- 
mula, Number XV.) I, nevertheleſs, thought 
it my duty to attend more N to the 
necld®ris of the parts. LT 
Thbeſe accidents' were a confiderable elon- 
ation of the clitoris, attended with tetters, 
and an abſceſs in the matrix, the malignity 
of which was but too apparent from the 
acrimony, and fetidneſs of the matter which 
ran from it; the noſe was painful, and ha- 
bitually inflamed, eee wann ** ſome- 
times leſs. 

"The elongation, or e of the 6. 
toris'was'a little diminiſhed; the tetters ſeem- 
ed to- have loft their acrimony, and I had 
reaſon to imagine that the fame embrocations 
might, in length of time, entirely cure them; 

but I attended more ſeriouſly to the running 
Which gave me room to ſuſpe an open ao 
in the cavity of the matrix, I therefore order- 
ed the introduction of the injection according 
to the formula, Number XVI. At the end 
of a month, namely, towards the fixth of 
_ Auguſt, I had the fatisfaRion of obſerving 

that 
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that my patient was become more tranquil; 
the ravings of her imagination were leſs fre- 
| quent, and her oppoſition to remedies leſs 
violent, whilſt ſhe reſtrained her laſcivious 


motions, at the very firſt threat, 
The colour and odour of the running way, 


_ now, more laudable z the noſe was, indeed, 
ſomewhat painful, but not inflamed, In 


ſhart, I perceived the ſalutary effects of my 
remedies, although as yet I could not entertain 
the moſt diſtant hope of accompliſhing an 
abſolute cure. Yet the jaundice which gra- 
dually diſappeared, informed me of a total 
revolution in the machine, I made an al- 
teration in the injections, and directed that they 
ſhould be adminiſtered according to the for- 
mula, Number XVII. This was repeated 
after the bathing. I, beſides, continued the 
regimen, and the remedies. I had, hitherto, 
prevented the father from indulging his in- 
clinations, by a viſit to Leonora. When 1 
aſſured him that I diſcovered a conſiderable 
amendment in her ſituation, he remarked 
that his preſence would, probably, occaſion 
ſome ſenſatiop, the effects of which might be 
ſerviceable. She had, as yet, only ſeen her 
learn and me. When I mentioned her 

K 2 54 father 
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father to her, ſlic appeared to fall, like any 
reaſonable perſon, into a deep thought, from 
which ſhe did not recover, until after the 
_ expiration of ſome minutes. I concluded 
from it that the image of a man ſo dear to 
her was floating in her ideas, and that, con- 
ſequently, the fibres of the brain, might, by 
degrees, reſume their natural tone. On the 

laſt day of Auguſt, which was almoſt four 
months after the firſt uſe of the remedies, F 
introduced the father into the apartment of 
Leonora. (Og 85 85 

1 had prevailed on him to reſiſt thoſe 
emotions of tenderneſs which occaſion tears, 
as circumſtances which make too lively an 
impreſſion are, in this ſituation, dangerous, 
J had given the daughter notice of his arrival, 

in order to aſſiſt her to collect her ſcattered 

ideas. As Was always the caſe, whenſoe ver 
1 ſpoke to her, ſhe made me no manner of 


anſwer. The father was not more fortunate. 


She ſurveyed him with a fixed eye, ſighed, 
and then turned aſide, as if to avoid an ob- 
ject which it was fatiguing to look at any 
longer. I did not expect fo tranquil an inter- 
view, and thought it improper that it ſhould 
continue. I even adviſed the father to pay 

her 
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her but few, and ſhort viſits, - and' then to 
refrain from the manifeſtation of any feelings 
which might either tire, or diſturb her. 7 
return of tbe fibres" (ſaid I) 40 their erat 
tones, muſt abſolutely be accompliſhed, before 
« ſhe poſſibly can recolleft you. © This will be a 
« work of lime. By endeavouring to accelerate 
1, progreſs, we ſnould but retard it. Let us 
Mp patiently hope that the proper remedies may 
« bereafter introduce that perfect accord, which - 
« is to lead ber back to a full knowledge of you. 
Mi ©, bis is.a mathematical point, the n Mani of 
which wwe are ignorant of.” = 
| Notwithſtanding her apparent :nſenſibility; bd 
I, from this moment, talked to her, every _ 
day, concerning her father, and her former 
female acquaintances. I mentioned to her the 
country, her walks, and excurſions, and, in 
| ſhort, every circumſtance: which l imagined | 


ſhe might the moſt eaſily retrace in her me- 


mory. I ſtill continued to ſpeak to her, yet 
ſhe obſtinately remained filent, not giving 
any kind of anſwer, either to me, or to her 
father, whom ſhe always NEE with the 
ſame aſtoniſhment. 
I I muſt confeſs that this ſtubborn taciturnity - 
diſconcerted me the more, as 1 perceived that 
K 3 in 
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in all other reſpects, ſhe recovered at a great 
rate, for, by the end of September, the ulcer 
of the matrix appeared cicatriſed, the tur- 
geſcency of the clitoris was no longer obſerv- 
ed, the tetters were abſolutely. healed, and, 
for ſome days paſt, her actions had been free 
from the leaſt obſcenity. She was obliging 
to her keepers, and took the different re- 
medies with the utmoſt willingneſs. It was, 
now, more than a fortnight, ſince the had 
worn any bandage. 5 
It was thought ſufficient to wrap * parts 
in a ſoaked flannel, which was paſſed four 
times round the waiſt, and deſcended to the 
middle of the thigh. On this day, the ban· 
dage was raiſed higher, that ſhe might walk 
with more eaſe, acroſs the apartment, which 
ſhe did, a little, and with a very reaſonable, 
but extremely melancholy air. She, now, re- 
ceived me with, that diſtinguiſhed; decency, 
and good manners, which proved the order 
of her ideas. 1 was, by this time, fully 
perſuaded that two circumſtances mn re · 
tarded the full recovery of my patient. 
Firſt, the ſhame which ſhe felt at the 
* thoughts of appearing again in the province, 
might, poſſibly, * the! fibres in an ob» 
ſtinate 


ſtinate tenſion, Secondly, the diſagroesble 
ideas produced by this ſhame, might alſo 
occaſion a profound mtlancholy, But I have 
ſince, diſcovered, from her own confrſſon, 
that I was miſtaken. On the twenty - ſecond 
of Octaber, one of her women came running 
towards me, and cried out, . come, Hr, #his 
very inſtant ! mademoiſelle who has been in 
a deep fleep, during. the whale night, js juſt 
© wow awake z after having fixed ber eyes on my - 
companion aud me, fhe enquired who we were. 

% We anfwered, that by orders from her father 

and you, we attended ber to relieve ber during 
Ber diſorder. On ber aſking us where je was? 


4%. pe replied, at the houſe of an intimate friend 


„ her father, and that, if fhe chaſe it, we 
„ world call bim. I ran with inexpraible 
joy to her apartment. She received me with 
that cold and langviſhing air which had been 
always viſible during the calmeſt periods of 
her diſorder, and deſired me to ſend to her 
father, to remove her, as ſhe was now un- 
willing to give me any trouble. I immedi- 
ately diſpatched a meſſenger to inform him 
of this happy news. It was not long before 


he waited on Leonora, who did not receive 


him with much more tenderneſs than ſhe had 
K 4 ſhewn 
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ſhewn to me. When his embraces had been 
returned with a reſpectful moderation, ſhe 
ſaid ; I awake, my father ! from a tedious, and 
Ffatiguing dream, during which I muſt, cer- 
e 'tainly, have been guilty of many criminal ex- 
% travagencies, or elſe you never could have 
removed me from your preſence.. If T bave 
„ aw influence over your tenderneſs, let me pre- 
« .vail on you to take me to your ou houſe, that 
I may again enjoy thoſe pleaſing privileges, 
«© which, there, you always granted me. May 
I alſo intreat that no one may have acceſs to 
* 4s, excepting this gentleman,” {pointing to 

me) 4 and Mademoiſelle de Beaudeduit, whom 
„I wiſh to retain. Her ſervices muſt be, on 
% every occaſion, agreeable to me, She is the 
« only one of my attendants, who, during my 
« miſerable dream, did not violently diſturb, and 
« fel my imagination.“ It is not eaſy to do 
juſtice 'to the language and feelings of this 
excellent father. He promiſed to comply 
with every part of her requeſt, and I, in my 
turn, carefully avoided the leaſt objection to 
it, It was determined that we ſhould remain 
that day at my houſe, and, at night, repair to 


the caſtle of Men/ienr d. . Where ! 
reſided 
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refided's month, and a, en it, fora | 
moment. 303 
Leonora hath, Siving a a time, As 
to the regimen which I preſeribed for her, 
eating only white meats, and drinking nothing 
except milk, and clarified whey. She hath 
ſlept, for a great while, ont ſingle hair- 
ticking. Her father alſo cautiouſly ſelected 
her vilitors from amongſt thoſe who were at 
once the moſt lively, and the moſt vertuous. 
She is, now, married to an amiable youth, 
ho is paſſionately attached to her, and per- 
ceives with rapture, that her beauty and diſ- 
cretion is the ſubject of the whole province. 
I have nothing farther to add concerning 


the remedies and conduct which were purſued 


on this, and which will ſerve for every ſimilar 
oecaſion. They who cannot be cured, may, 
thus, at leaſt, be relieved; they may be 
enabled to wait for death with a more dimi- 
niſhed degree of horror and deſpair, 

| muſt anxiouſly recommend'to/the parents, 
in whoſe families theſe misfortunes may ariſe, 
a reſolution ſtrictly to obſerve that their 
children take, in their preſence, or the pre- 
| ſence of an experienced phyſician, the re- 


medies which he preſcribes for them; and 
| not 
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not to ſend: theſe: miſerable objects to mad- 
houſes, until every method ſhall have been 
tried for their relief, and until the expence 
of keeping them becomes abſolutely inſup- 
portable. Let me alſo adviſe them never to 
permit their daughters to contract the ſlighteſt 
familiarity with ſervants of either ſex. 
Such parents as can afford to allow them 


governeſſes, ſhould chuſe one of rather an . 


advanced age, and of an lneprocchable Þu- 
rity of morals. 
If, in ſpite of all their vigilance, their 
young hearts ſhould be unworthily engaged, 
or rather, if the bad counſels of ſome com- 
panion ſhould have inflamed the imagination 
with laſcivious ideas, let parents abſtain from 
a barbarous ſeverity, and thoſe bitter reproach» 
es, Which, acting contraty to their deſign, 
can never reduce the mind to order, and obe- 
dience, It is to calm moderation, to ſound. 
ſenſe, and to cool reſolution, that they muſt 
inſtantly apply! and theſe will teach them to 
employ thoſe means which we have already 
enforced, in our remarks on the ſecond Rage, 


and the third degree of the * ages of this 
diſorder, _ 5 1 


And 
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And ye miſtreſſes of boarding ſchools! who 
turn the vertuous modes of education into 
a a ſordid, vile, and mercenary trade, reflect 
with horror on your guilt, when you com- 
mit the care of pupils to thoſe under- teachers, 
whom you have choſen, from a principle of 
deſpicable intereſt, out of tha meageſt i dregs 
of the people, or, at leaſt, from the boſom 
of that miſery which too generally proceeds 
from wantonneſs, and indiſcretion. I ſhall 
conelude this work with ſome obſervations on 
the imagination. I flatter myſelf that they : 
vill not prove abſolutely. , uſeleſs, und that 
Phyſicians, Parents, and even the Sen will 
diſcover in them opinions and moral re- 
flexions, drawn: from nature, and unn 
by how examples Jet 141609991 


OB 
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OBSERVATIONS 
Stadt 1 ON TRE | 
IMAGINATION, 


As eonneQed with the 
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Wirucur entering into a metaphy- 
fieal diſſertation concerning this intereſting 
portion of the human mind, I ſhall confine 
myſelf, with all poſſible clearneſs, and pre- 
ciſlon, to ſuch remarks as are” Proper, and 
neceſſary to my ſubject. Nam" £1 
One of the principal points to which a 
phyſician ought to attach himſelf, is the ſtudy 
of the effects of the imagination, in the 
diſorders which occur to him, in the courſe 
of his practice. A neglect of this important 
buſineſs muſt either involve us in miſtakes, 
or plunge us into a total ignorance of the 
real cauſes of particular complaints. 

The knowledge of interior, and exterior 


phyſical ſymptoms, ſo abſolutely neceſſary on 
all 
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all occaſions, is, unfortunately, too limited, 


and the moſt learned phyſician may, in this 
reſpe&, prove likely to be embarraſſed, and 


even err daily in giving his opinion, and 


preſcribing the conduct to be purſued, 

'T he imagination is 4 mirror that repreſents 
the obſects, by which man is affected, and 

thrown into action, The glaſs of this mirror 
varies In its compoſition like all the organs 
it owes its alluſions to nature, and to preju- 
dices q theſe are the canvas on which it works, 
Nature ſupplies it with the firſt objects, and 
the inclinations on which the conſtitution de- 
termines, This glaſs enlarges, diminiſhes, 
multiplies, or renders the objects ſuch as they 
are, according to its degree of perfection. 

Although the firſt objects which preſent 
themſelves in this mirror are only carried 
thither by the aſſiſtance of the ſenſes, yet the 
imagination produces from it an infinite num- 
ber of objects fabricated from compariſons, 
and relations; and theſe objects want nothing 
but probability to give them exiſtence. 

It is the imagination which is almoſt con- 
ſtantly the principle, or the mother of the 
greater part of the paſſions, and of their ex- 


ceſſes for without the imagination, man' 
would 
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would have but few determined pang, IIe 
might, indeed, drink, eat, exerciſe all his 
_ fenles, and ſatisfy all his wants, to an excels 1 
but theſe could only be actual pleaſures, and 
ſuch as had not been combined, fince he 
would enjoy / indifferently whatioever ohjects 
ſhould preſent themſelves, without having 
any other decided inclinations, except thoſe 
which might be procured for him, either by 
| kabitude, or by oecalions” — | 

The imagination may be conſidered as the 
chief-miniſter of ſelf-love ; it follows the im- 
preſſion of the conſtitution ; always acquaint- 
ed with its inclinations, it endeavours to ex- 
aggerate, and to affiſt them. The inclinations 
are conveyed in their ſimple, and natural 
ſtate, by the ſenſes, to the imagination which 
refines, increaſes, guides, and fixes them. 
It is the imagination which preſents to the 
glutton, a picture of the pleaſures of the 
table, and of the exquiſite ſayour of ſuch, 
or ſuch a diſn; it is the imagination which 
directs him in the ſearch of, and even the in- 
vention of luxurious ſeaſoning for his dainties; 
the imagination augments his paſſion for high - 
living, and makes him- ſacrifice every thing 
to indulge 1 in it; the imagination, in ſhort, 
| | 5 c 


 NYMPHOMANITA 199 
procures for him, that delicious and antici- 
pated reliſh which renders his real repaſt more 
_ exquiſite, and voluptuous, | 
Let the illuſions, and the force of the 
imagination over the paſſions are not always 
equal, and the ſamez love is one of thoſe 
paſſions on which it labours moſt; and, here, 
it may be ſaid to wind the conſtitution up, 
above its natural powers z a ſingle ſpark is, 
Here, ſufficient to make the fire blaze imme- 
diately; or, under contrary circumftances, 
the imagination repreſſes, and confines the 
flame, and force, with which nature may 
have endued the ſame temperament. 

In the firſt caſe, the phyſician ought to 
poſſeſs ſufficient penetration to unravel the 
real cauſes of the diſorder, when the ſlighteſt 
ſymptoms, or the ſlighteſt ſuſpicions induce 
him to believe that it un proceed from 
thence. 

In the ſecond caſe, the phyſician ſhould 
be too ſagacious not to diſcover, in this very 
imagination, a part of the remedies proper 

for the cure of his patient. There is no 
occaſion on which it may be aſſerted with 
more juſtice, contraria contrariis curaniur. 


This 
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This point le, (particularly, of the utmoſt 
Importance In the diſorder, of which we are, 
now, treating fur, there are caſes which will 
admit of a cure from a ſimple attention to the 
Imagination z but there are no caſea (or, at 
leaſh, ſcarcely any) in which phyſical reme- 
dies can alone effect a radical cure, There is 
no conſtitution without a germ of this natural 
and generative fire, unleſs ſame vice, or ſame 
accident contrary to the order of nature, 
ſhauld have excluded itz and this cannot 
be a caſe in any manner relative to the Nym- 
phomania, 

The laws of ſociety are public wants, to 

which it was neceſſary to ſacrifice ſeveral par- 
ticular wants; they eſtabliſh remedies, and 
preſervatives, which it was requiſite to deviſe, 
in order to, repair the real evils which might 
deſtroy, or trouble the advantageous, and 
even neceſſary order which exiſts. It is thus, 

that the privileges and limits ſuitable to each 


ſex were eſtabliſhed. The preſent modes of 


polite education proceed from this principle, 
and are ſubmitted to theſe remedies, Hence 
it happens that our young ladies are brought 
up in a reſtraint, and decency, Which fre- 


' quently are capable of irritating their paſſions, 
of 
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of cauſing a revolution, and diſorder in the 
phyſical ſyſtem of their nature, and of ren» 
dering them the vletims of the public good, 
whenſbever a conſtitution inflamed by nature, 
or by the Imagination, occaſions theſe ac» 

eldents. 
Ie is for this reaſon, that humanity cannot 
be too anxiouſly engaged in procuring re- 
medies for ſuch an inconvenience, It ought 
to be the particular object of the faculty to 
extend, and improve their knowledge of theſe 
unfortunate and dangerous diſorders; it is 
equally difficult either to diſcover that they 
exiſt, or afterwards to preſcribe for them, 
whilſt the | prejudices of education make it 
ſhameful to confeſs that they are felt, The 
parents ſhould be the firſt to offer their aſſiſt- 
ance to the phyſicians. It is a duty exacted 
from them, not only by the tender ties of 
affinity, but by a proper regard to their own 
honour; they, alſo, muſt ſhare in the diſgrace 
which will reſult from the dreadful conſe- 
quences of this diſorder. Let us, now, take 
a nearer view of the effects of the imagination. 
The attachment of one ſex to the other 
ſex ariſes from a want as natural as it is difff- 
cult to ſypprels, There are no moral means 
5 L which 
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which enn impoſe ſilence on nature. The 
ignorance in which young perſons are edu» 
eated, may, perhaps, render this call of na- 
ture, in ſame meaſure, unintelligible, but 
will not prevent it from being heared, Thoſe 
myſterious concealments, which yet cannot 
eſcape her notice, too violently excite the 
imagination of the young female, to ſuffer it 
to remain idle. What ſhe perceives without 
being able to unfold the reaſons of it, what 
ſhe hears without abſolutely underſtanding it, 
all, in ſhort, irritates, and inflames her ideas; 
whilſt this germ of natural and phyſical fire 
receives ſtrength from her imagination, and 
increaſe from a ſuperabundant nouriſhment, 
and a blind intelligence; then, the conſti- 
tution, ſcarcely formed, feels real wants, 
which, although unknown, are capable of 
occaſivning a dangerous devaltation in thoſe = 
parts which are the ſeat of theſe wants, All 
this, a lively imagination may effe&, of its 
own accord, and without the aſſiſtance of any 
knowledge, except that which nature hath 
imparted, It is at this period that the phyſi- 
clan, whoſe prudence and ſagacity have ena» 
bled him to diſcover this ſituation, ſhould 


avail himſelf of every a: which he 
— hath 
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hath the power of purſuing, We will now 
paſt on to more critical ſubjects. 
It rarely happens that a girl reaches the age 

of puberty, without ſoon acquiring ſuch an 
intelligence as is capable of leading her to the 
means of penetrating into the myſteries of 
love. Her imagination induces her to im- 
prove every occaſion of gratifying her curio- 
ſityz the words and actions which eſcape 
from others in her preſence, the books which 
fall into her hands; in ſhort, every ching 
favours her enquiries; as her diſcoveries in- 


creaſe,, ſhe longs for farther information, and 


in the end, becomes a victim to the e 
of deſire. 

Even the moſt vertuouſly- educated, the 
molt carefully attended girl may always find 
opportunities of converſing with the young 
perſons of her ſex, Such an intercourſe 
collects together their different knowledge, 
and ideas; it procures materials for their ima- 
 ginations to work upon with double power 
and ſucceſy, I have frequently liſtened, un- 

ſeen, to the converſation of ſeveral girls, on 
this ſubject; and had ample reaſon to be 
convinced how impoſſible it is to deſcribe the 

I. 2 vivacity, 
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vivacity, and the ſingular effects of which 
the imagination is capable. 

How many girls are alſo liable to be cor- | 
copied by ſervants, or the falſe friends of the 
houſe? with what poiſon do they not. after- 
wards infect their companions? theſe are 
evils which cannot always be warded off, but 
it is neceſſary that we ſhould learn to foreſee, 
and to diſtinguiſh them, as they are generally 
the firſt principles, and the nouriſhers of the 
diſorder of which we treat. I have obſerved 
ſo. many occurrences of this kind, that I can- 
not avoid relating one, which ſtrikingly ex- 
emplifies the irreſiſtable power of the ima- 
gination, the diſorders which it may cauſe, 
and the miltakes into which it may lead the 

faculty. 

A young lady, named Julia, was born of 
rich and noble parents. Neither her educati- 
on, nor her talents had been neglected, It 
Vas the intention of her father to divide a very 

conſiderable fortune between her, and an only 
| ſiſter, Her beauty and accompliſhments pro- 
cured her an admirer in every unmarried 
youth, who could aſſume the leaſt pretenſions 
to addreſs her. Nature, indeed, ſeemed to 
have been too prodigal to her: her mind and 

tem- 
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' temperament were full of that vivacity which 
would have rendered her ſtill more agreeable, 
had ſhe been leſs ungovernable, and leſs dan- 
gerous. Her heart was a compoſition of ſul- 
phur perpetually expoſed to the flame of love; 
it was a quinteſſence of fire which ran through 
every vein. | 

Scarcely had Julia reached her realfih 
year, when ſhe was fully ſenſible of one great 
deſign of her exiſtence, Her imagination 
paimed to her, in the moſt agreeable colours, 
the rapturous ſituation which ſhe had a right 
to enjoy; and her qualities, with which ſhe 
was but too well acquainted, ſeemed to pro- 
miſe her that happineſs, of which ſhe had 
conceived ſo lively an idea. 

Her bolom-friend, and the interpreter of 
her ideas, was a young waiting - woman, named 
| Berton, who, experienced in the arts of en- 
jayment, and initiated into the ſecrets of 

| Venus, could play her cards fo well, as to 
deceive, whenever it was neceſſary, In the 
preſence of the mother, ſhe was a vertuous 
Agnes; with the daughter, the dear, volup- 
tuous procureſs of laſeivious pleaſure; and in 
the arms of lovers, an abſolute Meſſalina. It 
was thus, that ſeeming to oblige all, ſhe dif- 
L 3 charged 
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Charged her different offices with a ſucceſs, 
which was not, however, of long duration. 
Julia, without being ſuſpected to have 
made ſuch dangerous acquiſitions, became 
every day more knowing, whilſt the powers 
and ſeductions of her imagination were con- 
tinually increaſing. At the ſight of young 
men, with whoſe faculties ſhe was already 
acquainted in theory, ſhe felt thoſe lively 
emotions which filled her heart with wiſhes 
that ſhe longed to ſatisfy, To what revoluti- 
ons was ſhe ſubjected by the call of nature 
ſhe heared, ſhe felt, ſhe underſtood this call 
too well to diſobey it, How different was the 
call to which her parents liſtened ] intereſt 
and honour ſpoke to them; intereſt and 
honour retarded the natural aſſiſtance which 
the preſſing neceſlitics of Lama; ſo eagerly 
demanded, 


Although the was but thirteen, feveral © 


ſuitors deſired her hand in marriage. Her 
parents pleaded that ſhe was too young, and 
in no haſte to enquire for an huſband, eſteem- 
ed it moſt prudent to wait till they ſhould 
find a perſon worthy of her fortune, and 
her birth. | : 


Julia 
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Julia was, now, in the ſtate deſcribed in 
the diſtinctions of the Nymphomania. She 
was in the firſt fituation, which I have termed 
the beginning. Reaſon ſtill remained in the full 
Poſſeſſion of all her privileges. Vertue was ſtil! 
capable of fixing a thouſand flings within ber 
| Conſcience. The laſciviouſneſs - glowing within 
ber imagination as yet was forced to firuggle 
againſt thoſe impreſſions of modgfty, and bonour, 
which excite a reſolution 10 * in ei to 
ils malignity. 

Undoubtedly, if her imagination had been 
leſs lively, and leſs buſied, and if her tem- 
perament had been leſs violent, the might have 
enjoyed the power of attending with ſucceſs 
to this reaſoning: it is neil ber permitted, nor 


'  bonorable that I ſhould yield to ſuch a ſhameful 


paſſion, But Julia was not ſo organized as to 
be able to overcome this unfortunate incli- 
nation, Her fibres were diſordered by conti- 
nual tenſions; her ſleep was diſturbed by 
thoſe lively impreſſions which ſhe had re- 
ceived, during the day time; the delicate and 
exquiſite meats on which ſhe fed, only irri- 
tated and heated her conſtitution the more; 
in ſhort, the fatal aſſiſtance, and the dan- 
gerous converſation of Berton were but too 

L 4 prevalent | 
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prevalent over the powers of og N 
nation. 

The farther Julia advanced in age, and in 
underſtanding, the more was ſhe beyond all 
patience at being deprived of an enjoyment, 
which appeared to her ſo pleaſing. The te- 
dious indifference with which her parents 
attended to the future alteration of her ſtate, 
was by ſo much the more cruel, as ſhe was 
without a remedy, Submiſſion, ſhame and 
modeſty were enemies which ſhe knew not 
how to attack. Scarcely could ſhe ſummon 
up ſufficient reſolution to diſcover to Berton, a 
part of her deſire, This painful . ſituation 
threw her into a viſible melancholy, Every 
. circumſtance fatigued and vexed her. She 
could not always repreſs her ill humourthough 
in the preſence of her parents. Her feigned 
apologies for theſe improprieties prevented 
them from obſerving the real cauſes, and 
every remedy which they applied was rather 
detrimental, than of ſervice. 

Berton, who had more penetration, and who 
knew more than the reſt of the family, was 
not to be ſo deceived. A mercenary intereſt 
which ſhe had in obliging her miſtreſs, induced 
her to offer her aſſiſtance, in her way, She, 

| | at 


N VYVMPHO MANIA. 69 


at firſt, recommended patience, and enlarged 

on the anxious tenderneſs, by which her fa- 
ther was guided in his endeavours to procure 
her happineſs; ſhe obſerved that it was this 
tenderneſs which as yet retarded thoſe delight- 
ful moments prepared for her, by love, and 


pleaſure; and that the choice which he, un- 


doubtedly, would ſhortly make, was deſtined 
to reward her merit, and become the ſource 
of happineſs, and rapture, os 
Such language ſerved only to quicken her 
ſenſibility, and inflame the violence of defire, 
Julia had too much reaſon to apprehend that 
the moment of chooſing was ſtill diſtant, 
She knew the natural diſtruſt, and wavering 
reſolutions of her parents; ſhe ſaw what ob- 
ſtacles their avarice might throw in her way, 
and dreaded every diſappointment, when ſhe 
conſidered that they were ſo naturally averſe 
from relinquiſhing any portion of their for- 
tune, that it muſt be difficult to prevail on 
them ſpeedily to ſettle their daughters 1 in the | 
world. 

% How- cruel” (aid the unbappy Julia 
„are the prejudices, and how ſhocking are the 
© cuſtoms, to which the rich young women of 
80 faſhion muſt PREY be ſacrificed ! can 1, 

cc my 
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« wy dear Berton! when, every bour of my 
« life, Jam ſurrounded by a croud of young and 
« charming lovers, and whilſt I cheriſh the ideas 
« which thou haſt given me of pleaſure, ftill wait 
% with patience for the moments which are ſo far 
« removed? muſt tedions meaſures, meaſures 
* which too frequently are in a late of open war 
« with nature, and which may, probably, de- 
© ceive at laſt, be ſtill imvariably purſued? is it 
« poſſible that my parents can have entirely for- 
« rotten the ſenſations of their younger days? 
« if this be tenderneſs, wwby is it ſo barbarous, 
« and ill-conceried ? what would my father ſay, 
6 if preſſed by violent bunger, be were to order 
« his cook to provide 4 dinner, and if the cook 

© eere to run immediately to the market, and, 
 & zhere, finding only common meat, to return 
« home without any thing; and when my Fa- 
| © ther, tired of waiting, Gould aſk the reaſon 
« of bis delay, were he to anſwer : Sir, I am 
« extremely ſorry, that having enquired every 
«© where, I could only meet with vulgar food; as 
« ſuch vittuals are by no means proper to be ſet 
| 4. on your faſhionable table, you muſt forgive 
« me, fir, if 1 do not dreſs any dinner for you 
to. day, and exper? to be entertained to-morrow 
in @ file ſuitable to your rank.” 

1 M0 Canſt 
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44 Conſt tho ſuppoſe, Berton! that my father 
* would be ſatigfied with this civil apology from 
« bis cook, and that, reſtraining his appetites, he 
« wonld quietly wait until ſome exquiſite diſh, 
« worthy to appeaſe the hunger of a man of 
« gnality, bad been placed before bim.“ 

As Berton perceived that all her moral ar- 
guments had no great effect on her miſtreſs, 
ſhe reſolved to diſſipate her melancholy by 
ſome other method. She imagined that read» 
ing might prove an agreeable relief, She 
choſe the moſt tender and laſcivious novels, 
and theſe, ſhe recommended to her, in their 


proper turns. 


What a remedy | nothing more was ne- 
45 to throw Julia into that ſituation, which 
I have deſcribed in the third degree of the 
_ firſt age of this diſorder. Theſe books were 
like a burning-glaſs which collects the rays 
of the ſun, in order to fix them on one par- 

ticular ſpot, which they muſt ſet on fire. The 
imagination of Julia was this blazing ſpot, the 
flames of which, ſoon communicating with 
her heart, broke out with a redoubled fury. 
Hitherto, nature alone had ſpoken; but 
now, illuſions, chimeras, and extravagancies 
began to act their parts. The laſcivious and 
| voluptuous 
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voluptuous images which ſhe devoured with 
her eyes, at once excluded from her mind 
thoſe ſentiments of honour, of piety, of mo- 
deſty, and of reſerve, which nature had, till 
then, reſpected, and which ſhe never could 
have overcome, without the aid of art. Julia 
at length was unfortunate enough to ſummon. 
up a relolution to approve of this abominable 


maxim: nothing ig ſo aelightful as to * 1 
looſe to amorous deſires. 3 


Although her melancholy appeared, at 
times, to have ſubſided, yet ſhe frequently 
_ relapſed; her thoughts were on the rack for 

means wherewith to realize theſe glowing 
pictures of enjoyment. Ar length, diſcover- 
ing the whole extent and force of her defires 
to Berton, ſhe informed her of her determined 
reſolution to apply to phyſical experiments. 

But as, from the uſe of books, her imagi- 
nation had been enabled to trace out for her 
the plan of a more regular paſſion, her heart 
was inclined to fix itſelf on one particular ob- 
jet, Her eyes were continually turned to 
every ſide, in ſearch of this hero, who, ap- 
pearing fit for amorous exploits, was deſtined 
to engage and ſettle her delires, 


Saint 
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Saint Albin was, in fact, the man on whom 
the rays of this impetuous flame were darted. 
It was for his ſake that they were all collected 
into one point. He ſoon perceived it, and 
thought the occaſion too fortunate to be 
ſlighted. He grew more bold ahd aſſiduous, 
and ſhortly learned from the mouth of Julia, 
what her eyes had already ſo charmingly ex- 
preſſed. But it was apprehended, that, as 
Saint Allin had only à very ſmall eſtate,” the 
parents, however they might approve of him 
as a mere viſitor, would reject him: as a ſon- 
in-law, 
Berton was immediately 3 and im- 
portuned; but this girl was not without a 
kind of prudence; ſhe refuſed to affiſt in 


bringing about any fecret interviews, leaſt 


her own conduct might be open to ſuſpicion ; 
and ſhe reſolved to uſe every expedient to 
maintain that equal influence which ſhe per- 


| ceived herſelf at the point of loſing. She 


promiſed Saint Albin that ſhe would not neg- 
Je&t any opportunities in her power to render 
him ſucceſsful, but, at the ſame time, per- 
ſuaded him to uſe all poſſible means to obtain 
the conſent of the parents, as it was on 

them, 
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them, that the turn which this affair might 
take, ſo greatly depended, © 
In order to induce Julia to wait with pa- 
tience for this event, ſhe had recourſe to 
Maſturbation, ſhe conſidered it as the only 
method of aſſuaging the paſſions, and dividing 
the attachments of her miſtreſs, nor ſerupled 
to prevail on her to adopt this remedy, which 
uſually conceals beneath the outward ſhew 
of vertue, and honour, the moſt abominable 
debaucheries: theſe are the ſources of thoſe 


excruciating diſtempers which are ſo horrible 


to humanity, and which too generally ter- 
minate in ſhame, remorſe, lunacy, and death. 
How dangerous is the practice of this vice 
which, at once encouraging and ſatiating the 
paſſion, is too ſecret to deſtroy the character 
of the guilty! how many girls and women 
are there, whom fear and vanity might have 
reſtrained, but who, on the diſcovery of the 
' means of ſeeming vertuous and diſcreet in 
the opinion of the world, would give a looſe 
to every lewd indulgence ? this fatal rage of 
Maſturbation, of which the imagination is the 
artiſan, leads to excefles over which the 
wretched criminal imperceptibly ceaſes to have 
any pavers + by ſo much the more 
dangerous, 
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dangerous, as they never meet with any ob- 
ſtacles, beſides thoſe which muſt ſucceed ex- 

hauſted or extinguiſhed ſtrength. Such is the 
melancholy and abominable ſituation which I 
have deſcribed in the ſecond diſtinction of 
this malady, as confirmed. 

The ſteps which Saint Albin took in order 
to obtain Julia from her parents, were un- 
| ſucceſsful, They even became fearful, and 
ſuſpicious. of him; his viſits were conlideted 
as dangerous; and, that they might ſtifle in 
the birth a connection which they abſolutely 
diſapproved of, they politely deſired him 
not only to withdraw his alen, but to 
return no more. 

The frequent uſe which Julia made of che 
remedy preſcribed by Berton, added to the 
hopes of ſhortly poſſeſſing her lover, wrought 
a viſible change in her behaviour; her gaiety 
and uſual graces ſeemed preparing to. eſtabliſh _ 
themſelves ; but when ſhe was informed of 
the excluſion of Saint Albin, ſhe ſank into 
deſpair, She endeavoured to ſoften this mis- 
fortune, by renewing her unworthy opgrati- 
ons. Her imagination, and her burning tem- 
perament induced her to carry it to a fatal ex- 


ceſs; a general diſguſt, and a dark melan- 
choly 


- 
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choly rendered. her inſupportable to herſelf, 
and to all others; continually alone, ſhe 
avoided every object which might withdraw 
her from the indulgence of her paſſion. Her 
complexion grew ſallow, and her body be- 
came daily more emaciated; an exceſſive 
heat conſumed her within and without; her 
fibres, and her organs diſturbed by a con- 
tinual motion, and by ſupernatural tenſions, 
frequently occaſioned a /yncope, and threw 
the family into the moſt dreadſul apprehen- 
ſions. Her diſtracted parents, far from pur- 
ſuing the proper methods to diſcover the 
cauſe of this ſituation, ſent for a phyſician, 
Who, after having formed ſome ill-ſupported 
Eonjedtures, preſcribed his remedies. | 
Julia was (till no better ; ſhe ſacrificed all 


the ſtrength which ſhe was miſtreſs of, to the = 


indulgence of her imagination, in the uſual 
exerciſe ; the remedies which ſhe took ſerved 
-only to encreaſe the flame, and irritate her 
diſorder. The bleedings which were directed 
aſſiſted to exhauſt her. She ſoon fell into the 
laſt. degree of this malady, which 1 have de- 

ſeribed as deſperate. The fibres of the brain 


became ſubject to violent attacks, and the 
= | maniacal 
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Ek 1 delirium bee as | have ae, 5 


emen „ Erb: , 

Although the Sep, of ho 5 8 
wete extremely clear, yet the parents, and 
che phyſicians; at once blind and obſtinate, 
attributed to other cauſes thoſe ſurpriſing 
effects, the operations of which they could 


not but obſerve. The next circumſtance in- 


duced the phyſician to form new and . 
falſe conjecture. tt 
The maniacal delirium which had ſeined on 
hat brain; and all the faculties of Julia; de- 
prived her of every idea of modeſty; and her 
words and actions were tainted with the moſt 
ſhocking indecency, and the moſt ungovern- 
able lubricity, When the phyſician approach - 
ed to, feel her pulſe, ſhe ſeized on his hand 
with an aſtoniſhing ſtrength and fury. The 


efforts which ſhe made, and the violent agi · 


tations of her body threw her clothes aſide, 
and enabled him ta diſcover on her linnen 


ſome ſpots of ſuch a colour, as induced him 


to ſuſpect that her miſerable ſituation was 5 
2 to an infectious, and premature com- 
merce. His doubts were ſoon reſolved into N 
certainty... He ordered a change of linnen © 
for the Havieatz 3 he attentively examined that 
ͤö;—⁵Ü 4¾w§ 


\ 
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which ſhe had ſhifted, and then determined 
that the matrix was inflamed, and ulcerated 1 
that the veſicles, the fibres, and the neigh» 
bouring organs of this part were attacked 
and that a ſharp: virus was eating inte; the 
_ orifices of the glands, He conjectured that 
all this was oeealloned by a eriminal cons 
nectlen with ſome man infected by the /, 
venere, who had communiested te her the 
ſame diſorder, With regard to her infanity, 
his opinion was, that another had privately 
preſcribed for her, and ordered remedies dan» 
gerous either on account of their quallty and 
quantity, or from a preparation of mereury, 
Which muſt have attacked. the fibres of the 
brain, and have occaſioned that delirivm which 
manifeſted itſelf by ſuch laſeivious actions. 
After the phyſician had delivered this opi- 
nion, Which appeared extremely well de- 
quced, Herten was violently ſuſpected, and 
threatened, Her replies did not in the leaſt 
correſpond, with the judgement of the phy- 
ſician, She was poſitive that Julia had never 
admitted any man to her'embraces, and not 
weak enough to imagine that Maſturbation 
alone was capable of giving her the lues ve- 
aura. She ade ellen obſerved, with equal 
1 confidence, 


ſhe had not even been eeneerned in the leaſt 
indecent Interview with ene; and that ſome '. 
; olher phy ſielan ought to be en cons - 
ſulted, 
The refolution and «ffurances. of ee 
rendered” the caſe equally aftoniſhingy, and 
delicate) and the parents, deſſrous of verifying 
ſo imporrane a' fact, ſent for another phy». 
fielan! ' 


The perſon who came united with learning 


that penetration, that intelligence, and that 
moral knowledge which are ſo proper, and 
neceſſkry, whenſoever the ſtate of phyſle de- 
mandy a particularly fortunate aſſiſtance, He 
had; beſides, © attentively ſtudied the nature 


of the Nymphomania; ſcarcely had he ſeen 


the patient, when he, with judgement, com- 
bined her ſituation with every thing which he 


heared, he put artful queſtions to the parents, 


and to Herten, and in the moſt confident, and 
indiſputable language, declared Julia to be 


* Metromantacal, He went till farther; he 
i Ma igen 
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confidence, and good ſenſe, that the phyſician” 
was! certainly | miſtaken 4 that ſhe wouſld an- 
ſwer for it with her life, that her miſtreſs had 
not only never been engaged in an Impurs 
ecommerce with any man whatever, but that 


3 


"Wo 
* 
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ſagaciouſly dived to the very bottom of the 
affair, which, unfortunately for Berton, ended 
by proving what he had advanced. This 
wretch was turned out of the houſe, but too 
late. | 

Our prudent and able phyſician did not 
conceal from the parents the ſhocking and 
deſperate ſituation, to which their daughter 
was reduced, He preſcribed ſuch remedies 
as were proper to aſſuage the violence of her 
diſorder, Theſe remedies, though not with» 
out their good effect, were incapable of re- 
ſtoring Julia to her ſenſes; ſhe was leſs agi- 
tated, and leſs enflamed, but the delirium 
perpetually raged, The phyſician, therefore, 
pereciving but ane probability of bringing 
back her reaſon, propoſed it to the parents, 
As he was perfectly acquainted with the 

principle and progreſſion of the malady, and 

perceived how greatly inſtrumental the ima- 
gination had been in raiſing it to this alarming 
| height, he judged that the cure ought alſo 
of neceſſity to proceed from the imagination, 
| reſolving however to continue the other phy- 
ſical remedies. He, therefore, declared to 
the parents, that if they anxiouſly wiſhed 


for the ſpeedy recovery of their daughter, 
they 
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they might find the ſole abſolute remedy in 


their own hands; that all they had to do, was 


to procure for Julia an interview with Saint 


which, he aſſured them, would be attended 
with the happieſt effects. 

Tue parents were very far from taking this 
advice in good part. Ambition, vanity and 
intereſt extinguiſhed every paternal feeling, 


Albin, and, then, conſent to their union 


An application to Saint Albin was, in their | 


eyes, humiliation and diſgrace, 
The love which Saint Albin had conceived 
for Julia was not of that romantic kind which 

would have forced him to perſiſt in his ad- | 
dreſſes, in ſpite of the oppoſition of her re. 
lations. The manner of his diſmiſſion had 
ſuggeſted to him that there were impediments 
too violent to be ſurmounted, and that, rather 
than loſe his time, and labour, it might be 
more prudent to direct his views elſewhere; 
he had, indeed, already formed ſome con- 
nections with another lady, a match equally 
as advantageous as Julia could have been, 
when he heared of the ſituation of this un- 
happy creature. Affected, immediately, with 
ſentiments of pity and humanity, and recol- 
lecking that former tenderneſs which now oc- 
Mz Ccaſioned 
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caſioned her misfortunes, he determined to 
wait upon her parents, not doubting but that 
his preſence and his intreaties would effect 
ſome revolution that might confirm the health 
and happineſs of their daughter. 

In ſpite of this humble and modeſt pre- 


caution, in ſpite of that ſilent but intereſting 


| grief which was painted on his countenance, 
he met with an vokind and rude. reception 
from the mother. She told him, in a fierce 
inhuman tone of voice, that by appearing 
again before ber, he was guilty of the moſt 
inſolent preſumption: that the indiſpoſiion 
of her daughter was entirely unconnected 
with any thing Which could relate to him; and 
that it could only have been ſome perſons as 
fond of propagating ſcandal, as he was, who 
had circulated ſuch offenſive and groundlleſs 
reports. 

Saint Albin eee confuſed, and 
vexed at his reception, and the abominable 
ſentiments of this ſtep. mother, prudently 
retired z but the humane and worthy part 
Which he had géted, expoſed him to an unjult 
and cruel puniſhment, His lecond miſtreſs, 
having been informed of his behaviour, was 


ſo exaſperated, that, reſolved to deprive him 
| of 


| 
1 
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of an opportunity of making his defence, and 
pleading his pardon, ſhe obſtinately refuſed 


| either to ſee, or hear from him. 
The parents of Julia, perceiving, after a 
a certain time, that there was no proſpect of a 


cure, determined to remove her from their 
ſight. It was her preſence which, every mo- 


ment, covered them wich diſgrace; it was her 


5 preſence which, every moment, reproached I 
their imprudence and inhumanity. She was 
plwK⸗aced in a convent, there to undergo the 


uſual treatment of all lunatics. 


The new phyſician, unwilling to doen F 
5 this, miſerable creature, preſcribed for her a 
regimen and remedies, At the end of three 


7 years, ſhe gradually recovered her ſenſes. *Al- 
though the mercenary barbarians who guarded 
her beheld with an evil eye this happy re- 
_ eſtabliſhment, and even concerted meaſures 


for the concealment of it; the parents were 
congratulated on the occaſion, and, being 
fully convinced of the cure, received her into 


| their own houle. 


It was here, that, farally for lia, ts 


found an important change in the family, 
Her youngeſt ſilter was advantageouſly mar» 
ried | to a perſon of a diſtinguiſhed rank y with 

M4 her, 


- 
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her, as ſhe was conſidered as an only daugh- 
ter, he received large fortune. Ihe ſituation - 
in which Julia ſaw her married ſiſter made ſo 
great an impreſſion on her imagination, that 
ſhe-ſoon relapſed into the ſame ſtare, and the 
ſame accidents from which ſhe had ſo lately 
recovered. It became once more neceſſary 
to remove her to her dreadful priſon, After 
ſome time, her maniacal furor turned to im- 
becillity, occaſioned either by the ſevere 
treatment which ſhe ſuffered, or the little 
care taken to adminiſter to her the neceſſary 
remedies. It is a year ſince I ſaw her in this 
ſituation, and it is more than probable that 

| her diſtemper is, at this moment, incurable, 
This hiſtory affords a ſtriking picture of 
the power and dangerous effects of the imagi- 
nation. It clearly and forcibly proves how 
neceſſary it is that a phyſician ſhould be parti- 
cularly inſtructed in the nature and cauſes of 
this malady, and uncommonly attentive to all 
its operations, It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
ſtate of inveteracy into which it may be driven 
by negligence and blunders. The fate of Julia, 
which is unfortunately but too certain, is hor- 
rible to humanity, May it prove a leſſon to 
young women, to parents, and to phyſicians, 
There 
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There are, doubtleſs, many of the faculty 


to whom this advice is needleſs. I am ac- © 


quainted with one gentleman, in particular,” 


| whoſe ability and care, during his attendance = 


on a patient afflicted with this diſorder, hath 


been gratefully rewarded, In few words, the 5 


affair was as follows. 
This phyſician ſtill more den in mt treat | 
ment of diſorders connected with the imagi- 
nation, than of thoſe which are only phyſical, 
was called in to preſcribe for a young lady 
who was metromaniacal. He immediately ap- 
plied ſuch, phyſical remedies as were proper 
in the cure of this diſtemper.. His patient 
was on the point of ſinking into the laſt ſtage 
of it. Obſerving that phyſical remedies were 


not ſufficient, he thought it neceſſary to work 15 


upon the imagination. Ability and ſucceſs 
accompanied him' through this arduous en- 
terprize, The extreme tenderneſs ſo viſible 
in all his conduct purified, ſoftened, and 
confirmed the affectionate ſentiments of his 
recovering patient, Her parents overwhelm» 
ed with joy, and feeling all the force of 
thoſe uncommon obligations which he had 


" conferred, not on them alone, but on their 


daughter who already loved him, defired that 
| he 
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he would accept of her, as the deareſt pledge 
of their gratitude, in marriage. So honorable 
And advantageous a match was far above the 
moſt ſanguine hopes and pretenſions of this 
phyſician. He did not heſitate a moment to 
accept of the agreeable and generous offer 
of . theſe worthy parents, and in the more 
affe&ionate character of an huſhand, cement 
ed the ties, which, by increaſing the happineſs 
of the lady, have confirmed his own. . | 
Theſe two examples, eſſentially relative to 
the whole of my. work, are ſufficient to give 
the reader a clear and happily-conceived idea 
of my principles. Should they open a new 
road for ſome more celebrated and expreflive 
writer, who can unfold them with that ele- 
gance to which ſo intereſting a ſubjeRt i is en- 
titled; 1 ſhall retire contented, Mine will be 
the glory of having placed the firſt ſtone of 
an ediſice which, by ſaving the honour of more 
families than ane, muſt prove an honour to 
ſociety! mine will be the glory of having pre- 
vailed on others to extinguiſh the molt tor» 
menting mileries which can debaſe, afllict, and 
as it were unhumanize THE FIRST AND LOVE= 
LIEST PART OF THE CREATION! | 


„ 
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Nec. The addition of Saceharum Saturiiito 
10 ingredients of the third, ſixth, and ninth 
receipts of this Appendir is not very - can- 
ſiderable, and may, perbaps, prove ſerviee- 
able: but the experienced and humane phy- 
| fician, aware of the noxious qualities of tead, 
will forbid the uſe of it, except in caſes of 
the moſt abſolute neceſſity. I ſhould treſpas 
upon the patience of the reader by a much _. . 
longer aste, relating to this ſubject, if the 
eſſay on the cauſe of the Endemial Colie of 
Devonſhire, and the obſervationt and experi- 
ments on the. poiſon of lead, with which Doctor 
Baker, and Doctor Percival have favoured the 
Public, did not entirely overthrow an oppoſite 
hypotheſis, which too many of the Faculty 
have vainly laboured to eſtabliſh, The great 
abilities of Monſieur Goulard muſt have been 
reſting themſelves after the ſatigue of exertion, 
- whilſt he abſurdly contended that the external 
application of ed was, en all occa/ions whats 
ever, free from thoſe pernicious effects which 
might reſult from the internal uſe of it; but 
Dottor Percival hath proved from a ſeries of 
ſtubborn facts, that the external adminiſtration 
, of the Saturnine Water is liable to occaſion 
paralytic ſymptoms, ſevere yomitings, violent 
colics, 
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colics, and obſtinate conſtipations of the 
bowels. The fatal preſcription, of which Mon. 
fur de Bienville fo feelingly complains, is not 
extended to us by one celebrated hand alone: 
in the involuntary deſtruction of Mankind, 
Van Swieten and Boer haave are accomplices. 
The latter obſerves, that were a grain or Cor- 
roſive Sublimaie to be diſſolved in an ounce or 
more of water, and a dram of this ſolution, 
foftened with Hrup of vislers, to be taken 
twice or thrice a day, it would perform won» 
ders in many diſtempers ſuppoſed to be im 
eurable, He indeed forbids the uſe of it, 
_ Unleſs the praRtitioner ſhould be thoroughly 
verſed in the nature of what, he would under» 
take, It is to be regretted that he ever re- 
commended it at all, ſince the caution which 
follows his preſcription will be loſt upon the 
mercileſs trier of experiments, a character 
which may, perhaps, be applied to one or two 
of my medical brethren, without the leaſt 
ſhadow cf injuſtice, I cannot conclude this 
note without mentioning an internal uſe of 
lead, which (I believe) is admitted only by 
the moſt ignorant, yet not the leaſt valuable 
part of the community, the Peaſants. Hav- 
Y ing been informed, when J was laſt i in the 
country, 
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country, that a young woman, the daughter 
of a poor cottager in my neighbourhood, had 
been for ſome time afflicted with violent con - 
vulſions, I called to ſee her, and enquiring of 
the father whether any thing had been admi. 
niſtered to her, was anſwered, that ſhe had 
been made to ſwallow, during the fits, /everal 
pieces of lead, but that contrary to expeRatlon, 
the convulſions were more frequent and ſe- 
vere, After having prevailed on him to 
withdraw bis preſcriptions, I introduced mine; 

but as her caſe is already become deſperate, 
1 ſcarcely dare flatter myſelf that I ſhall re- 
lleve her, and am convinced that I cannot 
cure her. On enquiry, I find that, amongſt 
this claſs of people, /ead is, for all fits, their 
Grand Specific. When we conſider the tradi- 
tional remedies, or rather deaths in diſguiſe, 
which deſcend to the vulgar from father, to 
ſon, we muſt lament the impoſſibility of ex- 
ploding the popular errors in phyſic ſo clear- 
ly and perſuaſively, that the lower orders of 
ſociety may be taught to relinquiſh them. W. 
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FORMULARIES. 
No. % % RESH pulp of Caſe; an 
ounce and an half, The 
Ni Chryſ- 


tal Mineral, one drachm. 
Diſſolve it In half a pint of the deeoction 
from two drachms of "_— and a grain of 


emelie en N N 


No. . Roots of che casa. major, or 
tows, e Ns min 
„ Marſb-mallows, | 
«+ of Dog's-tooth.. 
« + » of Biſtort, er Snakeweed, 


4 of each one handful. + 


> 1388 % 
— 


; . 5 
ds. AM. 4 Y IND « Sk * dt ate, * 2 <td 
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( It may not be improper to obſerve that pulpy 
Fruits muſt be boiled in a ſmall quantity of water, till 
they become ſoft. The pulp is then to be preſſed out 
chrough a ſtrong hair ſieve, and afterwards boiled down 

to a due confiſtence in an earthen veſſe] over a gentle 

fire: the matter muſt be. continually ſtirred about, leſt 
it ſhould burn. In this manner, the pulp of Caffa 
fiftularit is to be boiled out from the bruiſed pod, and 


© . reduced afterwards to the neceſſury conſiſtence, by 


evaporating the water, W. 3M 


' 
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Y roots remain during eight ml» - 


Let ihe 
nutes In fix quarts of water, which muſt boil 
during the whole time; add to it half an 
ounce of /ick-liquorice, ſcraped extremely 
ſmall, Let it have two boilings, Withdraw 
your water from the fire: when it is cold, put 
it in bottles, without corks, and keep it in a 
cool _ or in the cellar,” 


No. Ul. Roots of Althea, Half an ounce. 
41 Linſeed, and ſeeds of P/illium, 
or Flea- wort, of each a drachm; 
white ſoap, grated, one drachm. 

Ongar of lead, ſix grains. 
Boil the whole during eight minutes in A 
piat of water. 5 


No. Iv. Steep | in a gallon of water, du- 
| nf ring twenty - four hours, an 
ounce of Pot-aſb, Strain this 

water as elear as poſſible through 

a brown paper into a cloſe 

' funnel. Mix with this water, 

when it is thus ſtrained, two 

ounces of freſh nut oil, which 

myſt be drawn off cold. This 


forms a kind of cream, _ 


No. V. 


408 
' 


No. VI. 
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Take the leaves of the ſmaller 


fort, or Pontic ſea wormwood, 
picked and dried in the ſhade, 


Clover, one ounce z Sugar-candy, 


one ounce, Ambergriſe, one 


drachm. Alas; Maſtichy Gum 


of the Tragacanihy of each a 


drachm and a half, Reduce the 


whole to a fine powder, and put 
it into a glaſs bottle. Pour on 


it a pint of reRtified ſpirits of 


wine, Stop up the veſſel with 
a wet bladder let it work by a 
very gentle, and almoſt inſenſible 
hear, during fifreen days, when 
you will have a diaphoretic eſſence 
of a ſuperior quality, When 
the liquor is cold, let it be ſtrain- 
ed over brown paper, into a fun- 
nel hermetically covered, and 


then put into bottles well cork- 
ed. The older this quinteſſence 
is, the more vertues it acquires, 


Roots of Nenupbar, or Water lih. 


. « of Althea, of each half 
an ounce, 


N- Linſeed, 


\ 


Tinſesu, 
Lettuce: ſced, 
Cucumber feed, 
of each half a drachm.' 

Boil them all during eight minutes in a 
quart of water from a ſmith's forge, after- 
wards, diflolve in it fix grains of ſugar of lead. 

As this compoſition, like all 6thers in which 
_ emollients bear a part, will not keep; it will 
be the moſt prudent to prepare only as much 
as will be uſed in the twenty-four hours. 
No. VII. Leaves of Vervain Mallows, 

... . of Marſh Mallows, 

.. . of Groundſel, | 

of each an handful. ' 
| Boil them during eight minutes in a broth - 
made of a chicken well bruiſed; add an ounce 
of ſweet almends to the liquor ſtrained off, 

when it is put in the ſyringe. | 

"This clyſter is at once emulcent, cooling, 
and tonical. 


No. VIII. Freſh pulp of Caſia, three 
ounces, Boil it in a gallon 
of water, Put (ix grains of 
emetic tartar into the liquor 
when ſtramned off, and let them 
diſſolve in it. 


Infuſe, 


— 
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Infuſe, at night, into this ſtrained liquor, 
which muſt be in ſome veſſel well covered, 
Leaves of Sena, two drachms. 


| Rhabarb in powder, three 


drachms. . 


m the morning pour the liquor off clear, 


and put it into bottles. 


As the purgatives are relative, the uſe of 


this may be omitted, whenever it is obſerved 
do have had a ſufficient effect. 


No. IX. A pint of water. 
= Two table ſpoonfuls, or half 
an ounce of vinegar. 
Pur: in four grains of 2 id lead, and et 
it difſolve. 


No. Xx. CGourd-/eed, 
Pumpion-ſeed, 
Cucumber. ſeed, 
Melon. ſeed, of each one drachm. 


Bruiſe theſe ſeeds in a mortar, wetting them 


with the diſtilled water of the Nenuphar, in 


the quantity of four ounces; pour it off 


clear, and put into the ſtrained liquor, an 
ounce of the ſyrup of Nymphea,-or of violets, 


or of Althea, No, 
N 2 1 


0 i 


<4 
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No. XI. Take a lean fowl ; a pound from 
2 a fillet of veal; half an handful 
of barley; four bruiſed crabs. 
Throw them into three pints of 
| water. Let them boil very 
gently, until the whole be re- 
duced to a quart, Add to it the 
Leaves of Agrimony, 
öfen 
. of Scolopendrium, 
.. . of Wild Cicory, 


„ Of Fumitory, . 
do: «0 Of Creſſes, Es . 
| of each half an handful. 


When the liquor has boiled one or two mi. 


nutes longer, take the pot from the fire, and 
let the herbs ſteep in it, during an hour z then 
empty it into a ſtrong cloth bag, and after» 
wards preſs it ſo that all the juice of the herbs, 
and meat may run through, There will re- 
main about a quart of ſtrained liquor, which 
may be divided into two broths, 


No. XII. A pint of clarified, whey, in 
which boil, during a quarter 
of an hour, the 

Leaves 


Arness 


Leaves of Plantane, 
DIY 4 CO of Vervain- Mallows, "Ta 
Roots of Marſb-Mallows, 


. of Nenuphar, 
on of each half an handful. 


0 head of the white poppy. 


Strain it off gently; infuſe in it, during 
twelve hours, a drachm of oriental ſaffron, 
and after having ſtrained it, a ſecond time, 
put it into a proper veſſel, to be ready for uſe, 
Theſe injections ought to be renewed every 
day, as they ſoon turn ſour, and may, in that 
ſtate be more detrimental, than ſerviceable. 


* 


No. XIII. 


Seeds of Cicory, 
.. + . of Lettuce, 
\ «+ ef Endive, 


6 1 0 , of Purſiane, 


 _ of each a drachm, 
Leaves of Althea, 
+ + + + Of Mallows, 
of each an handful, 
Roots of Althea, 


© Ty of Nenupbur, i 


of each half an ounce. 
An head of Poppy, 


N3 Boil 
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Boil the whole in a ſufficient quantity of 
water, to produce three quarts from it. Strain 
it, and put it into a Nope "veſſel to be ready 


for uſe. 
This decoction muſt be renewed every day. 


13 No. XIV. Take . ounces of the beſt 
} Opium, an ounce of Saffron, a 
drachm of pulveriſed Ciuna- 
mon, and an equal quantity 
of Gloves, lafuſe the whole 
jn a full pint of Sack, and let 
it remain during three days 
in as moderate an heat as that 
of the ſun, then ſtrajn off the 
liquor, and let the bottle be 
well urid. 


No. XV. Take twelve ounces of the 
Mercury Sublimait , beat it in a 
marble mortar, with an hard 

and heavy wooden peſtle, ad- 

ding to it two drachms of gold 

filings, Throw on It cold 

water, and continue to beat it. 

Pour off the dirty water, and 

repeat this lotion, continuing 

3 co 
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to beat it five or ſix times. 


8 Let this amal gama of gold and 


mercury have time to dry, put- 
ting it into a maitraſs, and 
adding as much good ſpirit of 
vitriol as will make it ſome- 
what larger than the finger; 
leave the mattraſs on the pot- 


aſhes during twenty- four hours; 


then let it digeſt in the cold, 
during eight days, after which 
take a ſmall alembic, and throw 
into it the diſſolution. Adopt 
an bead, and a recipient, diſtil, 
and return into the alenbic 
what may have paſſed into the 
recipient, re- diſtil it thus, to 
the fifth time, and the laſt 
time, till it be dry; put the 

pulveriſed matter into an un- 
 varnithed earthen diſh, and ſet 
it on a charcoal fire, let it red- 
den during four or five hours, 
then cloſe it up in a bottle; 
the doſe of this powder is from 
three to ſix grains. 
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A PPENDIR. 
Crude barley, , 
Lentils; | | yg 
Beans, with their pods, 


of each an ounce, 


Flowers of Agrimony, 
«+ 4.4 4. Of Abſintbium, 
of Herebound, 
of each half an handful. 
Roots of Birthwort, 
of Orris, 


of each a drachm. 


Boil the whole for about a quarter of an 
hour, in a quart of water, Strain it, and 
pour it into a veſſel to be ready for uſe. This 
decoction will keep very well two days. 


' No; XVII. 


- Roots of the greater Comfry, 1 


iis, orf Biſtort, 
of each two handfuls. 


Leaves of Plantane. 


.. . . of Horſe tail, 
... . of Shepber@'s-purſe, 
„e f Saaicle, 
. of Milfoil, 
of each half an handful, 
| Leaves of red Roſes, a large 


anche | 
Let E 


APPENDIX, n 


Let chem boil during one or _ minytes, 
in a quart of water, ſtrain it, and pour it 
into a veſſel to be ready for uſe, EE 

This decoction will keep as wel as a won.” . 


i *, 
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REMEDIES 


FOR THE „ 


Five Alus, or Warr, 


Referred to in this Work: 


Tun one is an exterior, and the other 
is an interior remedy. They may ſometimes 
be employed ſeparately ; but it will the moſt 
frequently be proper to. adminiſter them to- 
gether, There are even caſes in which they 
become inſufficient, But as in the moſt com- 
mon caſes I have always employed them with 
ſucceſs, I do not heſitate to publiſh them, 
premiſing that it is neceſſary, firſt, to clear 
away the prime vie, when they choak up the 


? 


w AN ENDIxX. 
part; ſecondly, to accompany the remedies 
with a very exact regimen: and theſe are two 
circumſtances on which it is n to con- 
ſult a phyſician. 0 : 
The ſex may be more fully ſatisfied in this 
point, by referring to my Advice 10 the 
Ladies concerning their health * a Work which 
will ſhortly be in their hands, and which they 
would have received already, if, having been 
aſked my opinion relative to the univocal ſigns 
of pregnancy, I had not bern irreſiſtably in- 
duced to make the moſt exact enquiries into 
the nature of thoſe falſe tokens of gravidity, 
which daily diſhonour the moſt blameleſs wo- 
men, and throw their families i into a ſtate of 
horror and deſpair. The regard which I ſhall 
always feel for my fellow-creatures obliged 
me at once to abandon every other ſtudy, and 
ſolely employ my humble abilities in vin- 
dicating the ſex from the aſperſions which 
might be thrown upon them, by the prema- 
ture judgement of a part of the public. 


be exterior Remedy. 
Take a pound of Litharge of gold well por- 


phiriſed. 


A —_ of the ſtrongeſt wine vinegar. | 
| Boil 


. 


Boil them together in a glazed earthen_ 
pot, during an hour and an half, continually 


ſtirring the ingredients, Let the matter cool, 
and then ſet it by, in a proper place. A red 


liquor will ſwim on the ſurface, and this muſt 


be taken off with a ſpoon, and put into a 


veſſel, to be kept for uſe. 


- 


Take a tea-ſpoonful of this liquor, and 


two tea-ſpoonfuls of camphorated ſpirit of 
wine, which muſt be put into a quart of 
filtred water, | 


Before it be uſed, ſhake the 1 a 


pour the neceſſary quantity into a cup which 
hath ſtood ſome little time in a balneum mariz, 


or hot water; then fill a ſyringe with the pre- 


paration in the cup, and inject it carefully 


and gently into the matrix; let theſe injecti- 


ons be frequently repeated in the day time, 
chuſing ſuch a poſture as may be moſt con- 


venient for the retaining of them, during 
nine or ten minutes. 93 


We are indebted for this remedy, which 
is equally wonderful and ſimple, to Monſieur 
Goulard, Profeſſor, and Demonſtrator Royal 
of Surgery, in the Univerſity of Montpelier, 
and our acknowledgements to him would bos 
unlimited, if, idolizing his own diſcoveries 


too 
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too much, he had not recommended and 


practiſed the uſe of it inwardly ; but this is 


what the maſters of the art, in ſpite of the 


veneration which they muſt always retain for | 
Monſieur Goulard, will never dare to adopt. 


It would be fortunate indeed, were theſe ſame 
maſters, whilſt they reſpected the ſuperior 
learning and abilities of the Baron Van Swieten, 
to reſolve with that unanimity and firmnefs, 
which conviction ought always to infpire, on 

inceſſantly proſcribing the moſt violent and 


quick poiſon ; I mean the Corraſive Sublimate 


which he hath unhappily recommended in 
venereal diſorders. Should the baron, in all 
other reſpects fo deſerving of univerſal ap- 
plavſe, hereafter withdraw his opinion, in 


pity to Mankind, whoſe deſtruction he really 


hath occaſioned by this cruel preſcription 


which Heaven in anger allows our pernicious 


Chymiſts to adopt; then, every academy in 
the World ought to raiſe to his honour, thoſe 
ſolid monuments, which the revolutions of 


time are incapable of deftroying. For, by 


ſuch a retractation, he would preſerve the lives 
of as many individuals, as the moſt ſan- 


guinary wars could poſſibly ſweep away. This 


"_ may perhaps appear miſplaced; but 
the 


SE. 


\ 
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the burden on my heart was too heavy to be | 
ſupported any longer. 


The interior ned for the CY 


Take the peel of n oranges, 7 
lemons, of each two ounces; cloves, and 
canella alba, of each two drachms; grated 
nutmeg, one drachm ; the beſt zreacle, three 
drachms; crabs-eyes, one ounce, 

Pulveriſe the whole as much as poſſible, 
and beat it a long while in a mortar, with 

the preſerved peel, not ceaſing until it be re- 
duced to a paſte; add to it three drachms 
of the beſt rhubarb, finely powdered; beat 
this alſo in the mortar, until every thing 
ſhall have been incorporated, throwing in, 
at the ſame time, as much ſyrup of quinces, 
as may be neceſſary. to reduce the whole to 
the form of an opiate ſomewhat ſolid, which 
muſt be put in a pot, and kept for uſe i in a 
cool place. 
The patient mult take as much as is equal 
to the ſize of a filbert, in the morning, 
faſting, and at night, when going to bed. 


This 


. 


n 
© ©. ; This opiate is an excellent ſtomachic, and 


e 


have been ſo fortunate as frequently: to find 
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